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School district resists 
sharing documents with 

public, press

In January 2020, Las Vegas City Schools 
Superintendent Larryssa Archuleta addressed 
the Board of Education with concerns about the 
number of requests for public records citizens 
and journalists had filed with the district. Dur-
ing that school year, according to Archuleta, the 
district had received 10 such requests.

Archuleta’s concern, she told the board, was 
the amount of time requests for public records 
took for district staff to prepare and fulfill. She 
then told the board that she believed those 10 
requests were “a gross abuse of policy.”

New Mexico law allows any person to 
request a wide variety of documents from any 
government agency, like a public school district. 
Known as the Inspection of Public Records Act, 
or IPRA, anyone can file a request for things 
like emails sent and received by public offi-
cials; contracts and agreements made between 
government entities and individuals or groups, 
including private companies; police reports; 
court documents; and many others.

Melanie Majors, the executive director of the 
New Mexico Foundation for Open Government 
said inspection of public records allows citizens 
to verify their tax dollars are being properly 

spent, and that government officials are per-
forming their duties in the manner they’re 
supposed to be performing them.

“IPRA is there to protect all New Mex-
icans, to provide them with the infor-
mation that they need to understand 
what their government is doing. It is 
government by the people; we the 
people,” Majors said. “And we 
the people should have access 
to our information.”

The main way citizens 
access this information 
is by filing a request to 
view documents with 
the agency that 

See SCHOOL,  
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O
n Dec. 2, 2020, the City of Las Vegas received 
a letter from the New Mexico Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office in regards to Open Meetings 

Act violations filed against the city by Lee Einer, the 
city’s former Public Information Officer under former 
Mayor Tonita Gurule-Giron. 

In the letter, the Attorney General clearly estab-
lished that all subcommittees that are authorized 
either by the State of New Mexico or the city’s gov-
erning body are subject to the Open Meetings Act, 
and must follow all rules of compliance listed in the 
compliance guide. Those requirements include mak-
ing the public aware of meetings, posting a detailed 
and accurate agenda on the city website at least 72 
hours in advance of the meeting, making the meeting 
available to the public to attend either in person or 

via a live stream and posting minutes from the meet-
ing to the city’s website after they are approved. 

In its initial response to the complaint, city officials 
attempted to argue that some advisory committees, 
including those that have no absolute power to enact 
public change, should not be subject to the Open 
Meetings Act. 

In response, the AG’s Office said in its determina-
tion letter, “We disagree with your analysis regard-
ing the applicability of OMA to some of the City’s 
advisory committees.”

However, in the months that have followed, cer-
tain issues have persisted within advisory 
committees authorized by the City of Las Vegas, 
including, but not limited to, improper notice being 
given, agendas not being posted, live streams not 
being made available and transparency not being 

City struggles to comply with 
OMA requirements

See CITY, Page 2

�The New Mexico 

Open Meetings Act 

broadly defines the 

nature of business 

subject to the 

law to include the 

development of 

personnel policy, 

rules, regulations, 

or ordinances, 

discussing public 

business, or taking 

any action within the 

authority of or the 

delegated authority 

of any board or 

public body.�
~
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�Recognizing that a 

representative government 

is dependent upon an informed 

electorate, the intent of the 

legislature in enacting the Inspection 

of Public Records Act is to ensure, and 

it is declared to be the public policy of 

this state, that all persons are entitled to the 

greatest possible information regarding the 

affairs of government and the official acts of public 

officers and employees.  It is the further intent of the 

legislature, and it is declared to be the public policy of 

this state, that to provide persons with such information 

is an essential function of a representative government and 

an integral part of the routine duties of public officers and 

employees.�
~

1993 amendment to New Mexico Inspection of Public Records Act
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maintained consistently. 

Background on previous AG 
determination letters 

In 2020, the Attorney General’s Office 
issued a pair of determination letters to 
city officials regarding issues with Open 
Meetings Act compliance. Both letters 
were issued following complaints made 
by Einer, and both dealt with advisory 
committees. 

The first, issued on Jan. 23, 2020, was 
in response to issues with the city’s 
Lodger’s Tax Board. Einer asserted, and 
the AG’s office agreed, that the Lodger’s 
Tax Board had violated the Open Meet-
ings Act at its special meeting on Aug. 
12, 2019, when members of the Board 
admitted to approving meeting minutes 
from a meeting in April 2019 through 
email, rather than in an open meeting. 

The Board also violated OMA by 
then approving those minutes again in 
the open meeting despite that item not 
appearing on the agenda. 

The AG’s office also found another 
violation in that meeting not discussed 
by Einer. The AG’s office said the draft 
minutes made available to the public 
were not specific enough because they 
did not specify which date the meeting 
had taken place for which they were 
approving the minutes. 

In its determination letter, the AG’s 
office quotes several portions of the 
New Mexico Open Meetings Act, all of 
which prove violations occurred. 

In regards to the specificity of a meet-
ing agenda, OMA states, “Except for 
emergency matters, a public body shall 
take action only on items appearing on 
the agenda.”

In regards to voting to approve meet-
ing minutes through email, the AG’s 
office called it a “flagrant violation.”

OMA states, “The conduct of busi-
ness by vote shall not be conducted in a 
closed meeting.”

In regards to the specificity of meet-
ing minutes, OMA states that minutes 
must contain, “the substance of propos-
als considered and a record of any deci-
sions and votes taken.”

The determination letter issued on 
Dec. 2, 2020 dealt with Einer’s com-
plaint that the city failed to post meet-
ing agendas on its website for its “vary-
ing advisory committees.” 

In the letter, the AG’s office said 
the city had not been complying with 
OMA between 2014 and 2019 because 
its annual OMA resolutions, which 
are posted in the legal section of the 
Optic, did not include mention of post-
ing agendas on the city website, which 
OMA requires. 

In its response to the complaint, the 
city admitted it only began posting 
agendas for committees such as the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and 

the Lodgers Tax Board in May 2019. 
The AG quoted OMA, which states 

its purpose is to, “provide that govern-
ing bodies dealing with public funds 
be required to make decisions in the 
open where the interested public could 
observe the action.”

The AG also established that every 
subcommittee within the City of Las 
Vegas that is authorized by the City 
Council  is subject to the same level of 
scrutiny as the City Council itself. 

Additional requirements under 
OMA were added in March 2020, at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Because public attendance is not cur-
rently possible, several OMA guidelines 
had to be altered to fit the current situ-
ation. 

Those requirements include making 
sure a live stream is always available 
to the public, either by video or audio. 
If the meeting is available by video, the 
people speaking should be visible and 
it should be clear who is speaking. If it 
is conducted solely by audio, the per-
son speaking must identify themselves 
every time they speak to keep the public 
informed. The meeting should be halted 
by the chair if there is an interruption of 
the video or the audio. All votes should 
be held by roll call, and a recording 
must be produced and maintained by 
the public body. 

Recent issues

In the months that have followed the 
Dec. 2, 2020 determination letter, several 
issues related to OMA have persisted 
with the boards and commissions with-
in the City of Las Vegas, especially with 
boards that were largely inactive until 
being restarted recently by Mayor Louie 
Trujillo, who took office in April 2020. 

The first issue occurred with a Com-
munity Development Block Grant pub-
lic hearing held on Feb. 10. The public 
hearing was not advertised alongside 
the other public meetings in the city. 
Instead, it was listed as a PSA on the 
city website, which appeared on Feb. 9, 
one day before the meeting took place. 

On Feb. 16, the Charter Commission, 
which is tasked with re-writing the 
city’s existing charter to eliminate issues 
that have persisted over the past several 
administrations, attempted to meet. 
However, no agenda was ever posted 
for the meeting on the city’s website, 
and the time of the meeting was incor-
rect in the meeting notice posted on the 
website. After being informed of the 
issues by the Optic, the meeting was 
shut down by Trujillo and City Attor-
ney Scott Aaron. 

Also on Feb. 16, the Keep Las Vegas 
Beautiful Board was scheduled to meet, 
according to a notice authorized by city 
officials and published in the legal sec-
tion of the Optic. However, the meet-
ing was never advertised on the city 
website, nor was an agenda ever made 
available to the public. Additionally, no 
notice of cancelation was ever issued. 

The Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee was scheduled to have a regular 
meeting on Feb. 17, but the meeting was 
canceled because improper notice was 
given for the meeting. Regular meetings 
must be advertised 10 days in advance 
of the meeting. However, notice for this 
meeting was issued just five days before 
it was to take place. The meeting does 
not appear on the city’s website with a 
notice of cancelation. 

Meetings for the Police Advisory 
Board and the Design Review Board 
were held on Feb. 18 and Feb. 23, 
respectively. However, neither meet-
ing was recorded, and no record of the 
meetings are available to the public. 

In addition, during several meetings, 
including a Feb. 24 meeting between 
the mayor and business owners in Las 
Vegas, a Feb. 25 Finance Advisory Com-
mittee meeting and a March 4 Charter 
Commission meeting, the faces of the 
individuals in attendance were not vis-
ible to the public. Instead, the stream 
posted to the City’s YouTube channel 
featured a City of Las Vegas logo on 
screen, with only the audio from the 
meeting available to the public. 

As previously stated, due to COVID-
19 guidelines, it must be made clear 
who is speaking at all times if only 
audio is available to the public. This 
was not the case in these meetings. 

The final issue involves the use 
of “Other Business” as an agenda 
item with no detail provided, which 
appeared on the Feb. 25 Finance Advi-
sory Committee agenda, the March 3 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Com-
mittee agenda and the March 4 Charter 
Commission agenda. 

Though not explicitly prohibited, 
if any action by a board was taken 
under that subheading on the agenda, 
it would be an OMA violation, since it 
is made clear, “Except for emergencies, 
a public body shall take action only on 
items appearing on the agenda.”

Since it is not clear what was dis-
cussed under “Other Business,” it is 
unclear to the viewing public whether 
violations occurred.. 

OMA complaint

The issues are not exclusive to 
subcommittees within the City of Las 
Vegas. The Optic, as well as New Mex-
ico Foundation for Open Government’s 
Executive Director Melanie Majors, filed 
a complaint with the AG’s office follow-
ing the Feb. 17 City Council meeting. 

During that meeting, the City Coun-

cil approved appointments to the Film 
Commission and Museum Board, nei-
ther of which appeared on the agenda 
that had been made available to the 
public at least 72 hours prior to the 
meeting. 

City Clerk Casandra Fresquez indi-
cated that updated agendas had been 
sent to city councilors prior to the meet-
ing. After being questioned by City 
Councilor David Romero, she initially 
indicated that the public agenda had 
been updated at least 72 hours prior to 
the meeting to include the additional 
appointments. 

However, the Optic observed that the 
public agenda still had not been updat-
ed while the meeting was taking place. 

When Fresquez was informed of that, 
she said the changes were in compli-
ance because alterations to the agenda 
had been approved by the council at the 
beginning of the meeting and “you can 
change the agenda.”

After a brief discussion, includ-
ing guidance from City Attorney 
Scott Aaron, the council approved the 
appointments, including those not 
included on the public agenda. The 
vote was 3-1 in favor of approving, with 
Romero voting against it.

Recent improvements

In recent weeks, several of the issues 
outlined above have been addressed by 
the city, with improvements occurring 
across several public bodies. 

Most recently, the City Council 
approved the appointments to the Film 
Commission and Museum Board again 
at its March 10 meeting, indicating the 
previous procedure used to approve 
them had been improper. 

Additionally, the issue regarding not 
showing the people present at public 
meetings is no longer occurring, as it 
was back to the normal form of seeing 
members on screen at both the March 9 
Youth Commission meeting and at the 
March 10 City Council meeting. 

Also at the March 10 City Council 
meeting, Councilor Michael Montoya 
indicated that the chairs of all city 
boards and committees, as well as 
members of the governing body, would 
be participating in a virtual Open Meet-
ings Act training conducted by the AG’s 
office in the near future, though an exact 
date was not specified. 

Governments delay access 
to public records during 

pandemic

As states prepared  to reopen their 
economies following coronavirus shut-
downs last spring,  The Associated 
Press asked governors across the U.S. 
for records that could shed light on 
how businesses and health  officials 
influenced their decisions.

Nine months later,  after several 
more COVID-19 surges and shut-
downs, the AP still has not  received 
records from about 20 states. Some 
outright denied the requests  or sought 
payments the AP declined to make.  
Others have not responded, or said 
they still need more time.

Public records have  become harder 
to get since the world was upended by 
the pandemic a year  ago. Governors, 
legislatures and local officials have sus-
pended or  ignored laws setting dead-
lines to respond to records  requests. 
They cited obstacles for staffers who 
are working at home or  are over-
whelmed with crisis management.

The result is that  information that 
once took a few days or weeks to 
obtain now often takes  months — 
depriving the public of timely facts 
about decisions their  leaders are mak-
ing.

“The pandemic rages  on, but inves-
tigative journalism doesn’t halt. The 
public’s right to  know doesn’t cease to 
exist,” said Gunita Singh, a legal fellow 
at the  Reporters Committee for Free-
dom of the Press,  which has tracked 
nationwide delays in responding to 
public records  requests.

“Having these unnecessary mea-
sures in place that hinder open govern-
ment sets a terrible precedent,” Singh 
said.

U.S. states and  local governments 

are far from alone in their deferrals and 
delays.  Dozens of countries suspended 
or altered their right-to-information  
policies last year while citing the 
pandemic, according  to a joint track-
ing effort by the Centre for Law and 
Democracy and  Access Info Europe. 

Open-government advocates have 
started to worry about potential long-
lasting effects.

The pandemic could  “give cover for 
emergency measures to come into force 
that could then  over time become per-
manent,” said Joe Powell, deputy CEO 
of the Open  Government Partnership, 
a Washington, D.C.-based  nonprofit 
that works with governments in 78 
countries, including the  U.S., to pro-
mote transparency and public partici-
pation.

Even before the  pandemic, some 
government agencies routinely blew 
past their own  deadlines for respond-
ing to public records requests. But the 
number of  such cases has grown over 
the past year.

New data indicates  there has been 
both a higher demand for government 
information during  the pandemic and 
longer waits to obtain it.

State, county and city governments 
experienced a sixfold increase in their 
time spent on  public records requests 
last year, rising from an average of 
346 hours  in the first quarter to 2,121 
hours by the last quarter, according to 
an analysis by GovQA.

That surge was  driven by both the 
volume and complexity of requests. 
After shutdowns led to a dip in records 
requests accepted by government agen-
cies from  April to June, the number 
of such requests shot up by 23 percent 
over the rest of the year, according to 
GovQA.
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HIGH 54° / LOW 21°

Wednesday
Windy. Mostly sunny. 
North winds 25 to 35 mph 
with gusts to around 45 
mph. 

SUNRISE�SUNSET
7:08 a.m. to 7:10 p.m.

HIGH 60° / LOW 27°

Thursday
Mostly sunny. Southwest 
winds 10 to 15 mph.

SUNRISE�SUNSET
7:07 a.m. to 7:11 p.m.

HIGH 66° / LOW 30°

Friday
Mostly sunny.

SUNRISE�SUNSET
7:05 a.m. to 7:12 p.m.

Weather
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Goal of Page
The Las Vegas Optic aims to get community events and other important infor-

mation on this page. E-mail the information to our editor at pscherer@lasvegas-

optic.com, with “Que Pasa” in the subject line; bring it by the Optic office at 720 

University Ave., Suite B. or fax it to 425-1005. E-mail is preferred.

Submissions
Please submit your items at least two days in advance of the desired date of 

publication. In conformity with long-standing policy, the Optic will not publish list-

ings on the La Gente page involving for-profit activities. Such listings are reserved 

for nonprofit activities. We will, however, run brief announcements regarding pri-

vate art shows and benchmark business anniversaries beginning at 10 years.

We encourage promoters of for-profit activities to get in touch with our advertis-

ing department.

About this Page

DEADLINES
Wednesday  —  9 a.m. on the Tuesday prior to 
  publication.
Friday      —  9 a.m. on the Thursday prior to 
  publication.

Holidays are subject to earlier deadlines!

To submit obituaries:
E-mail: 

obits@lasvegasoptic.com
Please send obits in Microsoft Word format

Questions:
(505) 425-6796

All obituaries must be prepaid before publication.

Obituary Information

OBITUARIES

Jose Alfonso

Roberto C’de Baca
Jose Alfonso Roberto 

C’de Baca, 82, a resident 
of Rio Rancho, N.M., 
born in Loma Parda, 
N.M., formerly a resi-
dent of Commerce City, 
Colo.; passed away on 
Friday, March 5, 2021, 
peacefully in his home 
in Rio Rancho, N.M., 
surrounded by his loved 
ones.

He is preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Maranita C’de Baca 
(Amada C’de Baca) 
and Vicente C’de Baca 
(Chonito Hernandez); 
son Kenneth L. C’de 
Baca; and his broth-
er Louie C’de Baca of 
Commerce City, Colo.

He is survived by 
his wife MaryLou C’de 
Baca of Rio Rancho, 
N.M.; son Robert C’de 
Baca (MaryJo C’de Baca) 
of Rio Rancho, N.M., 
formerly of Commerce 
City, Colo.; grandchil-
dren, Jonathan C’de 
Baca of Rio Rancho, 
N.M., Daniel Alderete 
of Denver, Colo.,  
Jolynn C’de Baca of Rio 
Rancho, N.M., Jessica 
C’de Baca of Las Vegas, 
N.M., and Krystal C’de 
Baca (Roman Baca) 
of Las Vegas, N.M.; 
great-grandchildren, 
Siobhan Lipchak (Jolynn) 
of Rio Rancho, N.M., 
Katelyn Baca, Dominic 
Baca (Roman, Krystal) of 
Las Vegas, N.M., Carlos 
A. C’deBaca (Jonathan) 
of Pueblo, Colo., and 
AnaLycia DeHerrera 
(Jessica) who resides in 
Commerce City, Colo.;  
sister Doris C’de Baca of 
Commerce City, Colo.; 
sister in-law Ernestine 
Bernal (Earl Bernal) of 
San Jose, Calif.; brothers, 
Ben C’de Baca of Loma 
Parda, N.M., Carlos C’de 
Baca (Della C’de Baca) 
of Las Vegas N.M.; and 
numerous god children, 
nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

Mr. C’deBaca graduat-
ed from Las Vegas High 
School in New Mexico in 
1957. He met his loving 
amazing wife, MaryLou 
Rocha, in Colorado 
while playing in the 
band “Phil Trujillo and 
the Matadors,” where he 
played the bass guitar. 

Shortly after they 
married in 1961, they 
had their first child 
in 1962 (Robert) and 
their second child in 
1965 (Kenneth). He 
enlisted into the service 
(Army) in November 
of 1961. While enlisted, 
he received his Airline 
Training school certif-
icate in June of 1964. 
He was honorably 
discharged in October 
of 1967. He graduated 
from the Community 
College of Denver with 
his degree in Accounting 

in 1976 and accom-
plished his career path 
and retired as a Branch 
Manager for Wells 
Fargo.

 Funeral service will 
be held on Friday, March 
19, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. at 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church with Father Rob 
Yaksich as Celebrant.  
Due to COVID-19, masks 
must be worn and social 
distancing is required.

 Interment will follow 
at the Santa Fe National 
Cemetery in Santa Fe, 
N.M., at 2:15 p.m. with 
the following serving 
as pallbearers, Jonathan 
C’de Baca, Benito “Toti” 
C’de Baca, Antonio 
Pacheco, Encarnacion 
Hernandez, Roman Baca, 
Hilario Baca. Honorary 
Pallbearers, Dominic 
Jose Baca, and Carlos 
Alejandro C’de Baca.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to and under the 
care of Rogers Mortuary, 
600 Reynolds Avenue, 
Las Vegas, N.M., 1-800-
479-3511 or 505-425-3511. 
www.rogersmortu-
arynm.com to sign the 
online register book.

James Kerr Matlock
James Kerr Matlock, 

a teacher, a life-long 
learner and a man of 
deep faith, passed away 
peacefully March 12 
when his strong heart 
finally gave out. His best 
friend and trail partner 
of 63 years – the only 
woman he ever loved – 
was with him. 

Jim had an ear for 
music and feet made 
for dancing. He enjoyed 
fishing, rousing games of 
Texas 42, nature photog-
raphy, books, dark beer 
and regaling family with 
a good joke. He learned 
the names and life sto-
ries of everyone he met 
and remembered them 
when they met again; he 
made people feel seen 
and special. 

He taught his children 
to be respectful of oth-
ers no matter who they 
were, to love camping 
and animals, and how to 
sharpen a chainsaw. Jim 
loved his family deeply 
and was always there to 
support them.

Jim was born in Del 
Rio, Tex., in 1936 and 
raised in Alpine, Tex. 
He grew up helping his 
parents raise chickens 
and a big garden, which 
instilled in him a life-
long love of growing 
food. He played bas-
ketball and football for 
the Alpine High School 
Fighting Bucks. A tall, 
handsome man, “he 
dated most of the girls in 
Alpine,” joked his future 
bride.

He worked summers 
at Big Bend National 
Park and on the 
Southern Pacific Railroad 

with his best friend Jack 
Burgess with whom he 
had fine adventures. 

Jim earned a bach-
elor of science degree 
from Texas Western 
University (now 
University of Texas-El 
Paso). The future biol-
ogy and math teacher 
rescued many animals 
– including opossums, 
a raccoon, owls, snakes 
and spiders.

In college, he fell in 
love with Marcialea 
Scott, a beautiful, dark-
haired firebrand who 
was brave enough to 
catch scorpions and mail 
them to him but only 
knew how to cook one 
meal when they married. 
She taught him how to 
ride horses; he taught 
himself to shoe them. 
Together they rode many 
trails over the decades. 
They jitterbugged and 
waltzed across dance-
floors and sang country 
tunes together on road 
trips.

While teaching in 
public schools in Texas, 
Jim also earned a mas-
ter’s degree from North 
Texas State. In 1971, the 
couple moved with their 
two young children to 
the Navajo Nation. Jim 
and Marci were hired 
to teach at the fledgling 
Navajo Community 
College first in Many 
Farms, Arizona, and 
then at the Tsaile cam-
pus. Jim taught biology 
and math and helped 
launch a first respond-
ers training course. He 
enjoyed playing basket-
ball and softball with 
colleagues and students. 
Jim and Marci loved the 
people, culture and land-
scape of Dinétah.

Jim and Marci cele-
brated their 25th wed-
ding anniversary with a 
traditional Navajo cere-
mony hosted by one of 
the many Diné families 
who were dear to them. 
As was tradition, the 
matriarch of the family 
left the sheep in Jim’s 
care for an afternoon and 
he lost most of them, 
which meant, the family 
said with a chuckle, he 
wouldn’t make a very 
good in-law. (His official 
in-laws thought he was 
marvelous.)

Marci and Jim retired 
after 32 years at the 
college and moved to 
Northern New Mexico 
where they found new 
wonderful friends. They 
were devoted mem-
bers of First United 
Methodist Church of 
Las Vegas, volunteers 
at the Community 
Soup Kitchen held 
at the church, Vida 
Encantada Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. 

Jim and Marci (and 
their horses) joined San 
Miguel County Search 
and Rescue; Jim later 
became a ham radio 
operator with the organi-
zation. 

Jim and Marci cele-
brated their 50th anniver-
sary with a private cere-
mony in the forest at the 
beautiful Valle Vidal. 

Jim continued to learn 
and teach until his last 

days – working cross-
word puzzles, practicing 
blues harmonica, giving 
cribbage lessons and dis-
cussing the day’s head-
lines.

An extraordinary man 
who lived a daring life, 
he found his true joy in 
the simple things. The 
sight of leaves changing 
on a fall day, the sound 
of birds outside his win-
dow, the thrill of a fish 
going for the bait, and 
a dance in the kitchen 
with his darling. In the 
end, he got everything 
he wanted out of life – a 
family he loved dearly 
and a place to call home. 

He will be deeply 
missed by family and 
friends. He is survived 
by his wife Marcialea; 
his son Scott (Judy) and 
his daughter Staci; his 
grandson Nicolas (Katie) 
Matlock; granddaughter 
Alea Campbell (Matt); 
nephew Ted; and nieces, 
Laura and Gaylene and 
many cousins.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made 
to the Community Soup 
Kitchen, c/o First United 
Methodist Church, 
715 National Ave., Las 
Vegas, N.M. 87701 
or National Wildlife 
Federation, P.O. Box 
1582, Merrifield, V.A. 
22116 or Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, 
P.O. Box 758593, Topeka, 
K.S. 66675.

A memorial ser-
vice is planned Friday, 
March 19, at 1:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Las Vegas. 
www.rogersmortuary.
com

David J. Sanchez
David J. Sanchez, 41 

a resident of Las Vegas, 
N.M. passed away on 
Thursday, March 11, 
2021 in Santa Fe, N.M.

He was born on Feb. 
9, 1980 to Jose Sanchez 
and Flora Roybal in 
Santa Fe, N.M.

David formerly 
worked for Green Acres. 
He loved to cook, hunt, 
fish and take trips with 
his children. David defi-
nitely enjoyed life.

He is preceded in 
death by his maternal 
grandparents, Antonio 
and Valeria Roybal; 
paternal grandparents, 
Juan Jose and Endelicia 
Sanchez.

David is survived by 
his sons, David Jorge 
Sanchez and Jose Juan 
Sanchez; daughters, 
Savannah Sanchez, 
Frances Sanchez and 
Johni Sanchez; parents, 
Flora and Jose Sanchez 
of Los Vigiles, N.M.; the 
mother of his children 
Georgi Sanchez of Las 
Vegas, N.M.; moth-
er and father in law, 
Christine Lucero and 
Juan Montano of Las 

Vegas, N.M.; brother 
Michael Roybal (Tracy) 
of Carmel, Calif.; close 
cousin Antonio Roybal 
of Santa Fe, N.M.; 
nieces and nephews, 
Zach, Katie and Chase; 
numerous aunts, uncles 
other relatives and many 
friends.

Funeral services will 
be held at Immaculate 
Conception Church 
on Wednesday, March 
17, 2021 at 9 a.m. with 
Father George V. Salazar 
serving as celebrant. Due 
to COVID-19, attendance 
is limited to 75 people. 
Masks must be worn. 
Funeral mass will be 
live streamed on www.
facebook.com/icLasVe-
gas,NM.  

Interment will be at 
Los Vigiles Cemetery 
in Los Vigiles, N.M. 
following the funeral 
mass, with the following 
serving as Pallbearers, 
David Gorge Sanchez, 
Jose Sanchez, Rudy 
Roybal, Juan Montano, 
Rudy Romero, Freddy 
Montano, Paul Winston 
and Pete Martinez. 
Serving as honorary pall-
bearer will be his brother 
Michael Roybal.

Arrangements are 
entrusted to and under 
the care of Rogers 
Mortuary, 600 Reynolds 
Ave., Las Vegas, N.M. 
87701, 505-425-3511 or 
1-800-479-3511.

Please visit our online 
website www.rogersmor-
tuarynm.com to sign the 
online reigster book.

Loretta Villanueva
Loretta A. Villanueva, 

60, of Anton Chico, N.M. 
passed away on March 
13, 2021 in Las Vegas, 
N.M.

Loretta was born on 
Oct. 4, 1960 in Las Vegas, 
N.M. to Alfonso and 
Tina (Lucero) Aragon. 

Loretta was raised 
in Anton Chico, N.M., 
where she attended 
school as well as in Santa 
Rosa, N.M., and grad-
uating from Santa Rosa 
High School. Loretta was 
also a graduate of Luna 
Community College in 
Las Vegas, N.M., where 
she attained her nursing 
degree.

Loretta married 

Cipriano Villanueva 
on April 8, 1978 at San 
Jose Catholic Church in 
Anton Chico, N.M. 

Loretta worked at 
Northeastern Regional 
Hospital, Alta Vista 
Regional Hospital, with 
Doctors; Michael Lopez 
and David Elliot, as well 
as at NMBHI Long Term 
Care in Las Vegas, N.M., 
before retiring in 2016. 

Loretta was a parish-
ioner at San Jose Catholic 
Church in Anton Chico. 

She enjoyed garden-
ing and traveling—espe-
cially the Caribbean, 
however her greatest joy 
came from the time she 
spent with her grand-
children.

Loretta is preceded 
in death by her father 
Alfonso Aragon; and 
grandparents, Pedro and 
Louisa Lucero.

Loretta is survived by 
her husband Cipriano 
Villanueva; her chil-
dren, Angela (Paul) 
Barela, Eric Villanueva 
and Joseph (Naomi) 
Villanueva; her grand-
children, Adrianna 
Barela, Matthew Barela, 
Isabella Barela, Eric 
Villanueva, Ellyanna 
Villanueva, Emma 
Villanueva, Gabrielle 
and Rachelle Gurule and 
Jonelle and Amorelle 
Villanueva; her moth-
er Tina Aragon; sister 
Christina Quintana; and 
brother Lee (Michell) 
Aragon; as well as many 
nephews, nieces, family 
and friends.

Loretta will be laid to 
rest at San Jose Cemetery 
in Anton Chico, N.M. 
with Matthew Barela, 
Mike Velasquez, 
Estevan Villanueva, 
Jimmy Gallegos, Adam 
Quintana, Ashley 
Aragon and Victoria 
Quintana serving as 
Pallbearers. Honorary 
Pallbearers will be, 
Eric Villanueva, Joseph 
Villanueva and Lee 
Aragon.

Due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic Social 
Distancing guidelines, 
services will be pri-
vate and limited to the 
immediate family. We 
kindly ask that you keep 
Loretta and her family in 
your prayers. You may 
leave a tribute, a favor-
ite memory, or sign the 
online guestbook.

All services are under 
the direction of Chavez 
Funeral Home, 923 S. 
Third St., Santa Rosa, 
N.M. 88435, 575-472-
3369. To place an online 
tribute please visit www.
chavezfuneralhome.com.



I
f you are a frequent reader of the Optic, 
you are probably aware that we cover 
issues regarding open government quite 

often, perhaps more than any other newspa-
per in the state. You may ask yourself why 
we care so much, and why we think you 
should care about this topic. I know it’s not 

as exciting as reading about 
a crime story or a recap from 
a sporting event, but I would 
argue our coverage of open 
government-related topics is 
the most important work this 
newspaper does. 

The fact is, the elected offi-
cials that we cover every day, 
from the members of the Las 
Vegas City Council, to the 

members of the San Miguel County Commis-
sion, to the members of the school boards at 
our local school districts and colleges, are 
elected to serve you and your needs. Every 
single thing they do should make the lives of 
the people they were elected by better. 

Seeing as that is the case, it makes sense 
that everything they do should be made 
available to the public. Everything they 
vote on, everything they discuss and every 
piece of paper they look at during a meeting 
should be available to the public to see when-
ever they want. 

As the common theme of this edition of 
the Optic indicates, the government is set up 
by the people, for the people. The tax money 
you pay every year goes toward funding each 
and every one of these public bodies. They 
take that money and use it, theoretically, in 
a way that should make your life better. You 
pay for road improvements. You pay for spe-
cial events. You pay for our schools to be run 
as effectively as possible.You pay the salaries 
of the people completing these projects.

Too often, it seems like people in posi-
tions of power forget that they work for the 
public. Many elected officials say whatever 
they need to say to the public to get elected, 
and then expect the public to get out of their 
way so they can do whatever they want. But 
the laws are intentionally set up to avoid 
that, and, if followed correctly, should never 
allow the public to be shut out. Members of 
the public can attend, or view, every pub-
lic meeting. They can request any publicly 
available documents and they have a right to 
know everything that their elected officials 
do. 

The public should never be viewed as 
an inconvience, because without the pub-
lic, none of our elected or appointed offials 
would be where they are today. 

That is why I, personally, care so much 
about open government. I want members of 
the public to know their rights, and know 
how much power they truly wield. I want 
government officials to know that they have 
to follow the law whether it is convenient or 
not. We, the people, should never be shut out 
of anything a public body does. 

As long as I am at the Optic, this newspa-
per will care about open government, and 
will discuss it at every possible opportunity. 
I truly view it as the most important part of 
my job, and will always fight for your right 
to be informed. 
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W
e’re facing an epidem-
ic of misinformation.

The election was 
stolen; the pandemic is a hoax; 
and a secret society of Satan-
worshipping cannibalistic pedo-

philes are 
running a 
child sex-traf-
ficking ring 
and trying 
to take over 
our county 
— these and 
other conspir-
acy theories 
have taken 
center stage 

lately, despite having no basis 
in fact. 

They stay alive through 
opportunists and true believers 
who prefer to believe in their 
own misconceptions over real 
truths: Biden really did win the 
election, COVID-19 truly is a 
killer, and QAnon is a whole lot 
of made-up nonsense. 

Of course, those conspiracy 
theories are from the conserva-
tive side of our political divide, 
but the right doesn’t have a 
monopoly on far-out conspiracy 
theories. Many a liberal believes 
in one sketchy conspiracy theory 
or another about John F. Kenne-
dy’s assassination, or what real-
ly goes in corporate Wall Street 
board rooms, or what those 
“con-trails” up above are actu-
ally doing to us. Maybe there 
are more conservatives drinking 
the Kool-Aid these days, but 
that doesn’t mean they have a 
monopoly on misinformation.

Nowadays, it’s easier than 
ever to advance a baseless con-
spiracy theory. Just go online, 
where algorithms constantly 
collect data on you, then keep 
you engaged by pushing you 
toward your biases. For some, 
that’s led them into extreme 
thinking, and it’s become so bad 
these days that it actually poses 

a threat to our democracy.
Thankfully, there are two 

checkpoints that can catch us as 
we go down this slippery slope. 

One is critical thinking — 
using empirical evidence and 
fact-based analysis for reaching 
reasonable conclusions. This 
is not an intellectual’s exercise 
only; it’s also the way a mechan-
ic “trouble-shoots” and fixes an 
engine, and how that IT person 
figures out your computer prob-
lem. If more of us would apply 
critical thinking, along with a 
healthy skepticism, to all the 
nonsense out there on the World 
Wide Web, we’d all be better off.

The other checkpoint, one 
with a long-term impact, is 
exposure to the truth.

Look at it this way: False and 
misleading information is like 
a dark cloud over our lives; it 
reduces our ability to see our 
surroundings clearly. But the 
truth is like a ray of sunshine 
peaking through those clouds to 
illuminate our world.

Falsehoods, on the other 
hand, are like secrecy, they stifle 
our understanding of the world 
as it really is and encourage us 
to imagine the worst. 

• • •

For a democracy to thrive, an 
informed citizenry is necessary, 
and for the citizenry to be well-
informed, openness is required 
— and to create that openness, 
we have our “sunshine” laws.

We frequently tout our free-
speech rights has a sacred 
American value, as we should, 
but we need to also remember 
the laws that allow us to know 
what we’re talking about. 

Access to government 
records, meetings, reports, 
research and more are a neces-
sary and practical part of our 
rights and freedoms, and we 
must protect and defend those 

rights as we do our right to 
speak out. 

Here in New Mexico, we call 
two such laws the Inspection of 
Public Records Act (IPRA) and 
the Open Meetings Act (OMA). 
Elsewhere in our nation, they’re 
called Freedom of Information 
(FOI) laws. 

They are rays of sunshine 
being shined upon governmen-
tal operations. Without them 
we’d be uninformed and even 
more conspiratorial.

That’s why journalists and 
other truth-seekers like to 
remind everyone at least once 
of year about the importance of 
our access to government opera-
tions. We call Sunshine Week, 
and it serves as a reminder that, 
without those rays of sunshine 
poking through the clouds of 
secrecy and misinformation, our 
democracy cannot function to 
its full potential.

We live in a time when dis-
cerning fact from fiction is get-
ting harder to do. That’s why 
we must consider our sources, 
to ensure we’re getting a com-
plete and accurate picture of 
what’s happening in our world, 
and our sources need access to 
inside information to be able to 
tell the full story.

When you find a credible and 
honest source for solid informa-
tion, you’re looking at a ray of 
sunshine — inspired by the First 
Amendment and made appli-
cable by our Sunshine Laws. 

The truth, and our access to 
it, is what keeps us free. Let’s 
not let bad information and 
governmental secrecy take that 
away.

Tom McDonald is founder of the 
New Mexico Community News 
Exchange, which distributes this 
column statewide. He owns and 
operates The Communicator in 
Santa Rosa. He can be reached at 
tmcdonald.srnm@gmail.com.

Secrecy lends itself to 
misinformation

Tom 
McDonald

Dispatch New Mexico
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J
ournalists write and talk a lot about 
transparency, about things said and 
done during public meetings and 

about government agencies that refuse 
to provide the public with documents 
or information. Why do we care so 
much about these things? In short: 
Because an informed citizenry is para-
mount to a thriving democracy.

Every member of the public has 
the legal right to attend meetings held 
by bodies like school districts, city 
councils and county commissions. The 
public also has the right to attend leg-
islative discussions at the state capitol. 
These meetings, and dozens of oth-

ers, are open to anyone who’d like to 
attend.

The public also has a right to inspect 
documents, like police reports, court 
records, contracts and even emails or 
text messages sent and received by 
public officials. In general, if a docu-
ment, audio or video file is created 
during the course of running any form 
of government, you have a right to 
inspect it.

These records provide insight into 
how your government is function-
ing, and how it is spending your tax 
money.  It’s information you can use 
to judge for yourself how well elected 
and appointed government officials 
are representing you and your com-
munity.

In New Mexico, two key laws ensure 
information is made available to the 
public. The Open Meetings Act, or 
OMA, ensures the public has access to 
meetings held by governmental bod-
ies, and it sets the rules for how these 
meetings are conducted. The Inspec-
tion of Public Records Act, or IPRA, 
provides access to a lengthy list of 
documents, as well as audio and video 
recordings.

This week is Sunshine Week, and 
we at the SPJ-Rio Grande encourage 
everyone to check out a public meeting. 
While the pandemic has made many 
parts of life more difficult, one slight 
upside is that it’s never been easier to 
attend a public meeting because most 
are online. Most are streamed live, 

but many are also available afterward 
as recordings. Your local city council 
or school board likely has a YouTube 
page or other centralized place to view 
these meetings.

Watching a public meeting, learning 
about OMA or filing an IPRA request 
are easy. The SPJ-Rio Grande has put 
together some information about your 
rights under these sunshine laws, and 
information on how to file a records 
request under IPRA. Visit spjrio-
grande.org/sunshine to learn more. 
The New Mexico Foundation for Open 
Government also has a ton of great 
resources on its website at nmfog.org, 
or you can call 505-764-3750 to get help 
with specific open government issues.

Sunshine laws are for everyone, not just journalists

Another Perspective

When government fails, it’s the rare 
public official who says, “Oops. My 
fault.”

That’s human nature, particularly 
for officials in the public eye who may 
have to run for office again. No one 
wants to be held directly responsible 
for letting the public down.

Case in point is the recent catastro-
phe in Texas, when unexpected winter 
storms left 4 million homes without 
power, ruptured pipes and tainted the 
water supply for many.  

Texas’ energy grid essentially col-
lapsed. While Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
was quick to blame frozen wind tur-
bines, the cause was much more com-
plex than that. To truly understand 
how things went so terribly wrong will 
require time, study and research.

So, too, with the coronavirus vac-
cine distribution. In this state and oth-
ers, residents are frustrated with the 
slow rollout of vaccines. Is it poor dis-
tribution? Politics? A flawed strategy? 

These are literally matters of life and 
death.

But how do you get to the truth 
when public officials so rarely step 
up to take direct responsibility for 
failures?

The answer is public records. And 
public meetings. And access to the 
information that taxpayers deserve.

States throughout the country have 
laws that guarantee access to govern-
ment records and meetings. But the 
details vary widely and there are many 
statutory exceptions. New challenges 
to access emerge every year in virtu-
ally every state.

The need to fight for government 
transparency is reaffirmed each year 
during Sunshine Week, a nation-
al awareness event overseen by the 
News Leaders Association and keyed 
to the March 16 birthday of James 
Madison. The fourth president of the 
United States drafted the Bill of Rights 
– including the guarantee of a free 
press – in 1791.

That journalism connection reflects 

the role news media play in the free 
flow of information, but it unfortu-
nately can also leave the public with a 
sense that Sunshine Week reflects the 
concerns of a single industry. 

To the contrary, access to govern-
ment information is critical to every 
American who cares about the qual-
ity of his or her community, state and 
nation. 

It’s important to see government 
employees – including elected officials 
– as the people we hire through our tax 
dollars to do a good job for all of us. If 
you run a business or hire a contractor, 
you wouldn’t hesitate to demand a full 
understanding of how something went 
wrong. That should be exactly our rela-
tionship with government.

Getting that information, though, 
requires public meetings where resi-
dents can ask questions. It also means 
access to the documents that led to a 
poor decision. Words on paper can be 
much more forthright than the dissem-
bling of politicians.

It’s critical that we hold government 

accountable, for better or worse. (It’s 
also important to acknowledge when 
government leaders are doing a good 
job.) 

How can you help? I have two sug-
gestions.

First, keep doing exactly what 
you’re doing at this moment. Read and 
support your local newspaper. Local 
journalists, more than anyone else, will 
stand up for your right to information. 
Facebook will not be going toe-to-toe 
with your mayor.

Second, when you believe govern-
ment isn’t doing its job, demand an 
explanation. Ask to see the documents. 
Attend public meetings. And above 
all, support legislative efforts to make 
government more transparent.

It’s too easy for officials who have 
failed us to point fingers, blame the 
media and wait for their side of the 
partisan fence to rally to their defense. 
We deserve better. We all pay taxes to 
support the work of government. We 
should get our money’s worth.

Open government is key to honest government

Another Perspective

By Ken Paulson
Former USA Today Editor-in-Chief

You can’t have democracy without a free press

Another Perspective

There’s a reason we need a free press, 
despite its faults and foibles: Democra-
cy won’t work without it.

The grand experiment in self-gover-
nance that is the United States is  rooted 
in trust and confidence we all will 
work toward the greater good.  But the 
nation’s founders had experience with 
a king and his expected  benevolence 
— and what could happen when things 
didn’t work out.

So, they provided for three branches 
of government to balance each  other, 
along with periodic elections and the 
rights for us to assemble  and seek 
change when we think things have 
gone astray.

All fine, but also relatively long-term 
solutions. How do we know  what our 
government is doing, how well it is 
operating or whether our  elected offi-
cials are up to the job?

Enter the only profession mentioned 
in the Constitution: A free  press, to 
serve as a “watchdog on government.” 
A free press the  government cannot 
control, to offer an independent, regular 
update on  behalf of the rest of us.

Let’s stop to acknowledge that many 
of us are dissatisfied with the  free press 
we have. Survey after survey shows 
low public trust in our  news outlets 
and in the journalists who staff them.

But in those same Freedom Forum 
surveys about the First Amendment  

that began in 1997, the desire for that 
watchdog role remains high,  often 
supported by a majority of people ques-
tioned.

How can these two results co-exist? 
The answers rest in what kind of  press 
we mean. Much of the highly visible 
kerfuffle on social sites  today concerns 
national reporting, and more narrowly, 
the political  pundits on cable TV and 
the tiny percentage of journalists who 
are the  White House press corps.

For most of us, today’s journalism is 
something different — and much  more 
relevant to us. We see a news media 
bringing us the day-to-day  information 
we need to live our lives: What local 
officials are saying,  weather forecasts 
and crime, health and safety reports for 
our  communities. The work of journal-
ists helps us get things done. Reporters  
ask the questions we would ask if we 
could be there.

Jurors in Des Moines, Iowa, this week 
appeared to support the role of journal-
ists as watchdog when they acquit-
ted reporter Andrea Sahouri, who was 
arrested while covering a Black Lives 
Matter protest despite her repeated pro-
testations that she was a journalist.

Local journalists, who are the vast 
majority of the 24,000-plus on  the job 
today, live in the communities on which 
they report. In just the  past month, they 
have reported on COVID-19 vaccina-
tion programs — both  the successes 
and failures by officials we depend 
upon to keep us safe  and fight the 

pandemic.
Other recent stories told by big and 

small news operations alike will benefit 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions 
of us.

A report on nursing homes in New 
York state disclosed they may have  
tested unproven COVID-19 treatments 
on residents, despite safety  warnings, 
without telling family members. A 
news partnership in South  Carolina 
found the state has dropped virtually 
all oversight of local  officials’ activities, 
leading to “questionable or illegal perks 
of  holding public office.” In Missis-
sippi, residents now know a biodiesel  
plant is accused of illegally dumping 
hazardous material into public  water-
ways.

Throughout our nation’s history, it 
has been a free press that has  probed, 
prodded and produced safer food and 
medicines and helped reveal  waste, 
fraud and abuse of public trust.

Reporters uncover these stories only 
by poring over records,  reviewing court 
documents and interviewing sources — 
activities most of  us don’t have the 
time, skill or opportunity to do.

The guarantee that a press is free 
does not guarantee it will always  be 
good or correct, or that we will like 
what it presents. But there are  more 
ways than ever to get news and infor-
mation and to find reports we  can trust 
or verify.

Ironically, the newest source for 
news and information has helped  cre-

ate some of the greatest threats to a free 
press in the nation’s  history:

The web has decimated financial 
support for traditional media, and 
newer media is not yet robust enough 
to take its place. This results in “news 
deserts,” where no regular sources of 
journalism exist.

Misinformation can now spread 
across the globe in milliseconds, sow-
ing doubt, confusion and mistrust of the 
reports and motives of a free press.

The free press in any form has been 
weakened by cuts in staff, with surveys 
showing the ranks to be less than half of 
what they were 20 years ago.

Not all the news about a free press is 
bleak. New financial models  are being 
tested. Collaborations between news 
organizations and  nonpartisan expert 
collectives have shown results. New 
attention is  focused on regrowing the 
ranks of local journalism. But more is 
needed,  from increased public support 
to new revenue sources to regaining the  
public trust.

On March 16, we celebrate the birth-
day of James Madison, the  principal 
author of the First Amendment and 
the rest of the Bill of  Rights. He called 
a free press “one of the great bulwarks 
of liberty.”

This generation, perhaps unlike any 
other, is being called on to defend that 
bulwark and, in the process, protect our 
liberty.

By Ryan Lowery
SPJ-Rio Grande President

By Gene Policinski
Freedom Forum

Open government is much better government

Another Perspective

Open government is good govern-

ment or, at the very least, it is better 

government.

In order for government to be of, by 

and for the people, it must always be out 

in front of the people.

Government at all levels — local, state 

and federal — belongs to the governed 

not to the governing.

As often said, we are the government 
and the government is us.

However, public oversight is only 
possible when government is open, 
transparent and accessible.

Nefarious deeds happen in the dark, 
behind closed doors.

Every state has laws requiring local 
jurisdictions — city councils, county 
commissions, boards of education, gov-
erning authorities, commissions and 
boards — to disclose public records and 

conduct public meetings out in the open.
Unfortunately, many states exempt 

state government itself from those same 
requirements.

It is unfortunate that laws are even 
needed to require government at any 
level to be transparent. 

Simply put, those with nothing to 
hide don’t hide.

There is nothing partisan or political 
about government transparency, or at 
least there shouldn’t be.

The right to know is a public right.
When records custodians at city hall 

or the county courthouse comply with 
our public records requests, they are 
simply giving us what already belongs 
to us. Complying with records requests 
should be viewed as routine transac-
tions between local government and the 
public.

Not only is open government good 
government, it is the government we 
have.

By Jim Zachary
CNHI



Rough Rider Antiques, 
Is Open Monday-
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 
505-454-8063

TELLER - FULL 
TIME Perform rou-
tine mem ber trans-
actions, in cluding 
deposits, with drawals, 
cash ad vances, loan 
pay ments, transfers 
and check cashing 
accu rately and effi-
ciently. Issue official 
checks, process cash 
ad vances and sell gift 
cards. Starting salary 
$13.00 - $15.22 to be 
determined based on 
experience. Please 
visit SECUNM.org to 
complete the online 
application. Applica-
tions must be submit-
ted no later than March 
10, 2021.

WANTED: looking for 
handyman, carpen ters, 
and part-time of fice aid. 
Please call 505-429-
2961.

Studio Apartments for 
Rent, includes utilities 
and cable, call 505-
429-7748

STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO

IN THE PROBATE 
COURT

SAN MIGUEL 
COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

RUDOLFO L. 
ROYBAL, 
Deceased 

No. 2021-0003
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been 
appointed personal 
representative of this 
estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
estate are required to 
present their claims 
within four (4) months 
after the date of the 
irst publication of this 
Notice or the claims 
will be forever barred. 
Claims must be pre-
sented either to the 
undersigned personal 
representative at the 
address below, or iled 
with the Probate Court 
of San Miguel County, 
New Mexico, located at 
the following address: 
500 West National 
Ave., Suite 113, Las 
Vegas, N.M. 87701.
Dated: February 2, 
2021
/s/ Lila M. Martinez, 
personal representa-
tive
12560 N. Valley Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88007

PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 3, 10, 17, 2021

#21020070
STATE OF 

NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF 
SAN MIGUEL

FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT

CITY OF LAS VEGAS,
a New Mexico 

home-rule 
municipality,

Plaintiff,
v.

D-412-CV-2021-00030
ALICE CRESPIN, 
THE ESTATE OF 
ALICE CRESPIN, 

ADELINA CRESPIN, 
THE ESTATE OF 

ADELINA CRESPIN, 
RAYMOND SANCHEZ 

ANY UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS OF THE 

PROPERTY, 
ANY 

UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS OF 

INTEREST IN THE 
PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SUIT
STATE OF NEW MEX-
ICO to the Defendants 
Alice Crespin/the Es-
tate of of Alice Cres-
pin, Adelina Crespin/
the Estate of Adelina 
Crespin, Any Unknown 
Occupants of the Prop-
erty, and Any Unknown 
Claimants of Interest in 
the Property, GREET-
INGS:
You are hereby notiied 
that the above-named 
Plaintiff has iled a civil 
action against you in 
the above-entitled court 
and cause, the general 
object thereof being to 
quiet title in and to the 
following described 
real estate:
Lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
Block 12 of the Lopez, 
Sulzbacher and Ros-
enwald Addition of the 
El Dorado Town Com-
pany to Las Vegas, as 
shown on plat of said 
addition as recorded 
with the San Miguel 
County Clerk in book 
237, page 9242, par-
cel number 1-094-093-
406-125, commonly 
known as 1217 and 
1221 San Francisco 
Avenue, Las Vegas, 
New Mexico
That unless you enter 
your appearance in 
said cause on or be-
fore 30 days after the 
last day of publication, 
judgment by default will 
be entered against you.
Attorney(s) Scott Aaron
Attorney for Plaintiff
1700 North Grand Ave.
Las Vegas, NM 87701
505-454-1401
WITNESS the Honor-
able Abigail Aragon, 
District Judge of the 
Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict Court of the State 
of New Mexico, and 
the Seal of the District 
Court of San Miguel 
County, this 2nd day of 
March, 2021.
Robert S. Duran
CLERK OF THE DIS-
TRICT COURT
(SEAL)
By: /s/ Twyla Sisneros
Deputy

PUB: Las Vegas Op-
tic, Mar 10, 17, 24, 31, 
2021

#21030082
STATE OF 

NEW MEXICO 
COUNTY OF 
SAN MIGUEL 

FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT
Case No. 412-CV-

2018-00493
ALVIN LEWIS and 
CASSIE LEWIS, 

husband and wife, 
Plaintiffs, 

vs.
THE FOLLOWING 

NAMED 
DEFENDANTS, 

IF LIVING, IF 
DECEASED, 

THEIR UNKNOWN 
HEIRS: 

NATALYN 
KAPNISON; 

ALL 
UNKNOWN 

PERSONS WHO 
CLAIM A LIEN, TITLE 

OR INTEREST 
ADVERSE TO 

PLAINTIFFS IN THE 
ROAD OR IN ANY 
PROPERTY OVER 
WHICH THE ROAD 

CROSSES,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF

PENDENCY OF
ACTION

THE STATE OF NEW 
MEXICO TO THE 
AFORESAID DEFEN-
DANTS AGAINST 
WHOM CONSTRUC-
TIVE SERVICE IS 
HEREBY SOUGHT 
TO BE OBTAINED, 
GREETINGS:
You are notiied that 
suit has been iled 
against you in the Dis-
trict Court of the Fourth 
Judicial District of the 
State of New Mexico. 
The general object of 
this suit is to establish 
a prescriptive ease-
ment, an easement by 
implication and/or an 
easement of necessity 
over an existing road 
as shown on the “Sur-
vey of the Centerline of 
an Existing Road North 
of Villanueva, New 
Mexico within Sections, 
3, 9 and 10, Township 
12 North, Range 15 
East, N.M.P.M.” record-
ed in the ofice of the 
County Clerk for San 
Miguel County, New 
Mexico on August 29, 
2016 as Document No. 
002683 (the “Survey”). 
The road described 
in the Survey crosses 
over several tracts of 
real property located 
in San Miguel County, 
New Mexico as more 
particularly described 
below:
Portion Lot 3 – Tract 
A containing 19.4259 
acres, more or less, 
within the SW/4 SE/4 of 
Section 9, Township 12 
North, Range 15 East, 
NMPM, North of the 
Village of Villanueva, 
San Miguel County, 
New Mexico, as shown 
on plat of survey by A’s 
Sunburst Survey Co., 
dated March 26, 1999, 
job no. LEGOSTEV, 
iled in the ofice of the 

San Miguel County 
Clerk, March 29, 1999 
in Plat Book 35, page 
80, document no. 5818.
A tract of land des-
ignated Portion Lot 
3 – Tract B within the 
Southwest quarter 
(SW/4) of the South-
east quarter (SE/4) of 
Section 9, Township 12 
North, Range 15 East, 
N.M.P.M., San Miguel 
County, New Mexico, 
as shown on plat en-
titled “Plat of Survey of 
Property and Lot Split 
of Steve Lego,” By A’s 
Sunburst Survey Co., 
dated March 26, 1999, 
as Job No. LEGO-
STEV, iled in the San 
Miguel County Clerk’s 
Ofice on March 29, 
1999, in Plat Book 35, 
page 80, as Document 
No. 5818.
Tract Two (2) within 
the Southeast quar-
ter (SE/4) of Sec-
tion 9, Township 12 
North, Range 15 East, 
N.M.P.M. north of the 
Village of Villanueva, 
San Miguel County, 
New Mexico, as shown 
on plat entitled “Plat of 
Survey for Edgar M. 
Beaver, creating Tracts 
1 & 2 of Lot 1 . . .” by A’s 
Sunburst Survey Co., 
dated October 9, 1996, 
as Drawing No. BEA-
VER, iled in the San 
Miguel County Clerk’s 
Ofice on October 11, 
1996, in Plat Book 31, 
page 25, as Document 
No. 4173.
A Tract of land shown 
as Tract 1 on Plat of 
Survey and Lot Split 
for Edgar M. Beaver, 
within the SE/4 of Sec-
tion 9, Township 12 
North, Range 15 East, 
N.M.P.M., County of 
San Miguel, New Mex-
ico, recorded October 
11, 1995, in Plat Book 
31, Page 25, being fur-
ther described as fol-
lows: Beginning at the 
¼ corner stone found 
of common to Section 
9 and 10. Bears S89º 
55’ 24” E a distance of 
2631.51’ to the north-
easterly most corner of 
Tract 1 and True Point 
of Beginning. Said 
corner being a capped 
iron pin found. Said 
corner being on the 
Southerly side of Mary 
Lee Edmondson and 
Westerly side of Gilbert 

Ortiz. Thence: S89º 
55’ 24” E a distance of 
1318.81’ to the North-
westerly most corner 
of this Tract 1. Said 
corner being a capped 
iron pin found. Said 
corner being on the 
southerly and easterly 
side of Gilbert Ortiz. 
Thence: S00º 06’ 58” E 
a distance of 659.52, to 
the southeasterly most 
corner of Tract 1. Said 
corner being a Sur-
veyor’s Mark etched 
in stone. Said corner 
being on the westerly 
side of Mary Lee Ed-
mondson and northerly 
side of Tract 2. Thence: 
N89º 55’ 43” W a dis-
tance of 1319.20’ to 
the southwesterly most 
corner of this Tract 1. 
Said corner being a 
5/8” capped iron pin 
set. Said corner being 
on the northerly side 
of Tract 2 and easterly 
side of Gilbert Ortiz. 
Thence: N00º 04’ 56” 
W a distance of 659.64’ 
to the northwesterly 
most corner of this 
Tract 1 and True Point 
of Beginning. Said 
Tract 1 contains 19.97 
acres more or less.
Tract One (1), being 
80 acres of land as 
shown on Plat of sur-
vey for John A. Wendel 
et al. as recorded in 
the records of the San 
Miguel County Clerk on 
October 5, 1995, in Plat 
Book 29, page 1.
The West Half (W/2) of 
the Northwest Quarter 
(NW/4) of Section 10, 
Township 12, Range 
15 East, N.M.P.M. Also 
the Northeast Quarter 
(NE/4) of Section 9, 
Township 12, Range 15 
East, N.M.P.M.
The land concerned 
here lies in San Miguel 
County, New Mexico, 
and is described as 
consisting of the follow-
ing portions of Sections 
3 and 10 of Township 
12 North, Range15 
East, N.M.P.M.
Of Section 3:
E/2 NE/4 SW/4
SE/4 SW/4
NW/4 SE/4
SW/4 SE/4
Of Section 10:
E/2 NW/4
NE/4
The West One-Half 
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Is currently seeking qualified applicants 
for the position of:

REGISTERED NURSE (RN)

To provide in home care to the Mora, 
Las Vegas and surrounding area.

Travel is required, and will be reimbursed. 
Hours are flexible, and the pay is competitive.

Please stop by our office located in
Buena Vista, NM

Or call:

(575) 387-2215 or (800) 858-9754
For more information C000ZWUC

ESPERANZA
HOME HEALTH CARE

MISCELLANEOUS:

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train at home to 
become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Call CTI for 
details! 877-460-0361 (M-F 8 am-6 
pm ET)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free 
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 505-930-7596 

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® 
REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T 
NEXT! Limited Time Offer. More 
For Your Thing. (*Req’s well-qual-
ified credit. Limits & restr’s apply.) 
Call Now! 1-866-771-4662 or visit 
www.250reward.com/NM

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-866-771-4662 
or www.freephonesnow.com//NM

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High-
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-888-805-
8653

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-Included 
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-888-758-5998

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-380-6225! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/
month. Our Fastest Speeds (up to 
50 Mbps) & Unlimited Data Plans 
Start at $100/month. Call Viasat 
today! 1-855-260-8627

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-925-1156

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 866-464-
6041.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 844-359-1238! (M-F 8 
am-8 pm Central)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 833-996-
1402

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 844-
702-1552 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7 am-5 
pm PST)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 505-515-0292

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-800-2806

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save + 
get a $100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less Money. 
Restrictions apply. Call Now! 877-
891-7176

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with 
subscription.) CALL 844-250-8614 
FREE Brochure.

Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 866-
673-6506

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-833-
549-7564 or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/nmpa

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums never 
increase. Benefits never decrease. 
Policy will only be cancelled for 
non-payment. 844-229-3233

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get the 
Help You NEED! Call NOW 833-
954-0330

Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 
+ S/H. Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary. Call 855-762-0571

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-928-2078

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, 
$64.99/mo. plus taxes for 12 
months. Premium Channels at No 
Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. agreement TV 
price higher in 2nd year. Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is 
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-833-
937-0271

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation 
helps education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 1-866-955-
1666

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 
1-888-989-2198

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-608-7969

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with light-
ning fast speeds plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 855-407-
7829

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 833-372-0418 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/nmpress

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-877-514-
0683.

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get 
one FREE! Nearly invisible, fully 
rechargeable IN-EAR NANO hear-
ing aids priced thousands less 
than competitors! 45-day trial! Call: 
1-888-501-1821

VACATION PROPERTIES: 

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY to more than 185,000 
New Mexico newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will 
appear in 23 newspapers around 
the state for only $158. Call this 
newspaper for more details or visit 
www.nmpress.org for more details.

To advertised, please call (505) 425-6796

NEW MEXICO STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIEDS

Direct Support 
Professional

Citizens for the Developmentally 
Disabled, Inc. is now accepting 

applications for Full-Time/Part-Time 
Direct Support Staff.

This position involves assisting the 
individual in their home with daily 

living skills, community integration, 
arranging of medical appointments 

and assist with self-administration of 
medications. Must have at valid driver’s 

license, Diploma/GED. Starting pay 
is $11.00. Anyone interested in this 
position must pick up an application 
at Citizens for the Developmentally 

Disabled, Inc. 2532 Ridge Runner Rd., 
Las Vegas, NM 87701. 

CDD is an equal opportunity employer.
C000ZXL1
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Q&A with Peter St. Cyr,  
executive director of Open Access NM

P
eter St. Cyr has worked as 
a journalist for more than 
four decades. He has experi-

ence with both print and televi-

sion outlets, including the Santa Fe 

Reporter and KOB 4. He previously 

worked as the Executive Director 

for the New Mexico Foundation for 

Open Government before becoming 

the founder and Executive Direc-

tor for Open Access New Mexico, 

which focuses on incresing the 

public’s access to ublic data and 

documents. The following is a Q&A 

regarding a number of open-gover-

nemnt related issues: 

Why should the average citizen 

care about transparency in 

government?

When we shine a light on the 

government it allows citizens to 

hold officials accountable. Govern-

ment should be efficient and money 

should make an impact. When they 

operate in the dark, it’s hard to 

determine whether everything is 

on the up and up. Citizens have a 

vested interest in their government 

being efficient, and they often have 

great ideas and when they have 

information they can bring great 

ideas to the table. Let’s allow every-

one to have the same information at 

the same time. Transparency builds 

trust in government and allows 

citizens to see exactly what impact 

their taxpayer money is making. 

How do violations of the Open 

Meetings Act impact a community?

It shows there is a problem, and 

the government needs a change in 

its mindset. They need to be more 

comfortable shining a light. It puts 

taxpayers on the hook to pay for 

damages and attorney’s fees. Some 

attorneys make $300-$400 an hour. It 

puts taxpayers on the hook and that 

money could be better used for other 

programs. 

Do most open government violations 

come from ignorance or do they come 

from a desire to hide information?

There is a high level of compli-

ance (in government), so when you 

see people not complying, it shows a 

problem with their mindset. It could 

be more that people have their hands 

in the cookie jar and don’t want to 

get caught. People are only in office 

for four years and they want to get 

so much done and don’t want to get 

bogged down by listening to the pub-

lic. So they forge ahead with a mind-

set of just wanting to move forward. I 

do feel like most people believe shar-

ing public information is a crucial part 

of their jobs. The framework of every 

organization needs to be open, and 

too often government officials have a 

mindset of wanting to delay info as 

long as possible. 

Do current laws regarding open 

government go far enough to ensure 

voters are informed on issues?

No, we need to take it to the next 

level because people need access to 

even more records. It would make our 

communities better places to live, and 

we are already a decade behind (in 

New Mexico) because we need to get 

more information online. That would 

allow people to be more informed. 

Do you feel like local governments 

have become more transparent or less 

transparent in recent years?

It depends on what part of the state 

you are in. If we have leaders that 

understand that data and records are 

important to citizens, then they will 

be more transparent. Some places are 

doing well, such as Bernalillo County, 

which puts everything online. Other 

places, though, don’t value transpar-

ency nearly as much.

How can OMA violations be better 

enforced at the state level? Currently 

there seems to be little enforcement 

outside of determination letters. 

Besides the Attorney General, Dis-

trict Attorney’s also have jurisdiction 

in this area, and they could be pros-

ecuting violators. The thing is, there 

are really no criminal sanctions in the 

law in this area, except for in the Open 

Meetings Act. If you have a rolling 

quorum (when elected officials meet 

outside of an open meeting), everyone 

involved could get a misdemeanor. 

But with IPRA violations, there are no 

criminal sanctions, and the law needs 

to be changed so prosecutors could 

go after it outside of civil court, where 

taxpayers would have to pay the bills. 

We need to look at the law and decide 

whether we need to add criminal 

sanctions. I have never gotten a good 

answer why one section has sanctions 

and the other doesn’t. Open Access 

NM firmly believes IPRA should have 

sanctions just like OMA does. It might 

also convince DA’s to become more 

involved in these cases. Any elected 

official could build a legacy around 

transparency, because it is such a safe 

position to take. If you are the leader 

who makes it possible for the public to 

access information, what a legacy that 

would be. 

By Phil Scherer
Las Vegas Optic Editor

Peter St. Cyr

(1/2) of the Southwest 
One-Quarter (1/4) of 
Section Three (3), 
Township Twelve (12) 
North, Range Fifteen 
(15) East, N.M.P.M., 
containing Eighty (80) 
acres, more or less.
You are hereby notiied 
that unless you enter 
your appearance in the 
cause on or before the 
23rd day of April, 2021, 
judgment will be ren-
dered against you in 
this cause by default.
Plaintiff’s attorney is 
Gary S. Friedman, 
Hays & Friedman, P.A., 
530-B Harkle Road, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87505, (505) 989-
1434, gfriedman@hay-
sfriedmanlaw.com.
WITNESS my hand 
and the seal of said 
District Court of the 
Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict, Las Vegas, New 
Mexico, this 2nd day of 
March, 2021.
Robert S. Duran
Clerk of the District 
Court
By: /s/ Twyla Sisneros, 
Deputy
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 10, 17, 24, 2021

#21030083
STATE OF 

NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF MORA
FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT
COMMUNITY 1ST 

BANK LAS VEGAS,
Plaintiff,

v.
Case No. D-

430-CV-2021-00001
Unknown Heirs 

and/or Devisees of 
LAURA

ARCHULETA, 
Deceased; 

Unknown Heirs 
and/or Devisees of 

P. DAVID 
ARCHULETA 

a/k/a 
DAVID ARCHULETA 

a/k/a PABLITO DAVID
ARCHULETA, 

Deceased,
Defendants. 
NOTICE OF

PENDENCY OF SUIT
THE STATE OF NEW 
MEXICO TO THE FOL-
LOWING NAMED DE-
FENDANT: 
Unknown Heirs and/
or Devisees of LAURA 
ARCHULETA, De-
ceased; Unknown 

Heirs and/or Devisees 
of P. DAVID ARCHU-
LETA a/k/a DAVID 
ARCHULETA a/k/a 
PABLITO DAVID AR-
CHULETA, Deceased
You are hereby notiied 
that Plaintiff Communi-
ty 1st Bank Las Vegas, 
(“Plaintiff”), has iled a 
Complaint for Foreclo-
sure of Mortgage and 
Judgment on Promis-
sory Note (“Complaint”) 
in the above-entitled 
and numbered lawsuit 
in the above-designat-
ed Court against all De-
fendants. 
The general object of 
the action is to fore-
close a Mortgage and 
for other appropri-
ate relief regarding 
the below-described 
real property located 
in Mora County, New 
Mexico:
Lots Five (5) and Six 
(6), of Tiptonville, Mora 
County, New Mexico, 
as recorded in the 
Ofice of the County 
Clerk, Mora County, 
New Mexico on April 
3, 1889, at 9:00 a.m. 
and that portion of a 
vacated street East of 
Block 4 in Tiptonville, 
being more particularly 
described as follows: 
Beginning at the point 
of intersection of the 
Easterly projection of 
the North line of Lot 6 
and an old fence line 
on the East side of said 
vacated street, whence 
a second order control 
monument (Station No. 
3510445002) bears S 
54 degrees 20’07” E 
6026.77 feet from said 
beginning point run-
ning thence S 79 de-
grees 50’03” W 233.50 
feet along the said 
North line of Lot 6 to 
the Northwest corner, 
thence S 10 degrees 
31’17” E 117.43 feet to 
the Southwest corner, 
thence N 79 degrees 
55’23” E 233.10 feet to 
the Southeast corner, 
being the point of inter-
section of the Easterly 
projection of the South 
line of Lot 5 and the old 
fence on the East side 
of said vacated street, 
thence N 10 degrees 
19’37” W 117.79 feet to 
the place of beginning, 
containing 0.63 acres, 
more or less. 
together with all struc-
tures and improve-
ments thereon (col-

lectively, “Property”), 
which Property is locat-
ed in Tiptonville, New 
Mexico. 
You are further notiied 
that you are required 
to submit an answer 
or other responsive 
pleading within thirty 
(30) days of the inal 
publication of this No-
tice. Failure to respond 
within the time required 
may result in a Judg-
ment being entered 
against you by default, 
the relief prayed for in 
the Complaint being 
granted, and such fur-
ther relief as the Court 
may deem just and 
proper.
Pursuant to Order of 
the Court.
MOSES, DUNN, 
FARMER & TUTHILL, 
P.C.
Karla K. Poe
Attorneys for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 27047
Albuquerque, NM 
87125-7047
Telephone: (505) 843-
9440
Email: karla@mose-
slaw.com 
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 10, 17, 24, 2021

#21030087
STATE OF 

NEW MEXICO
IN THE PROBATE 

COURT
MORA COUNTY

No. 2021-002
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF 
NATIVIDAD N. 
HERNANDEZ

Deceased
NOTICE TO KNOWN

CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been 
appointed personal 
representative of this 
estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
estate are required to 
present their claims 
within four (4) months 
after the date of the irst 
publication of any pub-
lished notice to credi-
tors or the date of mail-
ing or other delivery of 
this notice, whichever 
is later, or the claims 
will be forever barred. 
Claims must be pre-
sented either to the 
undersigned personal 
representative at the 
address listed below, or 
iled with the Probate 
Court of Mora County, 
New Mexico, located at 
the following address: 

P.O. Box 580, Mora, 
N.M. 87732
DATED: 1/15/2021
/s/ Nick S. Hernandez, 
personal representa-
tive
PO Box 231 
Rainsville, NM 87736
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 10, 17, 24, 2021

#21030089
FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT

STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF 
SAN MIGUEL

NO. D-
412-CV-2021-0051

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE PETITION

FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME OF

ELIZABETH LENDE
NOTICE OF PETITION

FOR CHANGE OF
NAME

TAKE NOTICE that in 
accordance with the 
provisions of Sec. 40-
8-1 through Sec. 40-
8-3 NMSA 1978, the 
Petitioner Elizabeth 
Lende will apply to the 
Honorable Gerald E. 
Baca, District Judge of 
the Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict at the San Miguel 
County Courthouse in 
Las Vegas, New Mexi-
co at 9:30 a.m. on the 
12th day of April, 2021 
for a FINAL ORDER 
FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME from Elizabeth 
Lende to Zoe Elizabeth 
Lende.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Elizabeth Lende, 
Petitioner pro se
41 El Gusano Drive
Ilfeld, NM 87538
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 10, 17, 2021

#21030091
STATE OF SOUTH 

DAKOTA
SS

COUNTY OF HAND
IN THE INTERESTS 

OF, D. C. DOB 
10/05/2012 

Minor Child and 
concerning 
MEAGHAN 

DANIELLE CICAIROS 
and JUAN 

MARTINEZ,
Respondent (s).

IN CIRCUIT COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
JUV 19-03

NOTICE OF ENTRY
You are hereby noti-
ied that a Final Dis-
positional Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions 
of Law and a Final Dis-

positional Order, in the 
above-entitled matter, 
true and correct copies 
of which are attached 
and served upon you, 
were iled and dock-
eted in the Ofice of the 
Clerk of Courts of Hand 
County, South Dakota, 
on the February 24, 
2021.
/s/ Elton R. Anson
Hand County State’s 
Attorney
214 N Broadway, Miller, 
SD 57362
(605) 853-0000
PUB: Las Vegas Op-
tic, Mar 10, 17, 24, 31, 
2021

#21030092
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS
The Cleveland Mu-
tual Domestic Water 
Consumer and Sew-
age Works Associa-
tion (Owner) requests 
sealed bids until 2:00 
p.m. on 23 March 2021 
at the parking lot of the 
Cleveland Volunteer 
Fire Department on 
NM State Road 518 in 
Cleveland, New Mexico 
for a unit price contract 
for construction of the 
Cleveland MDWC & 
SWA – Supplemental 
Water Storage Tank 
project. 
The project involves 
the construction of a 
new 10,000-gallon 
welded steel water 
storage tank, includ-
ing connections to the 
existing water supply 
line, drain and over-
low lines, reinforced 
concrete foundation, 
trenching, backill, and 
compaction, and mis-
cellaneous construc-
tion.
Complete electronic 
sets of the bidding 
documents may be 
obtained from the Con-
struction Journal at 
www.constructionjour-
nal.com, or by contact-
ing Sierra Engineering 
Solutions, the Engineer 
of Record, at (505) 
670-5385.
Bidders are expected 
to inspect the site of 
the work and to inform 
themselves regarding 
all local conditions. A 
mandatory pre-bid con-
ference and site tour of 
this project is sched-
uled for 16 March 2021 
at 10:00 a.m. starting 
at the parking lot of 
the Cleveland Volun-
teer Fire Department 

on NM State Road 
518 in Cleveland, New 
Mexico.
Bidders on this project 
must be licensed New 
Mexico Contractors. 
All bidders must indi-
cate their current New 
Mexico Contractor’s 
License Number and 
classiication on the 
outside of the sealed 
envelope.
It is the policy of the 
Cleveland Mutual Do-
mestic Water Con-
sumer and Sewage 
Works Association not 
to discriminate against 
handicapped persons 
in employment or pro-
visions of services. 
Bidders must include 
assurance of non-dis-
crimination on the ba-
sis of the handicapped 
with their proposals.
Minimum wage rates 
for this project shall be 
determined by the New 
Mexico Department of 
Workforce Solutions.
Working time for this 
Contract is sixty (60) 
calendar days. Time 
will be counted from 
the date of Notice to 
Proceed.
The Owner reserves 
the right to accept or 
reject any or all Pro-
posals or Bids, to 
waive technicalities, to 
make any investigation 
deemed necessary of a 
Bidder’s ability to per-
form the work covered 
by the Speciications, 
and to accept what in 
the judgement of the 
Owner is the best bid.
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 12, 17, 19, 2021

#21030093
NEW MEXICO 
HIGHLANDS 
UNIVERSITY

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL

#21-004
NGIP: 90610

New Mexico Highlands 
University (NMHU) will 
accept proposals for 
its ARCHITECTURAL 
& ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR THE 
SININGER HALL REN-
OVATION Request for 
Proposal Number RFP 
21-004.
A pre-proposal meeting 
will be held by Zoom 
video conference on 
April 2, 2021 at 9:00 
am. A site visit at the 
Sininger Hall Building 
will be held by appoint-
ment on April 3, 2021. 

Sininger Hall is located 
at 904 National Avenue 
on the NMHU main 
campus in Las Vegas, 
NM 87701. 
All proposals must be 
in NMHU’s Purchas-
ing Department prior to 
2:00 pm local time on 
April 30, 2021. Propos-
als received after that 
time shall not be ac-
cepted. Proposals shall 
not be opened publicly.
All proposals shall 
comply with the New 
Mexico Procurement 
Code, and applicable 
federal, State and local 
laws. 
NMHU reserves the 
right to waive irregu-
larities, reject any or 
all proposals, cancel 
this RFP for any reason 
and at any time, and/or 
award a contract that is 
in its best interest. No 
Offeror may withdraw 
his proposal for ninety 
(90) calendar days af-
ter the actual date of 
the opening. 
RFP documents can 
be obtained by contact-
ing Mr. Aaron Flure at 
alure@nmhu.edu 505-
454-3053; Mr. Ronnie 
Lopez ronaldlopez@
nmhu.edu or 505-426-
2061; or Mr. Mario 
Romero at mrromero@
nmhu.edu or 505-454-
3195.
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 12, 17, 19, 2021

#21030095
NOTICE OF 

ADOPTION OF 
ORDINANCE 

NO. 21-02
Notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of 
the City of Las Vegas, 
N M, at their Regular 
meeting held on March 
10, 2021 adopted Or-
dinance No. 21-02 AN 
ORDINANCE GRANT-
ING TO PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMPANY 
OF NEW MEXICO 
(“PNM”), A NEW MEX-
ICO CORPORATION, 
A FRANCHISE TO 
FURNISH ELECTRIC-
ITY WITHIN THE CITY 
OF LAS VEGAS, SAN 
MIGUEL COUNTY, 
NEW MEXICO, AND 
GRANTING TO PNM, 
THE RIGHT TO USE 
ANY PUBLIC HIGH-
WAY, STREET, ALLEY, 
ROAD OR OTHER 
PUBLIC PLACE WITH-
IN THE PRESENT OR 
FUTURE MUNICIPAL 
LIMITS OF THE CITY 

OF LAS VEGAS. THIS 
ORDINANCE IS AN 
EXERCISE OF THE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS 
HOME RULE POW-
ERS.
A complete copy of 
Ordinance No. 21-02 
may be obtained at the 
ofice of the City Clerk 
located at City Hall, 
1700 North Grand Av-
enue, Las Vegas, New 
Mexico or on the City’s 
website at www.lasveg-
asnm.gov.
City of Las Vegas
Casandra Fresquez 
City Clerk
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 17, 24, 2021

#21030097
NOTICE OF 

ADOPTION OF 
ORDINANCE 

NO. 21-03
Notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of 
the City of Las Vegas, 
N M, at their Regular 
meeting held on March 
10, 2021 adopted Or-
dinance No. 21-03 AN 
ORDINANCE GRANT-
ING TO MORA-SAN 
MIGUEL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(“COOP”), A NEW 
MEXICO CORPORA-
TION, A FRANCHISE 
TO FURNISH ELEC-
TRICITY WITHIN THE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS, 
SAN MIGUEL COUN-
TY, NEW MEXICO, 
AND GRANTING TO 
COOP, THE RIGHT 
TO USE ANY PUBLIC 
HIGHWAY, STREET, 
ALLEY, ROAD OR 
OTHER PUBLIC 
PLACE WITHIN THE 
PRESENT OR FU-
TURE MUNICIPAL 
LIMITS OF THE CITY 
OF LAS VEGAS. THIS 
ORDINANCE IS AN 
EXERCISE OF THE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS 
HOME RULE POW-
ERS.
A complete copy of 
Ordinance No. 21-03 
may be obtained at the 
ofice of the City Clerk 
located at City Hall, 
1700 North Grand Av-
enue, Las Vegas, New 
Mexico or on the City’s 
website at www.lasveg-
asnm.gov.
City of Las Vegas
Casandra Fresquez 
City Clerk
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Mar 17, 24, 2021

#21030098

Continued from 
Page 6



Baby Blues by Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker

Blondie by Chic Young Hagar The Horrible by Dik Browne 

Hi & Lois by Mort Walker & Dik Browne Mallard Fillmore by Bruce Tinsley

Mutts by Patrick McDonnell Zits by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

 DEAR ABBY: I have seen letters in your column from people up-
set that their guests don�t help them after dinner. I am the opposite. 
I held onto a poem you printed years ago and had it perma-plaqued 
and posted on a kitchen cabinet.
 For more than 20 years, my husband and I hosted a dinner every 
Sunday after church. I set the table for 10, but we often had more. 
When guests offered to help, I handed them a copy of that poem. 
Could you print it again for your readers? -- FAITHFUL FOLLOWER 
IN MASSACHUSETTS

 DEAR FOLLOWER: Gladly. That poem has been requested 
many times over the years. It resonates with hosts who are 
territorial about their space when entertaining. It is included in 
my booklet �Keepers,� which is a collection of poems, essays 
and letters readers have told me they clipped and saved to 
reread until they were yellowed with age and fell apart. You 
were clever to perma-plaque yours. �Keepers� is both witty 
and philosophical. It covers many subjects including children, 
parenting, animals, aging, death, forgiveness and more. It can 
be ordered by sending your name and address, plus check or 
money order for $8 (U.S. funds) to Dear Abby Keepers Booklet, 
P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. Shipping and han-
dling are included in the price.
 It�s a quick and easy read as well as an inexpensive gift for 
newlyweds, pet lovers, new parents and anyone grieving or 
recovering from an illness.

STAY OUT OF MY KITCHEN by Susan Sawyer
 Please stay away from my kitchen
 From my dishwashing, cooking and such;
 You were kind to have offered to pitch in
 But thanks, no, thank you so much!
 Please don�t think me ungracious

 When I ask that you leave me alone;
 For my kitchen�s not any too spacious
 And my routine is strictly my own.
 Tell you what: You stay out of my kitchen
 With its sodden, hot, lackluster lures --
 When you�re here, stay out of my kitchen
 And I promise to stay out of yours!

� � �
 DEAR ABBY: I had weight-loss surgery six months ago. I haven�t 
had the dramatic transformation that some people experience. I�ve 
only lost about 50 pounds. 
 My problem is, friends who know I had the operation keep asking 
me how much weight I lost. I think it�s a rude question and none of 
their business. I understand people are curious, especially since 
they haven�t seen me in person because of COVID restrictions. How 
do I answer without saying, �None of your business�? -- LOSING IN 
NEW JERSEY

 DEAR LOSING: Your friends may just be curious and want 
to congratulate you on a big loss, and 50 pounds is one. That 
said, you do not have to answer every question that is asked. 
All you need to say is, �I�ll let you guess once you see me 
again.� If they ask for a hint, stick to your guns and change the 
subject. Then consider this: They may be gauging the success 
of your surgery for themselves.

� � �
 DEAR READERS: Today�s the day for the wearing of the green. A 
very happy St. Patrick�s Day to you all! -- LOVE, ABBY

� � �
 Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

 Dear Heloise: I love homemade soup and 
so does my husband. We will sometimes just 
take a couple cans of tomato juice or veg-
etable juice from our pantry, toss in some 
frozen or fresh veggies, and with some thick 
crusty bread, we made a delicious meal for 
two. I like to add some beef bouillon too and 
a few extra spices. My husband likes to add 
macaroni, but either way it�s always a hearty 
meal. It�s quick and easy and very tasty! -- 
Patricia G., Taos, N.M.

GARDEN CHEDDAR SOUP
 Dear Heloise: You had a cheddar cheese 
soup that my son loved, and since he�ll be 
coming home on leave I�d like to make it for 
him. But I can’t ind the recipe. Would you 
reprint it? I read your column every day and 
won�t miss the recipe if you reprint it for me. 
-- Janice W., Rochester, Mich.
 Janice, I get numerous requests for this 
recipe, so here it is:
 2 carrots, peeled and sliced
 2 small zucchini, halved and sliced
 2 tomatoes, peeled and cut into wedges
 1 celery stick, sliced
 1 cup portobello mushrooms, sliced
 1 onion, halved and sliced
 1 garlic clove, minced
 4 1/2 cups beef broth
 1 1/2 cups tomato juice
 1 tablespoon fresh basil, minced
 1/2 cup dry red wine

 1/2 teaspoon salt
 1/2 teaspoon pepper
 2 tablespoons fresh parsley, minced
 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
 In a stock pot, add the irst nine ingredi-
ents and heat to boiling. Reduce heat and 
simmer, covered, for 30 minutes or until 
vegetables are tender.
 Stir in basil, wine, salt, pepper and 
parsley just before serving. Sprinkle the top 
of each serving with cheddar cheese.
 If you like this recipe and enjoy soup any 
time of the year, you will like my pamphlet 
�Heloise�s Spectacular Soups.� Just go 
to www.Heloise.com, or send $5 along 
with a stamped (75 cents), self-addressed 
envelope to: Soups, P.O. Box 795001, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5001.
 Here�s a tasty tip: Puree celery and 
onions in a blender and add to most soups 
to add extra lavor. -- Heloise

TASTY ICE CUBES
 Dear Heloise: With warmer weather on its 
way, my family likes to enjoy a cold drink of 
lemonade or sometimes a soft drink. I take 
an ice cube tray and freeze ice cubes from 
the lemonade or soft drink so the drink stays 
cold and the ice doesn�t water down the 
taste. When I make punch for a party, I do 
the same thing with an ice ring so the punch 
doesn�t end up tasting bland. -- Tanya C., 
Springdale, Ark.

Hints from Heloise HOMEMADE SOUPDear Abby HAPPY HOST DECLINES HELP IN THE KITCHEN WITH A POEM
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ARIES � Mar 21/Apr 20
Your ambition and enthusiasm will allow you to grow 
your income. You�ll be able to afford to treat yourself. If 
you book a week-long vacation, it will be a memorable 
experience.

TAURUS � Apr 21/May 21
To avoid any unpleasant surprises when it comes to 
your inances, take the time to look over your bills. A 
mistake regarding a sum of money might have been 
made and could cause a major inconvenience. 

GEMINI � May 22/Jun 21
It�s important to think long and hard before you embark 
on a new adventure that�ll change your day-to-day life. 
New options will become apparent as the week unfolds.

CANCER � Jun 22/Jul 22
You�ll receive invitations to participate in an array of 
activities, each more exciting than the last. However, 
don�t forget to make time to rest and relax.

LEO � Jul 23/Aug 23
At work, as well as among your family and friends, 
you�ll be in charge of organizing a large-scale event. It�ll 
be quite a challenge to plan. You�ll also be asked to get 
involved in your community.

VIRGO � Aug 24/Sept 22
You�ll embrace a form of spirituality that will allow you 
to have a more active social life and meet interesting 
people. You�ll form new friendships and improve your 
well-being.

LIBRA � Sept 23/Oct 23
You’ll inally get your priorities straight this week. You’ll 
end a long period of procrastination and set in motion 
some much-needed changes. 

SCORPIO � Oct 24/Nov 22
You and your partner will talk about taking a vacation, 
which will encourage you to learn more about certain 
destinations that you�ve been interested in for a long 
time.

SAGITTARIUS � Nov 23/Dec 21
If you have concerns about your health, take the time 
to visit your doctor and have the necessary tests done. 
Either everything will be ine, or you’ll receive extraordi-
nary care that�ll allow you to quickly heal.

CAPRICORN � Dec 22/Jan 20
At work, your willingness to take the initiative will help 
you reach a long-term agreement with certain people. 
This will ease most of your inancial concerns and help 
you eliminate a few debts.

AQUARIUS � Jan 21/Feb 18
Either at home or at the ofice, a number of compro-
mises must be made to restore the peace. You�ll need 
to work on your patience if you want to get through a 
mindboggling situation.

PISCES � Feb 19/Mar 20
Are you overzealous? There are days when you need 
to respect your limits. Remember to consider your own 
needs before you commit to helping others. A family 
member may prove to be demanding.

HOROSCOPE

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 
only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. 
Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the 
same line, column, or 3x3 box.

ACROSS
1. Had bills
5. Type of 

bean
8. Opposite of 

east
12. Disastrous
13. Fruited  

pastry
14. Pivot
15. Milky stone
16. The works
17. Advance-

ment
18. View again
20. On time
22. Betrayal
25. Stuck
28. Consumers
32. Enemy
33. �Take Me 

____�
35. Luau wreath
36. Lure
38. Witnesses
40. Rosie, e.g.
42. Tool
45. Drying 

frames
49. Raring to go
50. Cast off
53. Taboo
54. Ceramic 

square
55. Bikini part
56. Flush
57. Tavern 

orders
58. Blue above
59. Has lunch

DOWN
1. Aroma
2. Rub lightly
3. Historical 

ages
4. Strike out
5. Vacation hot 

spot
6. Canola  

____
7. Howls
8. Carriages
9. Important 

test
10. Misstep

11. Circus shel-
ter

19. Variable
21. More rugged
23. Snakelike 

swimmer
24. Kind of brick
25. Astern
26. Bambi�s 

mother
27. Dress  

bottom
29. Architectural 

add-on
30. Cardinal�s 

color
31. Bro�s sibling

34. Fish snare
37. Lion groups
39. Pumpkin 

color
41. Action 

words
42. Evidence
43. Nastiness
44. Horrid
46. Soft drink
47. Snarl
48. Piglets� 

mothers
51. Bother
52. �One ____ 

at a Time�

CROSSWORDS



A 
week ago, the 
Luna Community 
College Rough 

Riders thought their sea-
son was over after the 
school announced the 
season had been canceled 
due to budgetary restric-
tions. Fast forward to 
Monday, and the Rough 
Riders were back in action 
at Brandt field against 
the New Mexico Military 
Institute (NMMI) Broncos 
after the school’s Board 
of Trustees restarted the 
season. It’s been a whirl-
wind couple of weeks for 
the Rough Riders, who 
faced the Broncos for the 
fifth and sixth times this 
season. 

“It was exciting,” head 
coach T.C. Nusser said. 
“Absolutely exciting, 
when you have your sea-
son taken away, and then 
you get it back, obviously 
it’s going to be exciting.”

The Broncos were 13-1 
going into Monday’s 
games with their only 
loss coming at the hands 
of the Rough Riders, but 
Luna could not replicate 
that, dropping both seven 
inning games of the dou-
bleheader. The Rough Rid-
ers dropped the first game 
13-1 after just five innings 
of play. In game two, Luna 
made some adjustments, 
especially with their bats, 
scoring nine runs, rally-
ing late in the ball game 
by scoring five runs in the 
sixth innings to make it a 
10-9 ball game going into 
the seventh inning, before 
losing 12-9.

“It also takes a mental 
toll on you,” Nusser said. 
“I mean these guys went 
from being broke down 
to all of the sudden we’re 
back to playing. For 18 and 

19-year-olds to go through 
that, it’s tough, but we’re 
all excited to get to play 
again.”

NMMI has established 
themselves as one of the 
powerhouses in junior 
college baseball in recent 
years, and the team knows 
losing to them is nothing 
to be ashamed of. How-
ever, Luna does know that 
they need to begin to play 
better baseball as they get 
further into Region 9 play.

“That’s a really good 
ball club over there,” 
Nusser said. “Really well 
coached team, they can 
swing it one through nine, 
and even their guys off 
the bench can swing it, so 
I like where we’re at, in 
game two especially.”

Nusser believes that the 
adversity that his team has 
already faced this season 
will help them as the year 
goes on and the team gets 
more games under its belt. 
He believes it helped them 
battle back in the second 
game of the doubleheader 
after a rough first game. If 
there’s one thing that this 
Rough Rider team knows 
this early in the season, 
though, it is about battling 
back. 

“Anything emotional 
like that, that big of an 
emotional roller-coaster, 
it’s going to have a little 
effect,” Nusser said. “But 
I believe our guys are 
mentally tough enough to 
overcome, they really are.”

Overall, this is a team 
that was happy to be back 
out on the field Monday, 
just five days after its fate 
hung in the balance, in the 
hands of others. Now back 
on the baseball diamond, 
they can face the opponent 
in the opposite dugout 
and they can control the 
outcome. This excites 

Nusser, as he believes this 
team is not just a feel-good 
story of a team getting to 
play, but one that perhaps 
has a chance to be one of 
his best at Luna.

“I think it’s one of 
the most talented teams 
we’ve ever had,” Nusser 
said. “So really the pitch-
ing excites me, the hitting 
excites me, just all-around 
I’m excited about this 
team.”

In the 12-9 loss in game 
two on Monday, one thing 
that stood out was how 
the team was able to feed 
off each other when they 
were swinging the bats. 
As the saying goes, “hit-
ting is contagious” and the 
Rough Riders hope that it 
will continue to be as they 
get into the heart of their 
Region 9 schedule this 
month.

Luna Baseball makes 
return to the field
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Dusty Sipe is able to make the pick at first base and get the out in game one of Monday’s doubleheader.
Sipealso amde an impact with his bat. hitting a home run in game two on Monday.

By Gabriel Myers
Optic Sports Editor
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The New Mexico High-
lands University Cowboys 
baseball team played 
their first home games of 
the season late last week 
against University of Colo-
rado at Colorado Springs 
in back-to-back double 
headers on Thursday and 
Friday. 

On Thursday it was a 
fight to get to the bat rack 
for both teams, as a total of 
65 runs were scored over 
the two games. The wind 
made its presence felt, 
which, combined with the 
high altitude of Las Vegas, 
led to a total of 14 home 
runs between the two 
teams in a double header 
split. 

On Friday, the Cow-
boys were stymied by a 
dominant performance 
from the Mountain Lions 
senior pitcher Daniel Silva, 
who did not allow a hit for 
seven innings after a home 
run by senior third base-
man Gaylan Young in the 
first inning. In game two 
of Friday’s doubleheader, 
the Cowboys were unable 
to hold a lead late, after 
being up 7-5 going into the 
sixth, the Mountain Lions 
rallied with three runs in 
the final two innings to 
pull out a series win.

After going 4-4 through 
the first eight games of 
the season, the Cowboys 

know they have to be bet-
ter going forward, and 
head coach Shannon Hunt 
believes that starts first on 
the defensive side, espe-
cially with the glove.

“When we have made 
good pitches, we’ve made 
the mistake with the 
glove,” Hunt said. “We 
didn’t turn a double play, 
we make an error when 
we have those opportuni-
ties. At our level and at 
this elevation if you make 
a mistake it will cost you 
three runs.”

The Cowboys com-
mitted 10 errors over the 
course of the four games. 
However, the team did 
commit just one error in 
both games on Friday, and 
Hunt is hopeful that with 
the more games the team 
plays, fewer and further 
between the errors will be. 
Part of the challenge with 
the gloves does date back 
to the preseason, when 
the team’s practices were 
highly regulated due to 
the pandemic.

“I think the biggest 
challenge has been defen-
sively,” Hunt said. “Just 
because we have missed 
out on opportunities and 
repetition, and the oppor-
tunity to clean up things 
like footwork that we nor-
mally would see on a daily 
basis.”

Now that the team 
is in the season, Hunt is 

optimistic that the errors 
will begin to subside. The 
high point of the weekend 
for the Cowboys was in 
the first game of the series, 
when the team won 20-18, 
a score that more closely 
resembles that of a football 
game rather than baseball. 
The Cowboys could not 
have started the game bet-
ter, scoring nine runs in 
the first inning, thanks to 
home runs by Young and 
sophomore designated hit-
ter Charles Morgan. The 
Mountain Lions bounced 
back in the third inning 

by scoring eight runs, and 
thus the slugfest began. 

The Cowboys scored in 
four of the last five innings 
and were able to hold on 
for an eventful 20-18 win.

“That’s always scared 
me, nine runs in the first 
inning,” Hunt said. “I 
turned to my trainer and 
said it will never last, it’s 
the worst thing in the 
world to see nine runs in 
the first inning because it 
will shut down, and they 
will have to climb back 
in... it’s almost too much 
soon.”

One thing strategically 
that was notable for the 
Cowboys over the course 
of the weekend was that 
Hunt allowed his pitchers 
to have a long leash. He 
consistently let his pitchers 
attempt to work through 
a rough patch rather than 
giving the quick hook. 

“Part of that is because 
we don’t have a deep 
staff,” Hunt said. “Will 
that sustain? No, but I 
am patient to a fault. That 
comes from a lot of years 
of experience, and a lot of 
times if you let kids get 

out of things as much as 

you can then they learn 

how to get out of trouble.”

The Cowboys are hope-

ful to turn things around 

this weekend when they 

take on the Metropolitan 

State University of Denver 

Roadrunners in a four-

game set this weekend. 

here in Las Vegas. The 

Roadrunners entered the 

national rankings at No. 25 

this week after an 8-0 start. 

The weekend series begins 

Friday at 2 p.m.

The bats highlight an otherwise 
rough weekend for Highlands

By Gabriel Myers
Optic Sports Editor
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Senior third baseman Gaylan Young takes a swing, Young went 7-15 over the four game series with three 
home runs and three doubles.

Gabriel Myers/Optic Photo

Freshman pitcher Tony Limon took the mound for the Rough Riders in game 
one Monday, the team’s first game since their season was reinstated last 
Wednesday.
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holds the records sought. The documents 
belong to every citizen, Majors said, and 
government agencies like LVCS store 
them for the public until the public wish-
es to see them.

“These documents belong to us; 
they’re just holding them for us in their 
filing cabinet so we don’t have to hold 
them in our filing cabinet at home,” 
Majors said.

And since these documents belong 
to the public, according to Majors, view-
ing them should come at no cost. She 
equates the storage and retrieval of these 
documents to keeping money in a bank: 
People tend to keep their money in a 
bank account for safekeeping, with the 
understanding that, when they want 
their money, the bank will retrieve it in 
a timely manner, and without charging 
them fees for access to it.

A �plain violation�

Many of the 10 IPRA requests Archu-
leta mentioned at the January 2020 board 
meeting were for documents relating to 
the district’s actions surrounding the dis-
missal of Stacy Fulgenzi, a former teach-
er, and former head volleyball coach at 
Robertson High School.

The district placed Fulgenzi on 
administrative leave in October 2019, 
midway through the volleyball season. 
Fulgenzi was also teaching physical edu-
cation at Robertson at the time.

After Fulgenzi was placed on leave, 
Superintendent Archuleta told the Optic 
that Fulgenzi’s dismissal was a “person-
nel matter,” but declined to comment 
further. Fulgenzi told the Optic she was 
not given a reason for her dismissal, 
either.

Searching for answers, on Oct. 28, 
2019, Fulgenzi filed a request for public 
records relating to her employment with 
the district. At least two media outlets 
also filed requests under IPRA for docu-
ments relating to the dismissal of Ful-
genzi.

Under IPRA, a governmental body 
has three days to acknowledge it has 
received a request to inspect records, and 
it must fulfill the request within 15 days. 
However, an agency can request more 
time to fulfill requests.

Following Fulgenzi’s Oct. 28, 2019, 
request, LVCS stated it would respond 
by Nov. 12, 2019. On Nov. 12, the dis-

trict wrote Fulgenzi to say her request 
was “unduly burdensome,” and said it 
would respond by Nov. 27, 2019. The 
district then extended the deadline to 
Dec. 4, 2019, and later pushed the dead-
line up further to Dec. 11, 2019.

Delays aside, once the documents 
were prepared for Fulgenzi — 889 pages 
of them — the district informed her it 
was charging a total of $143.54 in fees: 
10 cents per page for copies, plus $56.64 
to cover “the amount of time required 
to make and organize the copies.” The 
letter further stated the fee would cover 
two hours of pay for an executive assis-
tant to prepare the copies.

Fulgenzi filed a complaint with the 
New Mexico Office of the Attorney 
General, and the OAG determined that 
LVCS had violated New Mexico law by 
charging these fees. In the determination 
letter, Assistant Attorney General John 
Kreienkamp wrote that charging a per-
page fee and an additional fee for per-
sonnel was “a plain violation” of the law.

Raising rates, raising barriers

In an apparent response to the AG’s 
ruling, at the January meeting of the 
Board of Education, Superintendent 
Archuleta proposed that the district 
raise its per-page fee from 10 cents to 
the maximum allowed by law, $1 per 
printed page.

“Right now, our price is 10 cents per 
page for material — 35 cents (for some 
others). It can go up to $1 per page, it 
can’t go any higher than that. The other 
districts that we did look at had any-
where between 50 cents and $1,” Archu-
leta told the board. “So we have an idea 
of what this is, this is very time consum-
ing. Within the year, we have had 10 
IPRA requests. Within one month, we 
got five different IPRA requests who (sic) 
were very similar but somewhat not.”

Archuleta said one of the requests 
was nearly 1,300 pages of documents, 
and complained that preparing IPRA 
requests required her time, the time of 
the district’s IT director or other staff. 
She claimed that preparing those IPRA 
requests had cost the district $19,000, 
though she did not elaborate on the mat-
ter, or provide proof of the cost to the 
district.

“My other concern is, many times, 
within those five IPRA requests, two 
of them never got picked up, so we 
went through all of the process — and 
they can do that, according to this law 

… On the East Coast there have been 
two school districts who’ve actually 
gone bankrupt because of this process,” 
Archuleta said. “So while we appreci-
ate the process for people so we can 
share the knowledge and what is occur-
ring within public school, we also do 
not want it to become something that’s 
abused.”

Archuleta did not provide proof that 
any school district had gone bankrupt 
because of public records requests. 
Majors with NMFOG said she doesn’t 
know of any school district, or any 
public body, that has gone bankrupt 
as a result of fulfilling public records 
requests. Majors also disputed the 
$19,000 figure cited by Archuleta.

“How many people do they have 
working on that?” Majors said. “A small 
army?”

During the March 2020 board meet-
ing, the board voted unanimously to 
charge the maximum allowed by law, $1 
per printed page.

While IPRA allows for government 
bodies to charge up to $1 for printed 
pages, that fee does not apply to other 
mediums, like email. According to 
Majors, if a document does exist in an 
electronic format, it must be provided 
upon request in an electronic format. 
And while IPRA states a body can 
charge for the actual cost of that record, 
the $1 per-page fee only applies to print-
ed or photocopied pages, not electronic 
versions of the document.

“The only thing they may charge for 
is the cost of a record if it is removed 
from the premises,” Majors said. “If a 
record exists in an electronic form at the 
time of the request, they may not charge 
for it, even if they have to redact items.”

Another �blockade�

Following the district’s fee hike, the 
Optic filed a records request for internal 
district emails pertaining to discussions 
regarding IPRA and public records.

The request was filed Sept. 17, 2020, 
and the district acknowledged receipt 
of the request later that day. Citing the 
“burdensome nature” of the request, 
along with COVID-19 restrictions, on 
Oct. 2, 2020, LVCS said it needed more 
time, and that it would respond by Oct. 
16. But on Oct. 16, the district said it 
needed even more time and would have 
the documents ready by Oct. 30. On Oct. 
30, the district said the request would be 
fulfilled “in several installments” begin-

ning Nov. 13, 2020.
The district responded on Nov. 13, 

demanding payment of $157.84 to have 
some of the electronic records emailed 
to the Optic. Specifically, the district 
sought payment for two hours of IT staff 
member’s time, billed at $51.33 per hour, 
along with two hours of an administra-
tive assistant’s time billed at $27.59 per 
hour. These fees are similar to the ones 
the OAG has already chided the district 
for charging Fulgenzi for last year.

On Dec. 4, the district sent two more 
letters demanding a total of $315.68 in 
order for the district to release the second 
and third part of the Optic’s request, 
essentially requiring $473.52 to receive all 
of the documents requested.

“It’s very specific in the Inspection 
of Public Records Act, in very plain 
English, they cannot charge for research 
time,” Majors said. “Too many public 
officials forget they are public servants. 
They are in those positions to serve the 
taxpayer who is paying their salary.”

The Optic filed a complaint with 
the attorney general Dec. 15, 2020. The 
district was notified of the complaint on 
Dec. 29, and the OAG gave the district 
until Jan. 22, 2021, to respond to the com-
plaint.

City Schools’ attorney, Carol S. Helms 
of Cuddy & McCarthy LLP, initially 
requested an extension, and the OAG 
gave her until Feb. 5 to respond. Helms 
then asked for more time, and the OAG 
gave her until Feb. 12.

That date passed without a response 
from the district, or its attorneys, accord-
ing to the OAG, but an extension was 
again granted until March 4, when 
the district’s lawyers issued a 30-page 
response to the complaint.

Though a final determination from 
the attorney general is still pending, the 
district’s lawyers assert LVCS has not 
violated IPRA. In the response, Helms 
stated the $473.52 sought to cover the 
time required by district personnel to 
retrieve the records is considerably less 
expensive than if the district were to 
charge $1 per page, in which case Helms 
says the fees would amount to more 
than $3,000.

“Unreasonable fees serve as a barrier 
— a blockade,” Majors said. “When the 
police come and take a police report, do 
they give you a bill afterwards? … Think 
of all the services that taxpayers receive, 
and yet, we don’t get a bill after we’ve 
received the services. Why is it any dif-
ferent for public records?”
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