
F
ifteen weeks after Shana Storey 
was reported missing, city code 
enforcement officers discovered 

her badly-decomposed body under the 
floor of a home on Romero Street. The 
discovery wasn’t a complete shock, 
however, especially not to Storey’s 
family who’d been told by several 
people that her body was in the house, 
under the floor. What was most shock-
ing, according to Katrina Stansbury, 
one of Storey’s sisters, is that news of 
the discovery came from an acquain-
tance on Facebook, not from anyone at 
the Las Vegas Police Department.

“I didn’t get a phone call. I got a 
video from someone on Facebook,”  
Stansbury told the Optic by phone. 
“That’s how I found out she was found. 
Not one phone call from the police.”

Stansbury said that she and other 
family members had been in regular 
contact with investigators at LVPD 
since Storey was first reported miss-
ing. Stansbury, who currently lives in 
Illinois, even traveled to Las Vegas in 
February to join a group of people who 
searched the city for Storey after she 
was reported missing in January.

During that search, Stansbury heard 
from several people who said Storey’s 
body was in the house on Romero 
Street, and Stansbury even met with 
LVPD investigators who took her to 
the home. She said investigators then 
attempted to convince her that Storey’s 
body couldn’t possibly be under the 
floor of the house.

“They said, ‘Look how short the 
floor is to the ground. There’s no way 
a body could fit under there.’ But you 
know, people can dig,” Stansbury said.

In fact, crime scene photos taken the 
day Storey’s body was located show a 
flat-head shovel propped against a wall 
inside the home, one of the few items 
in the otherwise empty house. Incident 
reports written by an enforcement ser-
vice specialist who discovered Storey’s 
body also referenced the shovel. The 
ESS officer wrote, “We noticed evi-
dence of a hole that was being dug as 
there were makings from a shovel.”

In late January, Lt. Matias Apodaca 
told the Optic LVPD had received 
reports that Storey might be with 
family in Albuquerque or Springer, 
but despite the constant interaction 
between the family and LVPD, Apo-
daca said, “We’ve reached out (to her 
family), but we’ve had no answer to 
those calls.”

See DEATH, Page 2
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HU student charged with attempted 
criminal sexual penetration

A New Mexico Highlands 
University student was arrest-
ed last Wednesday, and has 
been charged with attempted 
criminal sexual penetration 
and battery after entering 
another student’s residence 
while she was sleeping. 
According to documents filed 
with the San Miguel Magis-
trate Court, Donovan Kandjii 
entered a female student’s 
residence without permission 
where he tried to kiss her and 
asked her if “she wanted to 
have some fun.”

On Friday, Aug. 21 shortly 
after midnight, HU campus 
police were dispatched to a 
residence hall after a woman 
reported that Kandjii had 
come into her bedroom while 
she was sleeping, according 
to the affidavit for arrest. He 
allegedly undressed, got into 
bed with her and attempted to 
kiss her, though she reported 
that she told him to “leave her 
alone” because she was sleep-
ing. 

She then reported that he 
got on top of her and touched 

her breast while still trying 
to kiss her, according to the 
affidavit. She then managed to 
get him off her and told him to 
leave again. 

When asked by campus 
police if Kandjii was intoxicat-
ed, she said that she believed 
he was because there was an 
alcohol container in her kitch-
en that was not hers or her 
roommates.

Later, campus police met 
with Kandjii at the NMHU 
Police Department. Accord-
ing to the affidavit, Kandjii 
told police that he had been 
out drinking on Friday, 
Aug. 21 with his friends, but 
when trying to get home to 
his residence hall on cam-
pus, he realized he forgot his 
key and decided to go to the 
woman’s apartment. He alleg-
edly knocked on the door, 
but when no one answered, 
he opened the unlocked door 
and went to her bedroom. He 
reportedly told police that he 
took off his shirt and pants 
and got into bed with her, but 
when asked if he was naked, 
he said he did not remember. 
When asked if he had touched 
the woman’s breast, he said he 

did not remember. 
The officer taking Kandjii’s 

statement reported that he said 
“Oh my God, what did I do?” 

Kandjii was arrested and 
charged with aggravated bur-
glary, a second degree felony, 
attempted criminal sexual pen-
etration, a third degree felony, 
and battery, a misdemeanor. 
His first appearance in court 
with Magistrate Judge Melanie 
Rivera was held last Thursday, 
when he was also released 
from the San Miguel County 
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NM decides on relief 
funding for local 

governments
The Associated Press

SANTA FE — New 
Mexico Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham’s admin-
istration has reached 
a decision on how to 
distribute $100 million 
in federal coronavirus 
relief funds to local 
governments and will 
make details available 
to the public Tuesday, 
a spokesman for the 
Finance and Administra-
tion Department said.

Finance agency 
spokesman Henry Val-
dez said county and 
municipal governments 
are being notified of 
award amounts to meet 
an Aug. 31 deadline.

The state is taking 
into consideration local 
compliance with its 
emergency health orders 
that can be costly to local 
governments. That has 
also led to concerns of 
possible favoritism amid 
clashes between local 
and state officials over 
the governor’s approach 
to reopening the  

economy.
The Department of 

Finance and Adminis-
tration says it received 
requests for $192 million 
from 83 local govern-
ments for the $100 mil-
lion that is available.

State health officials 
announced 73 newly 
identified coronavi-
rus cases on Monday 
and nine virus-related 
deaths, bringing total 
pandemic fatalities to 
779.

New Mexico saw 
improvements in major 
indicators related to the 
spread of the virus, as a 
rolling daily average for 
deaths fell below four.

The seven-day rolling 
average of the positiv-
ity rate in New Mexico 
declined over the past 
two weeks, going from 
2.6 percent on Aug. 16 to 
1.9 percent on Aug. 30, 
according to an analysis 
by The Associated Press 
of data collected by 

See FUNDING, Page 10
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This is something Stansbury 
vehemently denies.

“Immediately when I found out 
(she was missing), I was on top of 
it, and nine days later, we were 
having a search party. So it’s not 
like the family wasn’t involved 
with this from the beginning,” 
Stansbury said. “It’s like they were 
trying to make her seem even 
more like an outcast.”

Illusive answers

Code enforcement officers 
located Storey’s body on May 6, 
wrapped in a brown blanket and a 
blue tarp. It was secured by some 
type of wire, and a plastic bag was 
covering Storey’s head.

That day, the Optic contacted 
David Bibb, who was chief of 
police at the time, seeking details 
about the gruesome discovery. 
Bibb responded two days later 
and said the case was still “being 
worked as a missing person case,” 
and added that leads detectives 
had followed had not “panned 
out.”

When asked again about the 
body 17 days later, Bibb confirmed 
the remains found in the home on 
Romero Street were those of Shana 
Storey. 

Bibb said her death was not 
being investigated as a homicide, 
and that investigators were still 
waiting for the results of an autop-
sy. The Optic requested further 
updates from Bibb in late June, but 
he did not respond.

In July, Mayor Louie Trujillo 
announced plans to replace Bibb, 
and on July 15, Las Vegas City 
Council approved Adrian Crespin 
as the city’s new police chief.

The Optic contacted Chief 
Crespin by email on Aug. 19 in 
an attempt to schedule an inter-
view about Storey’s case. Crespin 
responded by writing, “We can set 
up a date sometime next week,” 
but he never responded to a 
request to schedule a specific time.

The Optic emailed Crespin 
on Aug. 25, again attempting to 

schedule a time to speak with him, 
and Crespin wrote, “I am trying 
to get settled in and getting up to 
speed on operations here at the 
department. I will have my secre-
tary reach out to you next week 
and set up a date and time.”

The Optic asked to speak to 
someone else within the police 
department who could provide an 
update on Storey’s case, and Cres-
pin wrote, “I will have a response 
for you tomorrow.”

Chief  Crespin never responded.
The lack of communication 

from LVPD is something Stans-
bury said she is very familiar with. 
Since Storey was reported missing, 
Stansbury said she’d been in regu-
lar contact with Lt. Apodaca, the 
initial investigator.

“I was constantly calling, and 
texting and emailing Apodaca,” 
Stansbury said. “He was really 
good about getting back to me, but 
then he just disappeared off the 
face of the Earth.”

A new detective, Investigator 
Antonio Salazar, soon took over 
the case, Stansbury said. She’d 
been in contact with him for a 
while, but said before long, he too 
stopped returning her calls, so she 
sent him a text message. Someone 
on the other end wrote back to say 
the phone no longer belonged to 
Salazar, but the unknown person 
promised to pass the message 
along to him.

Stansbury called LVPD and 
asked to speak with someone in 
charge of her sister’s case. She was 
transferred to a sergeant who indi-
cated Salazar was still in charge, 
but the sergeant said Salazar was 
“on the street” and would call her 
back later. She asked the sergeant 
for an update on her sister’s case, 
but the man said he didn’t have 
any information.

When another family member 
called LVPD, Stansbury said they 
left a message, but didn’t receive 
a call back for two weeks. Stans-
bury said Salazar got back to her 
around then too, apologized, and 
said he was back on Storey’s case.

“I think he’s really trying, but 
I think they’re making it really 
hard for him because he’s a young 

detective,” Stansbury said. “I 
think he has good intentions, but I 
don’t think they’re giving him any 
resources, and I don’t really know 
what’s going on with anything.”

Turning to documents  

With few answers coming from 
LVPD, in May, the Optic filed a 
series of records requests under 
New Mexico’s Inspection of Public 
Records Act.

The city and LVPD released 
21 pages of documents pertain-
ing to Storey’s case, including call 
sheet reports and officer incident 
reports. Also included were evi-
dence tag reports, which were 
largely unreadable due to poor 
photocopying.

The fulfilled request did not 
include any investigative reports, 
and even though the incident 
reports show that investigators 
interviewed several people who 
were at the home on Romero 
Street when Storey’s body was 
recovered, no documentation of 
those interviews was included.

When the Optic asked the 
City Clerk’s office about other 
potential records, the office 
responded by saying “per LVPD 
Commander Steve Pacheco, the 
Shana Storey case is still consid-
ered an open investigation and 
has been upgraded to an open 
homicide case. No other informa-
tion is releasable until a suspect 
or suspects are charged with the 
crimes.”

The Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral chided LVPD earlier this year 
for illegally withholding records 
simply because an investigation is 
ongoing, and last month, the state 
Supreme Court issued an opinion 
limiting a provision in IPRA that 
shields certain law enforcement 
records from public disclosure. In 
the unanimous decision, the court 
said IPRA “does not create a blan-
ket exemption from inspection for 
law enforcement records relating 
to an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.”

The Optic raised concerns about 
the missing records with Mayor 
Trujillo and City Attorney Scott 

Aaron. Initially, Aaron referred the 
Optic to the City Clerk’s office, but 
after Mayor Trujillo asked Aaron 
to look into the matter, Aaron 
wrote, “To the best of my knowl-
edge, it appears that all informa-
tion obtained from LVPD regard-
ing your IPRA was released.”

Seeking closure 

Four months after Storey’s 
body was discovered, her family 
still struggles to find closure. An 
autopsy report was released ear-
lier this month, but it offers very 
few answers.

“A definitive cause and manner 
of Ms. Storey’s death could not be 
reliably determined,” the report 
stated. “The plastic bag over her 
head and circumstances by which 
she was found remain concerning 
for a potential asphyxial mecha-
nism of death, such as suffocation, 
which could not be ruled in or out 
due to the decomposed state of her 
remains.”

Some closure could come for 
Stansbury and other family mem-
bers by knowing how Storey’s 
body ended up under the floor of 
a house. They’d also like to know 
who put her there, and why.

“She didn’t put a bag over her 
head and wrap herself in a blan-
ket, a tarp and barbed wire or 
whatever and put herself under 
the bathroom floor,” Stansbury 
said. “It makes me so angry. It 
just feels like (police) don’t care 
because of the type of person she 
was.”

Stansbury said she and her 
sister were very close and spoke 
often. She said it’s important that 
people know Storey was loved, 
and that she is missed.

“We were all there to support 
her and help her,” Stansbury said. 
“She had family that really loved 
her and cared about her ... Just 
because she was homeless and liv-
ing the way she was, didn’t mean 
that we weren’t there to support 
her and love her, it’s just that 
some people need to take the steps 
to change themselves, because 
we can’t change their lifestyle for 
them.”

Death
From Page 1
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Viola Romero Berg
On Tuesday, Aug. 25, 

2020, Viola Romero Berg 
was called to her final 
home. She was born on 
June 12, 1921, in Roy, 
N.M., to Alberto and 
Adela Valdez of Mora, 
N.M. At the age of 2, she 
was officially adopted by 
her aunt and uncle, Flora 
Combs Romero and Juan 
de los Reyes Romero, 
from El Alto, N.M. Her 
aunt was unable to have 
children, and Flora’s 
brother, Alberto Valdez, 
having several other chil-
dren, wanted his sister to 
know the joys of raising a 
family.  

In 1940, Viola Romero 
married John Paul Berg, a 
native of Buena Vista and 
Golondrinas, N.M. Even 
though her husband 
was 20 years her senior, 
she left high school as a 
senior and they began 
their new life together 
in Pocatello, Idaho, and 
later Cheyenne, Wyo., 
where Paul worked 
as a machinist for 
Union Pacific Railroad. 
During WWII, they left 
Cheyenne and moved 
back to Mora, N.M., after 
Paul’s mother, Cleotilde 
Garcia Berg Maestas, 
passed away.  

Viola began her 
42-year marriage as a 
housewife and began rais-
ing her family. In addi-
tion, she worked along-
side her husband, Paul, 
building up Berg’s Body 
and Repair Shop in Mora, 
gardening, entertaining, 
educating, and instilling 
a strong and honest work 
ethic based on her strong 
Catholic upbringing in 
her children. She was a 
strong woman who was 
fiercely protective of her 
family. Whenever there 
was a friend or a neigh-
bor in need, Viola was 
there to help in whatever 
way she could. After the 
death of her husband, 
Paul, she left New Mexico 
and began her life with 
her youngest daughter, 
Velma, in Oceanside, 
Calif.  

During her time in 
California, she adapted to 
living an urban lifestyle 
versus the rural northern 
New Mexican life she’d 
known. She helped her 
daughter with Japanese 
students touring the 
United States, and she 
also became a substitute 
grandmother to some 
of the young Marines at 
Camp Pendleton. While 
on a city bus to Los 
Angeles with a Puerto 
Rican friend, they missed 
their last ride home. 
However, Viola figured 
out where they could 
walk to catch another 
bus. In another instance, 
while waiting outside 
a convenience store in 
her daughter’s car, she 
was taken hostage (acci-
dentally) by a female 

carjacker. The woman 
drove approximately five 
blocks and stopped the 
SUV to push Viola out of 
the vehicle because Viola 
was beating the perpetra-
tor with her purse. Viola 
got to her feet and start-
ed walking back to the 
convenience store aided 
by a couple of nice young 
men who stopped to help 
her. A similar incident 
had occurred in Mora 
when an escaped county 
prisoner walked into her 
home on the east end of 
Mora Valley and was met 
with a broom-wielding 
Viola. She successfully 
chased the culprit out of 
the house and called the 
sheriff’s office.  

Viola was preceded in 
death by parents Alberto 
and Adela Valdez 
and Flora and Reyes 
Romero (1951), Albert 
Valdez (brother); sisters: 
Martha and Jesse Trujillo 
(spouse), Flora and 
Albert Tixier (spouse), 
and Lena Stroh. Viola’s 
husband, John Paul Berg, 
passed on Dec. 26, 1982. 
She also lost her daugh-
ter, Velma Berg Robledo 
(2013), and grand-
daughter, Sandra Berg 
(2015). She is survived 
by her step-son, John 
E. Berg, Albuquerque, 
N.M.; daughters: 
Veronica Berg Romero 
Peña (Ben), Cleveland, 
N.M. , and Virginia 
Berg Taylor (George) 
Mora, N.M.; sons: Bert 
W. Berg, Mora, N.M.; 
Ivan D. Berg, Garden 
Grove, Calif., (USMC 
Retired-Master Sergeant); 
and son-in-law, Juan 
Robledo, Winchester, 
Calif., (USMC Retired-
Gunnery Sergeant). She 
is also survived by her 
grandchildren: Catherine 
Morris (Wayne); Michael 
Berg (Nora); Robert 
Berg (Suzanne); Vanessa 
Romero; Valerie Taylor 
Erkman (Nez); Kenneth 
Stumberg (Roberta); Paul 
Reyes Berg; Shawn Paul 
Berg; and great grand-
children: Danny Berg; 
Valene Herndon (Robert); 
Arlene Olvera; Cody 
Stumberg; Michael Berg; 
Alexis Stumberg; Maria 
Berg; Nicholas “Nico” 
Erkman; and great-great 
granddaughter, Riley 
Herndon. She also leaves 
behind numerous other 
beloved family mem-
bers and friends. Viola 
will be remembered 
by all for her humility, 
kindness, strength, and 
generous and caring 
nature. The Berg family 
would especially like to 
thank Vida Encantada 
Nursing Homes’ staff for 
their wonderful care of 
Viola during her almost 
five-year stay with them. 
Words aren’t enough 
to thank them for the 
compassion and love 
they showed Viola. A 
special thank you goes 
out to Roberta Stumberg 
and Ambercare for their 
support and hospice care. 
Thanks also go out to 
the Legion of Mary from 
St. Gertrude’s Church 
for their visits and 
Eucharistic ministering 
to Viola whenever they 
visited Vida Encantada. 

The same goes for the 
Eucharistic visits by 
Immaculate Conception 
Church and Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church in Las 
Vegas. Viola was very 
blessed to have had two 
wonderful women as 
roommates: Guadalupe 
“Pita” Ulibarri (deceased) 
and Mary Garcia. The 
family can never thank 
them and their families 
enough for looking out for 
Viola. A special thank you 
also goes out to relatives 
and friends who stopped 
to visit Viola, especially 
Ruby and Tony Trujillo 
and Corrine Romero.  

A rosary will take 
place on Friday, Sept. 4, 
2020, at St. Gertrude the 
Great Catholic Church, 
in Mora, N.M., at 10 
a.m. The funeral mass, 
officiated by Fr. Fred 
Alexander, will follow 
immediately at 10:30 a.m. 
Honorary pallbearers 
include all of her grand-
children. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions and the 
fragility of several of the 
Berg family, attendance 
at the mass and rosary 
will be limited to imme-
diate family. A private 
family burial of Viola’s 
cremains will take place 
immediately after the 
mass in Golondrinas, 
N.M. The Berg family 
deeply regrets that the 
mass and burial are 
limited to immediate 
family only; however, 
your phone calls and 
cards have been greatly 
appreciated. In lieu of 
flowers, Viola would 
have wanted dona-
tions to be made to St. 
Gertrude’s Church fund 
for the restoration and 
repair of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Mission 
in Holman, N.M.  Due 
to Covid 19 attendance 
is limited to family and 
immediate friends. Mask 
are required. 

Arrangements are en-
trusted to and under the 
care of Rogers Mortuary, 
600 Reynolds Avenue, 
Las Vegas, NM 87701 505-
425-3511 or 1-800-479-
3511. Online condolences 
may be made at their 
website: www.rogersmor-
tuarynm.com. The Berg 
family gratefully extends 
their thanks to Rogers 
Mortuary and their staff 
for their compassion and 
help during this very 
dificult time.

Andrew Valdez Sr. 
Andrew V. Valdez, 77, 

a resident of Las Vegas, 
N.M., passed away 
peacefully at his home 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Jose Max Valdez and 
Maria De La Luz Lopez 
Valdez; brothers Paul 
and Marcello Medina, 
Ben and Emilio Valdez; 
sisters: Flora Abeyta, 

Aurora Herrera and their 
spouses; special sister-
in-law, Una Valdez; 
nephews: Eric Valdez 
and Ralph Rudolph; 
Goddaughter and niece 
Andrea Valdez.

Andrew is survived 
by his four children: 
Veronica Chavez (Abel) 
of Pueblo, Colo., Sandra 
Valdez (Edward) of Las 
Vegas, N.M., Angela 
Jaramillo (George) of 
Lelia Lake, Tex., and 
Andrew Valdez Jr. (Mari) 
of San Jose, N.M.; (11) 
grandchildren: Leslie 
Ortega (Joe), Emilee 
Chavez {Jimmy), Martin 
Valencia {Jessica), 
Alyssa Valencia(Jordan), 
Miranda Ramirez, 
Marissa Lovins (Tristan), 
Matthew Jaramillo, 
Adrian Vigil (Adelita), 
Leandra Valdez, Devin 
Valdez, and Azlynn 
Valdez: 11 great-grand-
children; brothers: 
Anselmo (Chemo) Valdez 
of Las Vegas, N.M., 
Alex (Nora) of Tex., and 
Tony of Las Vegas; sis-
ters: Virginia Quintana 
{Wilfred) of Santa Fe and 
Beatrice Baca of Nevada; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

He was an active 
member of the commu-
nity, serving as Grand 
Knight for the Knights 
of Columbus, and the 
organizer of one of the 
first Easter egg hunts for 
the Las Vegas Jaycees. 
He was a professional 
meat cutter by trade. His 
hobbies were cooking 
for the family and oth-
ers, dancing, listening to 
country music, fishing, 
hunting and football 
games. He was an avid 
West Las Vegas fan and 
was a patriarch who 
loved his family, and was 
wholeheartedly generous 
to those in need. He was 
a devout member of Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church.

Services will be held 
on Thursday, Sept. 3, 
2020 beginning with a 
rosary at 9 a.m. followed 
by the Mass of Christian 
Burial, and Father Rob 
Yaksich as Celebrant.

Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, space will 
be limited. Services will 
be live streamed through 
OLOS lasvegas.org and 
the church’s facebook 
page. Pallbearers will 
be Martin Valencia, 
Matthew Jaramillo, Devin 
Valdez, Adrian Vigil, 
Robert Romero, and 
Sergio Valdez and the 
rest of his great-grand-
children. Honorary 
pallbearers will be his 
godsons, Victor Valdez 
and Kenneth Quintana. 
Cremation will take place 
at a later date and he will 
be buried in Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery. The family has 
requested any monetary 
donations to be made 
to Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church in his memory. 
Online condolences can 
be sent to the family at 
www.gonzalesfuner-
als.com. Anangements 
have been entrusted to 
the loving care of Billy 
G. Rogers at Gonzales 
Funerals & Cremation, 
2315 Hot Springs Blvd., 
425 -9319.
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Qué Pasa
Thursday, September 3
The monthly board meeting of the El Creston Mu-
tual Domestic Water Consumers Association will 
be hed at 7 p.m. via video conference. The public 
is welcome to attend. The agenda and video link 
will be available at elcreston.org or call 505-718-
6932.

Saturday, September 5 
Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance is hosting “A 
Walk Along the River” starting at 9 a.m. The walk 
will be led by Craig and Cassidy Ruge, who will be 
leading discusssion on birding. 

Meet at the bridge on Bridge Street to learn about 
the local bird population. Don’t forget to wear a 
mask and practice social distancing. Group size 
limits will be enforced as directed by the state. 
Hand sanitizer and masks will be provided upon 
request.

Ongoing
Tierra Encantada Farmers Market is open at 8 
a.m. until sellout every Saturday. It is located at 
Hotsprings Blvd. and Mills Ave. For more informa-
tion, call 426-1468. 

Ongoing
The Las Vegas Soup Kitchen needs volunteers 
to help with soup kitchen on Thursdays. Anyone 
wishing to make contributions is also much appre-
ciated for food and supplies. Call 505-425-7283 if 
interested.

FBI warns against 
COVID-19 scams

Many New Mexicans want to help during the 
COVID-19 pandemic by contributing to charities, but 
the FBI is warning that scammers also want to help – 
as in helping themselves to your money.

Nationwide, the FBI and other law enforcement 
agencies have received reports of scammers soliciting 
donations for individuals, groups, and areas affected 
by COVID-19. 

Scammers are leveraging the COVID-19 pandemic 
to steal money, personal information or both.

The FBI encourages individuals to protect them-
selves and do research before clicking on links pur-
porting to provide information on the virus; donating 
to a charity online or through social media; con-
tributing to a crowdfunding campaign; purchasing 
products online; or giving up personal information in 
order to receive money or other benefits.

A charity scam occurs when a thief poses as a real 
charity or uses the name of a real charity get money. 
Be careful about giving money to any charity calling 
for donations and be wary of calls about a donation 
pledge that one doesn’t remember making. 

Here are some tips on how to avoid becoming a 
victim of a charity fraud:
• Do your homework when it comes to dona-

tions, whether through charities or crowdfund-
ing websites.

• Never donate in cash, by gift card, or by wiring 
money.

• Do not let anyone rush you into making a dona-
tion. 

• Do not click on links from sources you don’t 
know. These could be attempts to download 
viruses onto your computer or cell phone.

The FBI has more tips at: https://www.fbi.gov/
scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/char-
ity-fraud

If you think you are a victim of a scam or attempt-
ed fraud involving COVID-19, you can report it with-
out leaving your home by calling the Department of 
Justice’s National Center for Disaster Fraud Hotline at 
866-720-5721 or via the NCDF Web Complaint Form: 
https://www.justice.gov/disaster-fraud/ncdf-disas-
ter-complaint-form

DEADLINES
Wednesday  —  9 a.m. on the Tuesday prior to 
  publication.
Friday      —  9 a.m. on the Thursday prior to 
  publication.

Holidays are subject to earlier deadlines!

To submit obituaries:
E-mail: 

obits@lasvegasoptic.com
Please send obits in Microsoft Word format

Questions:
(505) 425-6796

All obituaries must be prepaid before publication.

Obituary Information

Submitted to the Optic



A
s the state begins to open up once 
again with dropping rates of COVID-19 
transmission, residents of San Miguel 

and Mora counties need to remain vigilant and 
not let their guards down. 

Although the state is experiencing great suc-
cess in the fight against the coronavirus, locally 
we have seen an uptick in cases over the past 
several weeks, specifically with an outbreak of 
COVID-19 at Las Vegas’ City Hall, which has 
led to closures and an increase in precautions. 

As of Tuesday morning, there have been 81 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in San Miguel 
County, and six confirmed cases in Mora 
County. 

Those numbers have jumped significantly 
over the past six weeks, despite bans on indoor 
dining and reduced capacity at businesses in 
place. Now, public health orders allow for 
indoor dining to resume at 25 percent capacity, 
and houses of worship can increase capacity to 
40 percent. 

Additionally, students between kindergarten 
and fifth grade will be allowed to return to the 
classroom across most of the state after Labor 
Day. 

There has been no word on when older stu-
dents may be allowed to return to the class-
room, but we expect that decision to be based 
on the success of this first step. 

Though these are all great things, it does 
not mean that people can ignore protocols that 
have been in place for six months and have 
proven to be effective. 

The last time the state relaxed its restric-
tions, a large increase in cases followed, as 
people began ignoring the other, very impor-
tant aspects of the public health order. The 
first relaxation began in June and continued 
through the July 4 holiday, much like this one 
began just before Labor Day. 

Top public health officials for the state said a 
big reason for the jump in cases had to do with 
large family gatherings fot he holiday week-
end. 

Under the most recent public health orders, 
which took effect last Saturday, we are still not 
allowed to gather in groups larger than 10, not 
even for the upcoming holiday. Masks are still 
required in all public places. Anyone leaving 
the state is still required to quarantine when 
they return. 

All of these rules are in place to protect our 
communities from experiencing a surge in 
cases. The recent outbreak at the city showed 
that even one person being too relaxed with 
the rules can cause a domino effect that 
spreads through an entire workplace, and ulti-
mately an entire city. 

With flu season right around the corner, 
many health experts predict that we will see 
another surge in COVID-19 cases in the next 
few months. A community like ours, which 
has a large population of older community 
members, will be especially vulnerable to an 
outbreak of both diseases. That’s why it is so 
important that we take all necessary measures 
to prevent a widespread outbreak. 

We want things to look a little more normal 
as much as anyone, but we also want everyone 
to stay safe. Being careful now will allow all of 
us to enjoy a return to normal in the future. 

Editorial

Community 
must be cautious 
despite loosened 

restrictions
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W
e need some comic 
relief.

It’s hard to find 
humor in the year we’re in. 
Hardly anyone’s laughing, 
except inside their own little 

political and 
cultural echo 
c h a m b e r s . 
I guess you 
have to turn 
to the Disney 
channel or 
Nickelodeon 
to find inno-
cent and non-
controversial 
humor any-

more.
My early years started with 

“innocent” entertainment. Bill 
Cosby may be known as a low-
down sexual predator now, 
but as a young comedian he 
was clean and hilarious, with 
albums like, “To Russell, My 
Brother, Whom I Slept With” 
to keep us laughing. Now, as 
a grown-up and a student of 
history, I recognize 1968, the 
year that album came out, as 
a tumultuous year, with Viet-
nam raging and Civil Rights 
coming into its own. But for 
a 12-year-old boy during that 
time, Cosby’s bedroom scene 
with two brothers sleeping in 
a crib-sized bed and arguing 
over “touching me on my side 
of the bed” was laugh-out-
loud funny. Remember “the 
belt,” which was “9-feet long, 
8-feet wide, and it had hooks 
on it and it would rip the meat 
off your body if it ever hit 
you”? It was a figment of Cos-
by’s imagination and, as far 
as I’m concerned, the stuff of 
classics — although, in today’s 
climate, it might sound more 
abusive than funny.

Come to think of it, I guess 
those weren’t such innocent 
times after all. In addition to 
war on TV, we were fed a fair 

amount of violence through 
the imagination of those times. 
Watch the old cartoon “Pop-
eye” or the old “The Three 
Stooges” features and you’ll 
see what I mean. They made 
violence funny.

But talk of sex was forbid-
den in polite company, as were 
all those locker-room words 
that suggested sex; beatings, 
or at least the threat of beat-
ings, were far more acceptable 
— and laughable. Go figure.

Then came my less-than 
“innocent” years, when sex 
was far more interesting than 
violence and comedians like 
George Carlin and Richard 
Pryor broke new ground by 
abandoning their Johnny Car-
son routines for much dirti-
er, and funnier, monologues. 
Carlin’s was a wordsmith’s 
shtick, which got dirtier and 
more offensive with time, as 
well as more honest in his way 
of challenging the status quo. 

Carlin’s jokes ranged from 
the silly — about dogs licking 
their, er, private parts (“If I 
could do that I’d never leave 
the house”) to the sacrilegious, 
like the way he spoke about 
the contradictions between 
God and Hell. Disobey God’s 
commandments, Carlin said, 
and “he will send you to live 
and suffer and choke and 
scream and cry forever and 
ever until the end of time. But 
he loves you.”

My favorite Carlin quip 
of the moment is the one I 
bumped into online: “In 
America, anyone can become 
president. That’s the prob-
lem.”

Then there was Richard 
Pryor, who could’ve made 
Lenny Bruce blush with 
his blue-Black storytelling 
approach to what would oth-
erwise be deeply disturbing 
experiences in life, from grow-

ing up around prostitution to 
setting himself on fire while 
“free-basing” cocaine. Like 
Carlin, Pryor hit upon great 
insights, such as his story 
about his first trip to Africa, 
where he didn’t see a sin-
gle n-word (only he used the 
word itself), and determined, 
in a moment of solemn real-
ization, that he should and 
would never again run down 
his people by using that word.

That’s the thing about 
comedians. They evolve. They 
have to, if for no other rea-
son than to keep their mate-
rial fresh and timely. They’ve 
got to capture the moment 
we’re in. Like the activist Dick 
Gregory did in the 1950s and 
‘60s, and the “wild and crazy 
guy” Steve Martin in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s. 

“We tried to integrate 
a restaurant, and they said, 
`We don’t serve colored folk 
here,’” Gregory said dur-
ing the intensity of the Civil 
Rights Movement, “and I said, 
‘Well, I don’t eat colored folk. 
Bring me some pork chops.’” 

And when a younger, jaded 
“me” generation emerged 
from the intensity of those 
times, Martin’s “happy feet” 
nonsense became a great 
escape — and wildly popular.

“Chaos in the midst of chaos 
isn’t funny,” Martin once said, 
“but chaos in the midst of 
order is.”

If that’s true, it’s a won-
der we can laugh at anything 
these days. But we’d better, to 
hang on to our sanity.

Tom McDonald is founder of the 
New Mexico Community News 
Exchange, which distributes this 
column across the state. He also 
owns and operates The Com-
municator in Santa Rosa. He can 
be reached at tmcdonald.srnm@
gmail.com.

Finding humor amid
the chaos

Tom 
McDonald

Dispatch New Mexico
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Community should mourn newspaper’s end

T
he loss of a newspaper is pain-
ful to those of us in the busi-
ness. It doesn’t matter where 

that newspaper is, when one closes, it 
leaves behind a community missing a 
vital part, in many cases, the cohesive 
beating heart that informs, agitates and 
soothes.

The Los Alamos Monitor is such a 
part to the atomic city. It published its 
last issue Aug. 28.

When the Rio Grande Sun opened 
its doors Oct. 6, 1956, it covered the 
news in Los Alamos because there 
was no newspaper there. Times were 
clearly different as the Sun covered the 
removal of the main gate and the open-
ing of the city.

In 1963 Mark McMahon, with his 

wife, June, and two partners, started 
the Los Alamos Monitor. We recall 
many times sitting outside his office 
waiting for he the late Robert E. Trapp 
to finish discussing the news busi-
ness. McMahon was a gentleman and a 
newsman in the real sense of the word. 
He died in Dallas in 2017.

The Monitor printed the Sun for 
several years when we first went to off-
set. The business relationship contin-
ued until McMahon sold the Monitor 
to Landmark Communications in 1978.

We’re not fans of chain newspapers, 
most people aren’t. Landmark ran the 
paper in a manner to maximize profits 
and the newsroom took a back seat to 
money.

But the Monitor still had periods of 
greatness, mostly under former edi-
tor/publisher Evelyn Vigil, who has 
a laugh that could cut through sound-

proof walls. She was a demon on a 
beat and was normally unrivaled in the 
small daily editorial competition annu-
ally at the New Mexico Press Associa-
tion banquet.

With the 2008 great recession, came 
the beginning of the end for many 
newspapers in the country. The Moni-
tor was one of them. It struggled with 
fickle advertisers being wooed by an 
electronic “newspaper” full of cham-
ber of commerce events, event pictures 
and “grip and grins” where someone 
is being congratulated for doing some-
thing banal.

Many in Los Alamos will feel just 
fine with the two online media out-
lets that remain. The problem is those 
unfortunate people don’t know what 
they don’t know and that is most of 
the relative news in their community. 
The Monitor once gave them that, less 

so after 2008.
We have to acknowledge it’s the 

invisible hand and economics at its 
most basic level. The market drives all. 
If businesses won’t advertise in your 
publication, it’s not valued.

The Monitor’s death is a tragic loss 
that won’t be felt in full by the commu-
nity. Some may even celebrate it.

But we feel that loss for them and 
hope that the remaining media options 
step up their game and provide a 
wealthy, well-educated community 
what it needs. That means provid-
ing substantive news pertinent to the 
population. It means provide a lot 
more than regurgitating press releases 
and taking note of blooming trees on 
Ashley Pond.

It’s good neither McMahon nor Rob-
ert E. Trapp are here to witness the 
Monitor’s end.

Another Perspective

By Robert Trapp
Rio Grande Sun

Another Perspective

Racist thinking and our ‘second brain’

Some of what I am about to talk 
about I have stated before, but I feel 
that I need to repeat myself to prepare 
for another one of my brilliant insights.

The evolution of our brain involves 
what many like to call the “three 
brains.”

Our first and earliest brain is now 
called our brain stem. It first appeared 
in reptiles and some birds and is strict-
ly “instinctual.”

Instincts are fixed patterns of behav-
ior that do NOT involve reasoning, 
such as a dog shaking after getting wet.

The three most powerful instincts 
are self-preservation, social and sexual 
desires.

With the rise of mammals came a 
second brain, called the limbic system. 
This brain takes information from the 
first brain (the brain stem) and gener-
ates emotions.

There are a lot of psychiatric anxi-
ety and depression disorders that are 
related to a poorly functioning limbic 
system. The limbic system has complex 

structures of brain cells that exert great 
influence.

For example, people who repeatedly 
take stupid risks often do so due to an 
under-active amygdala while people 
who afraid of their own shadow have 
an overly active amygdala.

Another complex structure of brain 
cells in the limbic system is the hip-
pocampus. People with dementia, 
depression, or poor learning ability 
can be expected to have a poor hip-
pocampus.

The third brain to develop occurred 
in higher functioning mammals and is 
called the cerebral cortex. A wild tur-
key has a good cerebral cortex and has 
a vocabulary of over 30 words. They 
have sounds for danger, bugs, poison-
ous snakes, non-poisonous snakes, etc.

Humans have tens of thousands of 
words. Our cerebral cortex, in particu-
larly, our frontal lobe, is phenomenal. 
It is what sets us apart from the rest of 
the animal kingdom.

It is why Tom, the editor of The 
Communicator, can play tunes on his 
teeth and, if he wanted to, could prob-
ably learn to talk Turkey, which would 

improve his language skills dramati-
cally.

Now for the brilliant observation 
that I promised you:

The reason it is so common for us to 
never move past our mistakes, such as 
racist thoughts, is that we are not using 
our third brain enough while using our 
second brain too much. Stated another 
way, we are too much a slave to our 
emotions.

The other day I had a clinic sched-
uled in southern Arkansas. To get 
there I drove through country roads in 
the heart of Dixie, where cotton, soy-
beans and rice are king and plantation 
homes dot the countryside.

It was beautiful. So beautiful, the 
journey had the feel of a spiritual expe-
rience. I expect people get the same 
feelings on the huge cattle ranches of 
New Mexico or, in our nation’s capital, 
just seeing the White House and real-
izing the work and sacrifice it took to 
create something so majestic.

It explains why many plantation 
farmers were so reluctant to admit to 
or abolish the injustices of slavery or 
the racism that continues today.

Even people who understood the 
evils of slavery and racism had an 
extremely hard time giving it up. 
Thomas Jefferson abhorred slavery but 
freed only seven of his 600 slaves — 
two while he was alive, five upon his 
death, and two who escaped without 
pursuit.

It’s hard to argue that Jefferson did 
not have great accomplishments but 
it’s also easy to see that Jefferson had 
trouble dealing truthfully with the hor-
rors of slavery.

The problem is, sometimes it can be 
hard to act on the truth. Simply put, it 
takes a lot more courage to be truthful 
than to lie.

Show me a chronic liar and I’ll show 
you a coward.

Show me someone who is good at 
telling the truth and I’ll show you a 
man of courage.

Living in accordance with the emo-
tions dictated by your second brain is 
sometimes easier than using the third 
brain. But if you want to be higher 
up on the evolutionary scale, use that 
third brain.

By Don McDonald
The Communicator

Another Perspective

Lack of consideration affects us all

My neighbor’s two dogs, which he 
puts in his front yard, and which bark 
at everything that moves, woke me up 
this morning. It, as usual, aggravated 
me, but it did give me a topic for my 
column: People who are inconsiderate 
of others.

I’ve seen more than the usual num-
ber of instances of this kind of behavior 
lately, and was personally affected by 
one of them.

The one that affected me was some-
one deciding they wanted to play pick-
leball on the WNMU tennis courts, 
and using sidewalk chalk to put in the 
necessary lines. This led to the athletic 
director locking up the courts, making 
them not usable for those of us who 
play tennis there. The fact that there 
are four permanently lined pickleball 

courts laid out at the high school ten-
nis courts makes this act particularly 
senseless.

Then, a week or so later, the just-
completed artificial turf WNMU foot-
ball field — which includes a nice 
jogging/walking track and was open 
to the public — also was closed. Why? 
Because people ignored the “no pet” 
signs and took their dogs in, which left 
the inevitable deposits behind.

Since this is much more damaging 
to an artificial surface than grass, I 
expect the track is now lost to the pub-
lic for good. Once again, people think-
ing only about themselves cause all of 
us to suffer the consequences.

Then there are people who go 
beyond being inconsiderate, and are 
actively dangerous to others. A case 
in point is Readers’ Forum writer Don 
Heacox, who routinely puts forth the 
totally wrong statement that masks 

aren’t necessary because the sun kills 
the coronavirus. The fact is that the 
virus lives in the air for up to three 
hours, so it’s vital that we all cover our 
faces to prevent the virus from getting 
into the air. In case Mr. Heacox hap-
pens to read this, I’d like to ask that 
he wear a big sign with his name on 
it when he ventures out in public, so 
I can see him coming and cross over 
to the other side of the street before he 
has a chance to breathe on me.

The owner of the Jalisco Cafe is also 
promoting dangerous advice regard-
ing mask-wearing, by posting informa-
tion on their window stating that wear-
ing a mask poses health risks for the 
wearer because it traps the virus in the 
mask, which then goes up the nose into 
the brain. This bit of misinformation is 
authored by one Dr. Russell Blaylock. 
This is so blatantly ludicrous that I 
doubt if even the Cowboys for Trump 

would believe it, but someone might. 
It’s another self-serving, inconsiderate 
and dangerous act that could cause 
harm to the public.

This is far from the total list of 
inconsiderate people. The possibilities 
are endless, but I’ll add a few more. 
There’s the pickup driver with a loud 
exhaust system who drives through 
residential areas at 1 a.m. and the per-
fectly healthy person who parks in a 
handicap space and, when accosted, 
responds, “Well, there was no one 
parking there.” And finally, there’s a 
neighbor of mine, who I suspect is a 
vampire, who only comes out at night, 
goes into his backyard, and bangs 
metal objects together.

I fully realize that we’re dealing 
with human nature, and there’s noth-
ing to be gained or changed by com-
plaining, but I have to say that venting 
makes me feel better.

By Tim Matthes
Silver City Daily Press

Another Perspective

Hope Republicans rethink strategy

In their recent convention, the Dem-
ocratic Party strongly signaled a return 
to American politics as usual.

At least one party has gone back to 
the “big tent” concept, which tries to 
unite occasionally fractious divisions 
behind a single candidate, who then 
works to appease all factions in some 
way.

If Joe Biden wins the election in 
November, which to me is not assured 
despite the chorus of mainstream 
media polling that shows Biden way 
ahead, I hope the Republicans will 
rethink their strategy.

I would hope they would abandon 

their current strategy based on strict 
enforcement of a very rigid set of 
intolerant views, or whatever Presi-
dent Donald Trump is tweeting at any 
given minute, to one of systematically 
accepting a range of right-of-center 
opinions.

Such a change would allow the GOP 
to reclaim reasonable variations in 
views. The party could again embrace 
the moderate views of Sen. Mitt Rom-
ney and former Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 
along with the hard-right views of Sen. 
Ted Cruz and Sen. Lindsey Graham.

Reasonable Republicans would not 
have to find themselves supporting a 
Democrat for president because their 
own party has been abducted by the 

magical thinking of enforcers who 
insist the beliefs they espouse super-
sede science and visible evidence.

This is an exercise not in strength 
of belief but of the thrall that Trump 
holds over today’s GOP. It’s power in 
its purest and most corrupted form.

For example, no matter how hard 
Trump tries to focus attention on 
Chinese bungling as the cause of the 
COVID-19 epidemic (and he’s prob-
ably right), that does not overshad-
ow his complete mishandling of U.S. 
response to the pandemic from the 
get-go.

The U.S. now tops the world in 
COVID-19 cases and deaths. That 
should be the overriding concern of 

Americans, not labeling the coronavi-
rus as “the China virus.” It’s a dodge, 
folks.

A second example is the disman-
tling of the U.S. Postal Service in order 
to make failure of mail-in voting a self-
fulfilling prophecy, even if it disrupts 
daily life for millions.

Why isn’t every Republican in Con-
gress up in arms over this outrage?

The Republican Party is in bad need 
of an overhaul, and the Democrats in 
2020 are providing a good model for 
how that can be done.

A Biden victory in 2020, and I know 
a growing number of Republicans 
agree, may be the best thing to happen 
to the Republican party.

By Steve Hansen
Quay County Sun



Efficiency apartment 
for Rent, 505-426-4515

Studio Apartments for 
Rent, All utilities paid. 
505-429-7748

FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT

STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO

COUNTY OF MORA
NO. D-

430-CV-2020-00037
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE PETITION
FOR CHANGE OF 

NAME OF
SUSAN LOPEZ

NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR CHANGE OF

NAME
TAKE NOTICE that in 
accordance with the 
provisions of Sec. 40-
8-1 through Sec. 40-
8-3 NMSA 1978, the 
Petitioner Susan Elaine 
Robbins will apply to 
the Honorable Gerald 
E. Baca, District Judge 
of the Fourth Judi-
cial District at the San 
Miguel County Court-
house in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico at 9:15 
a.m. on the 17th day 
of September, 2020 for 
a FINAL ORDER FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
from Susan Elaine 
Robbins to Susan 
Elaine Lopez.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Susan Lopez, Peti-
tioner pro se
Hwy 161 MM 21.1
#5 Charles Street
Watrous, NM 87753
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Sept 2, 9, 2020

#20080277
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
OF SAN MIGUEL 

COUNTY N.M.
NOTICE OF 

MEETING, PUBLIC 
HEARING AND 

INTENT TO ADOPT 
ORDINANCE

NOTICE OF SECOND 
READING OF
PROPOSED

Ordinance No.
SMC-09-10-2019 

HARD ROCK
MINING MORATORIUM

EXTENSION
San Miguel County 
Hard Rock Mining 
Moratorium Ordinance 
Extension, the full title 
of which shall be Ordi-
nance No. SMC-09-10-
2019 Hard Rock Mining 
Moratorium. 
San Miguel County 
hereby gives notice 
that this proposed 
Moratorium Ordinance 
described below will 
be considered and ei-
ther called for a second 
reading and a inal vote 
will be taken upon at a 
public hearing where 
testimony will be taken 
at the County Commis-
sion meeting on Tues-
day, September 8th. 
2020 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
County Commission 
2nd. Floor Chambers at 
the San Miguel County 
Courthouse, 500 West 

National Avenue, Las 
Vegas, N.M. 87701. 
Complete copies of 
this 2 page proposed 
ordinance are available 
for public inspection 
during the normal and 
regular business hours 
of the County Clerk at 
the County Courthouse 
at 500 West National 
Avenue, Las Vegas, 
N.M. 
The ordinance states: 
500 W. Nation Ave 
Section 1: From July 
1, 2020 until January 
18, 2021 FROM THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
HEREOF, San Miguel 
County shall not con-
sider for approval, nor 
approve, any appli-
cation for conditional 
use or other permit, 
license or permission, 
of whatsoever nature 
or kind, for permits for 
exploratory mining op-
erations, drilling and 
extraction for metals, 
including but not limited 
to Copper, Zinc, Rare-
Earth Elements (REE) 
Cobalt or Gold explora-
tion, drilling or extrac-
tion within San Miguel 
County. 
Section 2: Any prior 
ordinance, resolution, 
rule or authority hereto-
fore enacted by San 
Miguel County, N.M. 
contrary to the provi-
sions of Section 1 here-
inabove inclusive of 
Ordinance No. 07 13-
99 ORD-3 SAND AND 
GRAVEL MINING OR-
DINANCE and any 
other relevant mining 
laws, and amendments 
thereto, are expressly 
superseded and set 
aside by this Ordinance 
Section 3: An excep-
tion to this Moratorium 
is made in this to allow 
the Open 
Pit removal of dirt, sand 
and gravel by San 
Miguel County busi-
nesses which have 
been in existence for at 
least 3 years from the 
date of this Ordinance. 
Section 4: Because 
of emergency circum-
stances, this Ordinance 
shall become effective 
immediately upon be-
ing recorded in the of-
ice of the San Miguel 
County Clerk. 
Dave Romero, Jr.
San Miguel County At-
torney
PUB: Las Vegas Op-
tic, Aug 26, 28, Sept 2, 
2020
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FOURTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT

STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF 
SAN MIGUEL

NO. D-
412-CV-2020-00285
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
OF MAGDALENA 

TERESA QUINTANA
a/k/a THERESA 
MAGDALENA 

QUINTANA
NOTICE OF PETITION

FOR CHANGE OF
NAME

TAKE NOTICE that in 
accordance with the 
provisions of Sec. 40-
8-1 through Sec. 40-
8-3 NMSA 1978, the 

Petitioner Magdalena 
Teresa Quintana will 
apply to the Honorable 
Gerald E. Baca, District 
Judge of the Fourth Ju-
dicial District at the San 
Miguel County Court-
house in Las Vegas, 
New Mexico at 9:00 
a.m. on the 17th day 
of September, 2020 for 
a FINAL ORDER FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME 
from Magdalena Tere-
sa Quintana to Theresa 
Magdalena Quintana.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Theresa Magdalena 
Quintana, Petitioner 
pro se
PO Box 701
Pecos, NM 87552
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Sept 2, 9, 2020
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IN THE DISTRICT 

COURT 
COUNTY OF 
SAN MIGUEL

STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO

D-412-CV-2020-00145
Celia Maestas, a/k/a 

Celia Sandoval
Plaintiff,

vs.
Dina Bowen et al., 

Defendants.
NOTICE OF

PENDENCY OF
ACTION

THE STATE OF NEW 
MEXICO TO: The fol-
lowing named or des-
ignated Defendants 
against whom con-
structive service of pro-
cess is hereby sought 
to be obtained, to wit: 
The unknown heirs of 
the following named 
deceased persons: 
Apolonio Marquez, 
Nathaniel Lloyd, Apari-
cio Dimas, Eugelia P. 
Dimas, Daniel J. Pol-
lack; and Unknown 
Claimants of Interest 
in the Premises Ad-
verse to the Plaintiffs 
(said premises being 
the property described 
in the First Amend-
ed Complaint in this 
cause).
GREETINGS:
YOU AND EACH OF 
YOU are hereby noti-
ied that an action is 
now pending in the 
District Court of the 
Fourth Judicial District 
of the State of New 
Mexico, in and for San 
Miguel County, New 
Mexico, and numbered 
D-412-CV-2020-00145 
on the docket of said 
Court, wherein Celia 
Maestas, a/k/a Celia 
Sandoval, is the Plain-
tiff, and you and others 
are the Defendants.
The general object of 
said action is to estab-
lish and quiet the title of 
the Plaintiff in fee sim-
ple against the adverse 
claims of you, and 
each of you, in and to 
the property described 
in the First Amended 
Complaint for Quiet 
Title in said cause, said 
property being:
Parcel One (1) contain-
ing 2.633 acres, more 
or less, being a portion 
of Small Holding Claim 
No. 5930, Tract 1 and a 
portion of Small Hold-

ing Claim No. 6017, 
Tract 1, within Sec-
tion 35, Township 14 
North, Range 15 East, 
N.M.P.M., in the area 
known as Bernal, San 
Miguel County, New 
Mexico, as shown on 
plat of survey by Win-
ston & Associates, 
Inc., dated February 
21, 2000 and revised 
on December 4, 2000, 
plat no. 99067R, iled 
in the ofice of the San 
Miguel County Clerk, 
December 5, 2000 in 
Plat Book 38, page 87, 
document no. 6909, 
and
Parcel Three (3) con-
taining 1.189 acres, 
more or less, being a 
portion of Small Hold-
ing Claim No. 5928, 
Tract 2, all of Small 
Holding Claim 5103, 
Tract 2, and a portion 
of Lot 11, all within Sec-
tion 35, Township 14 
North, Range 15 East, 
N.M.P.M., in the area 
known as Bernal, San 
Miguel County, New 
Mexico, as shown on 
plat of survey by Win-
ston & Associates, 
Inc., dated February 
21, 2000 and revised 
on December 4, 2000, 
plat no. 99067R, iled 
in the ofice of the San 
Miguel County Clerk, 
December 5, 2000 in 
Plat Book 38, page 87, 
document no. 6909,
Less and excepting 
the overlap with De-
fendants Dina Bowen 
and Lonny Boodman’s 
Property, which Parcel 
Three (3), excluding 
the overlap area, is 
more particularly de-
scribed as:
A parcel of land being 
a portion of Parcel 3 as 
shown on WINSTON 
& ASSOCIATES, INC. 
plat # 99067R prepared 
for Celia S. Maestas 
and recorded in Plat 
Book 38, Page 87,in 
the Ofice of the San 
Miguel County Clerk. 
Said Parcel being more 
particularly described 
as follows:
Beginning at a brass 
cap being AP 40 
along the W’ly bound-
ary of the Tecolote 
Land Grant thence S 
32°08’38” W a distance 
of 966.78 feet to the 
TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING of this par-
cel. Thence along the 
N’ly boundary line of 
this parcel N 80°10’53” 
E a distance of 286.38 
feet. Thence along the 
E’ly boundary line of 
this parcel S 00°39’22” 
E a distance of 140.76 
feet; S 39°17’22” E a 
distance of 69.52 feet. 
Thence along the S’ly 
boundary line of this 
parcel the following 
courses: S 60°00’00” 
W a distance of 67.06 
feet; N 22°07°00´ W a 
distance of 33.00 feet; 
S 61°18’00” W a dis-
tance of 83.82 feet. 
Thence along the W’ly 
boundary of this parcel 
the following courses: 
N 34°30’00´ W a dis-
tance of 39.60 feet; 

N 44°29’07” W a dis-
tance of 127.31 feet; 
N 28°49’01” W a dis-
tance of 52.68 feet; N 
67°34’08” W a distance 
of 50.60 feet to the 
TRUE POINT OF BE-
GINNING of this parcel. 
Said parcel contains 
0.937 acres more or 
less, the said Property 
being more particularly 
described in the First 
Amended Complaint 
for Quiet Title in this 
cause, reference to 
which is hereby made; 
and to bar and estop 
you, and each of you, 
from having or claiming 
any lien upon or right 
or title to the Property, 
or any portion thereof, 
adverse to the Plaintiff.
YOU AND EACH OF 
YOU are further noti-
ied that unless you 
serve and ile a respon-
sive pleading or mo-
tion in said cause on or 
before the 16th day of 
October, 2020, Judg-
ment will be rendered 
against you, and each 
of you, by default, and 
the relief prayed for 
in the First Amended 
Complaint for Quiet 
Title will be granted.
The attorney for Plain-
tiff is Danelle J. Smith, 
812 Lincoln Avenue, 
Suite #1, Post Ofice 
Box 1811, Las Vegas, 
New Mexico 87701.
WITNESS my hand 
and the seal of the 
District Court in and 
for San Miguel County, 
New Mexico, on this 
26th day of August, 
2020.
ROBERT S. DURAN
COURT ADMINISTRA-
TOR
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Sept 2, 9, 16, 2020
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL 

PUBLIC MEETING 
OF MORA 

INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

MORA COUNTY, 
NEW MEXICO

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of Educa-
tion of Mora Indepen-
dent School District, 
County of Mora, New 
Mexico (the “Board”), 
will meet in special ses-
sion at 6:00 p.m. on 
September 15, 2020, 
at the Luz Sandoval 
Gandert Administration 
Building board room, 
Mora, New Mexico, to 
consider a resolution 
granting inal approval 
and acceptance of the 
$300,000 Mora Inde-
pendent School District 
Education Technology 
Lease Purchase Ar-
rangement and Notes 
(the “Notes”) for the 
purposes of (i) inanc-
ing the lease/purchase 
of education technolo-
gy equipment for learn-
ing and administrative 
use in schools and re-
lated facilities within the 
District pursuant to the 
Education Technology 
Equipment Act, Sec-
tions 6-15A-1 through 
6-15A-16 NMSA 1978, 
as amended (the “Ed-

ucation Technology 
Equipment”) and (ii) to 
pay costs of issuance 
of the Notes.
A Lease Purchase 
Arrangement (the 
“Lease”) will be entered 
into for the purpose of 
inancing the Education 
Technology Equipment 
for the District.
The estimated cost 
of the educational 
technology equip-
ment required to meet 
the needs of the Dis-
trict is approximately 
$300,000.
The proposed repay-
ment terms of the 
Lease and Notes are:

$300,000
Mora Independent 

School District
Mora County, 
New Mexico
Educational 
Technology

Lease Purchase 
Arrangement and 

Notes
Date / Payment / 

Interest
Dated

• 1 - 8/01/2021 - 
$80,000 - $4,898
• 2 - 8/01/2022 - 
$80,000 - $3,682
• 3 - 8/01/2023 - 

$50,000 - $2,470
• 4 - 8/01/2024 - 
$45,000 - $1,620
• 5 - 8/01/2025 - 
$45,000 - $828

Total
$300,000 - $13,498

The Board hereby 
identiies the source of 
funds for the payments 
required on the Lease 
and Notes as proceeds 
of property (ad valor-
em) taxes to be levied 
on all property included 
within the District with-
out limitation as to rate 
or amount or other 
funds in the District’s 
general fund.
The Board hereby 
determines that the 
estimated rate of the 
property tax to be lev-
ied to pay the required 
payments of principal 
and interest pursuant 
to the Notes, stated in 
mills per thousand dol-
lars of assessed valu-
ation for property tax 
purposes, will be $0.84 
per $1,000 of assessed 
value in tax year 2020, 
$0.83 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in tax 
year 2021, $0.52 per 
$1,000 of assessed 
value in tax year 2022, 

$0.46 per $1,000 of 
assessed value in tax 
year 2023 and $0.46 
per $1,000 of assessed 
value in tax year 2024. 
The estimate is sub-
ject to adjustment or 
change. The District 
reserves the right in 
the best interest of the 
District and to assure 
that adequate funds 
are available to pay 
the Notes and the right 
to vary the mill levy 
amount.
Members of the pub-
lic are invited and en-
couraged to attend the 
Board meeting at 6:00 
p.m. on September 
15, 2020 to express 
their views on the issu-
ance of the Lease and 
the repayment of the 
Lease from property 
taxes or the District’s 
general fund.
DATED this 18th day of 
August, 2020.
BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OF 
MORA INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 44
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
Sept 2, 9, 2020
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MISCELLANEOUS:

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 505-922-2275

Have you or your child suffered seri-
ous LUNG ISSUES from JUULing or 
Vaping? Let our attorneys fight for 
you! Get the justice you deserve! Call 
855-400-3137

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 505-
515-0292

Struggling with Your Private Student 
Loan Payment? New relief programs 
can reduce your payments. Learn 
your options. Good credit not neces-
sary. Call the Helpline 505-922-2287 
(Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm Eastern)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train at home to become 
a Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Call CTI for details! 877-460-
0361 (M-F 8 am-6 pm ET)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 505-930-7596

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® 
REWARD CARD WHEN YOU 
BUY A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T 
NEXT! Limited Time Offer. More 
For Your Thing. (*Req’s well-qual-
ified credit. Limits & restr’s apply.) 
Call Now! 1-866-771-4662 or visit 
www.250reward.com/NM

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-771-4662 or www.
freephonesnow.com//NM

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed Internet 
for ONLY $14.95/month. Best 
Technology. Best Value. Smart HD 
DVR Included. FREE Installation. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-855-
404-4306

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High-Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-888-805-8653

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie 
channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 
1-888-758-5998

ENJOY 100% Perfectly Tender 
and Guaranteed! 20 Main Courses 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers Order 
The Butcher’s Bundle - ONLY 
$69.99. Call 1-855-256-2848 men-
tion code: 59104JWS or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/cheer78

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! 
Your donation helps education, pre-
vention & support programs. FAST 
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 1-866-955-1666

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-380-6225! FREE Consultations. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans Starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today! 1-855-260-
8627

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-925-1156

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 
866-464-6041.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-713-4303.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/year! 
Call 844-359-1238! (M-F 8 am-8 pm 
Central)

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION 
FUND - Anyone that was inappro-
priately touched by a Scout leader 
deserves justice and financial com-
pensation! Victims may be eligible for 
a significant cash settlement. Time to 
file is limited. Call Now! 844-805-3419

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 833-996-1402

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches & 
diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 1-877-
912-4307 or visit www.GetGoldGeek.
com/nm BBB A Plus Rated. Request 
your 100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. Call 
today!

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and 
on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. 
FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) 
CALL 844-250-8614 FREE Brochure.

Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 866-
673-6506

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-336-2135 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/nm

VACATION PROPERTIES: 

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY to more than 185,000 
New Mexico newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will appear 
in 23 newspapers around the state 
for only $158. Call this newspaper for 
more details or visit www.nmpress.org 
for more details.

To advertised, please call (505) 425-6796

NEW MEXICO STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIEDS

SAN MIGUEL COUNTY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

San Miguel County is accepting applications for the Full-
Time Classified Position of Detention Officer within the San 
Miguel County Detention Center. Under the direction of the 
Warden, Deputy Warden, Lieutenant and Sergeant respon-
sible for maintaining custody and control of inmates incarcer-
ated in the San Miguel County Detention Center. Responsible 
for enforcement of laws, correctional standards and regula-
tions and departmental policies and procedures that apply to 
adult detention and performs related duties as assigned.

CORRECTIONS POSITIONS RANGE I:

Salary: $26,208.00 - $28,000.00
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: Open Until Filled

Applications and a detailed job description may be picked 
up from the San Miguel County Human Resource Office 
located at 500 West National Ave., Suite 202, Las Vegas, 
NM 87701 or logging on to San Miguel County’s Web Site 
at www.co.sanmiguel.nm.us. San Miguel County is an Equal 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer. The County 
reserves the right to reject any or all applications. 

C000YZQN

Janitor/Maintenance
Entry Wage $9.72 per hour

MINIMUM: 
Have a valid New Mexico driver�s license, 
clear driving record. Be able to be cleared 

through NM State Licensing Bureau 
requirements for employment in childcare. 

PREFERRED: 
Previous experience conducting janitorial, 
maintenance, and/or yard work preferred. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Applications available at:
NM Workforce Connection

www.jobs.state.nm.us
Anton Chico � 1753 NM Hwy 119, 

Anton Chico, NM 88401
www.epcaa.org C000YZSM



Baby Blues by Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker

Blondie by Chic Young Hagar The Horrible by Dik Browne 

Hi & Lois by Mort Walker & Dik Browne Mallard Fillmore by Bruce Tinsley

Mutts by Patrick McDonnell Zits by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

 DEAR ABBY: Although he has never hit me, my husband has 
been emotionally and verbally abusive ever since our wedding ive 
years ago. One of his favorite names for me when he�s angry is 
�F----n� B----.� I know this is my fault because I have tolerated it. 
 Today, my 2 1/2-year-old daughter (who is usually a good girl) 
threw a tantrum and called me the same name twice. I try to disci-
pline her, but she doesn�t understand that she�s saying something 
bad if Daddy can call me that. How can she? He blames me for her 
talking that way, saying he hasn�t called me that in a month. (He 
called me that last week. I don�t use that language.) 
 I have suggested marriage counseling in the past, but he 
refused. I can�t leave him because I am seven months pregnant 
with our second child. How do I get both of them to respect me? 
-- DISRESPECTED IN THE EAST

 DEAR DISRESPECTED: You know that appointment you 
wanted to make for you and your husband with a licensed 
marriage and family therapist? Make one for yourself, right 
now, because what�s going on isn�t healthy for you or your 
little girl. 
 Your husband demeans you because from the moment you 
married him you have allowed it. Your 2-year-old isn�t being 
disrespectful when she calls you what her father does. Chil-
dren her age want attention, and they are mimics. Giving them 
attention when they use bad language reinforces them to do it 
more. 
 Please do as I�m suggesting before you conceive a third 
child. From your description of your relationship with your 
husband, his verbal abuse and the disrespect it conveys WILL 
be an example for your children that will follow them into 
adulthood.

� � �

 DEAR ABBY: I am a 37-year-old mother of two (ages 9 and 11). 
My husband and I have built a beautiful life together. We live in close 
proximity to his family, whom I absolutely love.
 My question involves my own family. My father passed away 2 
1/2 years ago. We were very close, so it is an ongoing struggle for 
me. My mother has since disowned me and my children. She�s a 
textbook narcissist who has said many very hurtful things and has a 
new man and new life. Our relationship was always strained, and I 
knew it wouldn�t be the same without Dad because he was the glue. 
 I have come to terms with this for myself, but we haven�t talked 
to our children about it. How do I explain to them that their grandma 
doesn�t want to be a part of their life? They love her and ask about 
her often, so I keep making stuff up. 
 She won�t answer phone calls from me or my husband. I believe 
she has us blocked. She has also blocked us on social media along 
with other family members. 
 I want my kids to know the truth, but I don�t want to hurt them. 
How can I do this? -- MOTHERLESS IN OHIO

 DEAR MOTHERLESS: Stick as close to the truth as you can, 
with some editing. If your children ask about their grand-
mother, explain that people deal with the death of a loved one 
in different ways. In your mother�s case, �She needed to look 
forward and not look back. Because your father�s death was 
so painful, she is concentrating on things other than family, 
and although we might miss her, we should be comforted that 
she has found a way to cope. It may not be what we would have 
wished, but it is her way, and we have to respect it and go on 
with our own lives.�

 Dear Heloise: How do I get rid of weevils in 
my pantry? -- Janice in Indiana 
 Janice, irst take everything out of your 
pantry and cabinets. Destroy boxes and bags 
that have any trace of weevil activity in them. 
Check everything, including cereal, lour, 
spices, dry pet food, pasta, dry beans, etc. To 
destroy unhatched eggs, place items in which 
weevils are not visible in the freezer for four 
days.
 Next, scrub your shelves with hot, soapy 
water. After that, spray shelves and doors 
with an insecticide, making sure you get every 
crevice. Close the doors and leave the pantry 
and cabinets shut for at least four hours. 
(Over night is better.)
 After doing all of the above, put everything 
in sealable jars before returning the food to 
the shelves. Also, buy smaller quantities of 
staples and freeze them before opening and 
using. This is a good habit to get into to keep 
weevils out of your home. -- Heloise

SPICED VINEGAR
 Dear Heloise: I�m looking for a homemade 
salad dressing recipe. Do you have one? -- 
Loretta, via email
 Loretta, I sure do! This one is great on 
salads or even as a marinade for chicken. 
You�ll need:
 1 quart cider vinegar
 1/2 ounce celery seed
 1/3 ounce dried mint

 1/3 ounce dried parsley
 1 clove garlic
 3 small onions (peeled)
 3 whole cloves
 1 teaspoon whole peppercorns
 1 teaspoon grated nutmeg
 1 tablespoon sugar
 1 tablespoon brandy (optional)
 Salt to taste
 Put all of the ingredients into a glass con-
tainer and cover. Let stand for three weeks, 
then strain and bottle.
 This easy-to-make recipe and other 
homemade dressings can be yours. Order 
at www.Heloise.com, or sent $3 along with 
a long, self-addressed, stamped (70 cents) 
envelope to Heloise/SSS, P.O. Box 795001, 
San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. FYI: Spices 
and herbs will keep a long time if they are 
stored in air-tight containers away from heat, 
moisture and light. -- Heloise

STICKY PROBLEM
 Dear Heloise: I had a recipe that called for 
honey, but after I poured it out of the measur-
ing cup, too much of it stuck to the glass and 
was very hard to get out. Any hints on this 
problem? -- Karen in Minnesota
 Karen, to make syrup or honey low faster 
and easier, ill your measuring cup with very 
hot water and let it sit for a few seconds, then 
pour out the water just before you pour in the 
honey to be measured. -- Heloise

Hints from Heloise NO MORE WEEVILSDear Abby TODDLER USES FOUL LANGUAGE SHE LEARNED FROM HER DAD
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ARIES � Mar 21/Apr 20
Your friends may invite you to join them on a weekend 
getaway, or your signiicant other will take you on a 
romantic adventure. A bit of solitude would do you a 
world of good.

TAURUS � Apr 21/May 21
You�ll be given new responsibilities at work that will 
lead to an exciting career opportunity in your ield. You 
should anticipate needing a bit of extra time to complete 
all your projects.

GEMINI � May 22/Jun 21
Your boss will likely encourage you to sign up for 
a training pro¬gram that will open doors to a more 
promising future, or at least a promotion. A vacation to 
cele¬brate is also on the horizon.

CANCER � Jun 22/Jul 22
September offers you a fresh start. You�ll take the 
opportunity to thoroughly assess your daily routine and 
make sure your lifestyle is in line with your values.

LEO � Jul 23/Aug 23
You�re not always comfortable in a crowd, but it�ll be 
up to you to plan a large-scale event. Some¬times you 
need to step out of your comfort zone to be successful. 

VIRGO � Aug 24/Sept 22
You�ll have a lot on your plate at work, with a number of 
urgent matters to settle at home as well. Don�t hesitate 
to ask a family member to lend a hand � they�ll be 
happy to help.

LIBRA � Sept 23/Oct 23
Loved ones will encourage you to sign up for a weekly 
activity to help you stay in shape this win¬ter. The expe-
rience would also be great for your self-esteem. 

SCORPIO � Oct 24/Nov 22
You�ll dedicate considerable time and resources to 
creating the perfect love nest at home. You’ll ind a lot 
of joy in this project, but it�ll be hard to get you out of 
the house.

SAGITTARIUS � Nov 23/Dec 21
You�ll be on the go more than usual this week, and it�ll 
likely be to ferry loved ones around. You�ll also spend a 
fair amount of time on the phone or social media. You�ll 
be motivated by curiosity and ind it easy to speak your 
mind.

CAPRICORN � Dec 22/Jan 20
You�ll have a pile of paperwork to get through at work. 
Although this will be a source of considerable stress, 
the additional income will surely be welcome.

AQUARIUS � Jan 21/Feb 18
You�ll feel more energetic and optimistic. There�s a good 
chance you’ll ind a way to treat yourself. Friends will 
convince you to go on a fun outing or shopping spree 
with them.

PISCES � Feb 19/Mar 20
Stress is ubiquitous these days, so it�s important to 
occasionally take a step back and relax. Doing so will 
help you gain a better perspective, and the new outlook 
will make everything easier.

HOROSCOPE

HOW TO PLAY:

Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 
only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. 
Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the 
same line, column, or 3x3 box.

ACROSS
1. Hair lock
5. Part
9. Lily leaf
12. On the 

ocean
13. Take a taxi
14. Lounge
15. Courier
17. �____ to the 

West Wind�
18. Nosy one
19. Caged pet
21. Faded
23. Backdrop
24. Fruit drink
26. Woeful
28. Transfer
32. Talk wildly
34. Paddle
36. Sport 

played on 
horseback

37. Tales
39. Limo, e.g.
41. Recent
42. Elevator 

directions

44. Amount 
owed

46. Ships
50. Excuse
53. Solid water
54. Enlightener
56. �____ Done 

Him Wrong�
57. Pincer
58. Brood
59. A long time
60. Sacred 

song
61. British 

drinks

DOWN
1. Tent city
2. Client
3. Neighbor
4. Beam type
5. Coffeepot
6. Near
7. Suggestions
8. Labeled
9. Story line
10. Military 

assistant

11. Doe or stag
16. Notable 

times
20. Phase
22. Obstruct
24. Furnish with 

weapons
25. Time period
27. Physician, 

for short
29. Go on
30. Pub order
31. Unworthy
33. In this way
35. Bankroll
38. Campaign 

address
40. Gather in
43. Cunningly
45. Made holy
46. Workbench 

jaws
47. Repeating 

sound
48. Glimpsed
49. Bed, as of 

coal
51. Actor 

Lugosi
52. Pesters
55. �To Each 

His ____�

CROSSWORDS



Martinez is the lone returning 
starter on a young Luna Community 
College softball team to start the 2020-
21 school year.

Martinez is a sophomore pitcher 
and third baseman from Carlsbad 
High School. Along with the rest of 
the Rough Riders, she saw her spring 
season cut short in March as the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck the coun-
try.

The disruption caused by the pan-
demic shook up the team roster, and 
Martinez emerged as the only mem-
ber of last year’s freshmen class to 
return to Luna. The versatile 5-3 right-
hander figures to be one of the leaders 
of a Rough Rider lineup that will have 
a distinctly new look.

Head coach Steve Wallace, enter-
ing his second season at the helm, has 
been busy rebuilding the roster, sign-
ing 19 new players.

Wallace had certainly gotten some 
momentum going in his first season. 
Luna had won four of five games — 
including a three-game series sweep 
of Air Force Academy’s junior varsity 
— to improve to 4-7 by March 10. In 
the last game the team played before 

the season was prematurely ended, 
the Rough Riders lost a 14-13 nailbiter 
at Langston University’s JV squad. At 
the time, Luna’s team batting average 
of .430 ranked fifth among National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
softball programs and the Riders had 
a winning home record.

Off the field, too, Luna softball had 
begun to develop a solid reputation 
for community service, as Wallace’s 
emphasis on giving back to others had 
set the tone early on.     

All that progress was put on a shelf 
in mid-March, when an extended 
spring break turned into a period of 
upheaval that included the cancel-
lation of all spring sports across the 
nation.

With the NJCAA’s decision to ten-
tatively allow spring sports to proceed 
this school year, college athletic pro-
grams across the country have scram-
bled to pick up the pieces, grappling 
with rebuilding issues unlike any pre-
viously encountered. For Wallace and 
Luna, the project has meant bringing 
in a host of new student-athletes and 
getting them to coalesce as a func-
tional team in time for the season, set 
to begin in early February.

See LUNA, Page 9

New Mexico Activities Asso-
ciation Executive Director answers 
questions regarding the return 
of athletics and activities for the 
upcoming school year.

Here is the latest interview session 
from Aug. 30, 2020:

JP Murrieta: The governor has 
changed some of the guidelines for 
the state. One of those is about the 
size of gatherings. The governor 
recently changed the mass gathering 
number to 10. Does that mean that 
teams can work out in pods of 9:1?

Sally Marquez: That doesn’t 
change anything that we are doing. 
Our regulations are under youth 
sports and at this time youth sports 
are still 5:1 and those no contact 
sports of wrestling, basketball, foot-
ball and soccer are still not able to 
work out. We do not follow 9:1 or 
10:1 with the mass gatherings. We 
are still at a 5:1 ratio. 

JP: Are quarantine restrictions still 
in effect for any students, coaches or 
families that travel out of state?

SM: They are. At this point, 
we are still at a 14-day quarantine 
whether you fly or drive out of state. 
When you come back into the state, 
you are at a 14-day quarantine. 
However, if you leave the state for 
24-hours for parental reasons or you 
have a doctor’s appointment, then 
you do not have to quarantine. Our 
student athletes, especially those 
club athletes that are going out of 
state or they are going with their 
families out of state for Labor Day 
weekend will need to quarantine for 
14 days.

JP: Are masks still required for 
physical activity?

SM: They are. That has not 
changed in the governor’s last 
address, she did not change exercise. 
So, at this time, we are still wearing 
(a mask at) all times, even during 
exercise and that is for our cross 
country runners as well.

JP:  Have any of the start dates for 
fall sports changed?

SM: We are (still) at Oct. 5. At 
the beginning of the summer, we 
had fall golf and cross country start-
ing in September. But since we are 
in remote learning, and by the time 
those high schoolers get back, we 
have shifted all sports to begin on 
Oct. 5. 

JP: There have been some changes 
in cross country. How will state 
(championships) be run and is it a 
one-day event?

SM: The whole season has 
changed. In cross country, we can-

not have massive amounts on the 
starting line. We cannot congregate 
all those kids. So, we have a lot of 
changes happening in cross country. 
During the regular season, you’re 
going to see that our meets are going 
to be smaller and there’s going to be 
a lot of meets that have staggered 
times so kids will run and then they 
leave the course and somebody else 
comes and runs. So, we’re going to 
have a lot of changes in the regular 
season. 

As far as state (championships) is 
concerned, we are going to go to two 
days. There will be four races on Fri-
day and four races on Saturday and 
that is to limit the amount of kids 
that are there at one time. On that 
starting line at state, we usually have 
100 to 120, 130 athletes running at 
one time in a race and we just cannot 
do that. Instead of having our tradi-
tional seven runners from a team in 
a race, we are now going to go down 
to five runners per team. Also, we 
usually have three qualify out of the 

districts, we are now going to have 
two. We are going to limit the num-
ber of kids that can run in the state 
meet.

JP: Lastly, the NMAA recently 
started a Mental Health Awareness 
Campaign.  What prompted that 
idea and why is it so important?

SM: Before COVID-19 happened, 
the NMAA had already started 
thinking about mental health aware-
ness. There had been some suicides 
among athletes and among students 
within New Mexico. So, we started 
working with the Department of 
Health to go through some mental 
health training. Then COVID-19 hit 
and we had to put a standstill on 
that. Now in June and July, when 
kids were starting to get sedentary 
and there was no interaction with 
coaches and their sports were gone, 
we did see some uptick in depres-
sion and suicide and some of the 
mental health issues that are going 
on with our student athletes. So, it is 
time that we need to rev back up and 

make sure that we have awareness 
out there, from a crisis hotline to try-
ing to get rid of the stigma of mental 
health and try to get kids to under-
stand there are people out there to 
help them. Right now, with athletics 
and activities, we need to get our 
coaches involved, we need to get our 
sponsors involved, and we need to 
make sure that our students are well 
cared for and that they understand 
that they matter. 

We are going to kick off this men-
tal health awareness campaign (and) 
every Wednesday we are going to 
have Wellness Wednesdays. We are 
going to do this all year because it 
is so important that the kids under-
stand that they matter and they are 
cared for. In this time when we are 
a little bit sedentary and worried 
about if we’re going to have sports, 
it’s a great time to say ‘You Mat-
ter’ and we are going to play sports 
again, New Mexico.

2020 State Cross Country Championships 
to span over two days

By JP Murrieta
New Mexico Activities Association

Prep Sports

Optic file photo

From left, Pecos runners Savanah Ortiz, Mistidawn Roybal and Loryn Trujillo compete in the 2019 State Cross Country 
Championships in Rio Rancho. All three runners finished in the top 10 in the Class A–2A race. 

Luna softball building with freshmen
Luna Softball

By Dave Kavanaugh
Luna Community College
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Martinez lone projected returner; recruits include three from WLV, 
one from Mora

Courtesy of Luna Athletics

Mary Jane “MJ” Martinez unleashes a pitch during a home game this past 
spring. Martinez is the only returning player for a young Luna softball program.



NMAA to launch mental health awareness initiative
Prep Sports

ALBUQUERQUE – The New Mex-
ico Activities Association is proud to 
announce a Mental Health Awareness 
Campaign for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  The NMAA recognizes a need 
to increase the attention given to 
mental health among all New Mexico 
students. “Now, more than ever, it’s 
so important to promote the mental, 
social and emotional well-being of 
our students and direct them to the 
resources they may need,” said Execu-
tive Director Sally Marquez.

The initiative kicked off this week 
with a message of support from Lieu-
tenant Governor Howie Morales.  
“I’m proud to partner with the New 
Mexico Activities Association on this 
mental health awareness campaign 
to ensure we are doing all we can for 
each other,” said Morales.

Each weekday from Aug. 31-Sept. 
4, the NMAA will post on its social 
media platforms various video mes-
sages from students, coaches, and 
health professionals.  For the remain-
der of the school year, the NMAA will 
designate “Wellness Wednesdays” as 

an opportunity to continue to promote 
mental health awareness.  

Each post will be accompanied by 
the Crisis Line phone number 1-855-
662-7474 along with the hashtag 
#YouMatter. 

Some of the topics will include 
how to handle stress, recognizing the 
signs and symptoms of mental health 
issues, suicide prevention, and break-
ing any stigmas associated with men-
tal health.

The NMAA recognizes many kids 
struggling with anxiety or depression 
never receive direct support from a 

qualified provider and would like to 
help prevent any further tragedies in 
our state.  

Marquez added, “The focus on 
mental health awareness combined 
with the return to athletics and activi-
ties will go a long way in developing 
the well-being of our students.”

You can follow the NMAA and the 
Mental Health Awareness Campaign 
on their various multimedia platforms 
such as the website nmact.org, Twitter 
(@_NMAA), Facebook (New Mexico 
Activities Association), and Instagram 
(AllThingsNMAA).
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While Luna will miss the contributions of the 
veterans from the 2020 season, there will be much 
to look forward to this year.

Martinez had logged 11 hits, including three 
doubles, with seven runs batted in, in 11 games 
this past season. She had a batting average of .333 
and a slugging percentage of .424, with four walks 
and two stolen bases. As a pitcher, she went 3-3 
with six starts, five complete games and one save. 
She had notched 23 strikeouts in her nine appear-
ances with an earned run average of 6.56.

“MJ is one of the most structured and talented 
pitchers, and she’ll probably pitch in a closer role 
this season,” Wallace said of Martinez. “She has a 
great mindset. She doesn’t get unnerved. She’s the 
type of kid who gets it done in the classroom and 
on the field, and she leads by example. (At prac-
tice) she’s the first on the field and last to leave. 
Hard worker, excellent communicator. I can see 
her excel in any walk of life.”

There’s a possibility two other returners will be 
back for the spring, but this will be a young group 
regardless.

“By design,” in his words, Wallace has added 
pitching depth while stocking the roster with 12 
more players from New Mexico — four from the 
Las Vegas area — and seven from Texas.

The locals include Justice Dimas, Amri Lucero 
and Marquisa Montoya of West Las Vegas, as 
well as Shanay Casados of Mora. For area sports 
fans, these Lady Dons and Rangerettes alumni are 
familiar names.

Dimas is a right-handed pitcher and outfielder, 
Lucero is an outfielder, and Montoya a utility 
player who pitches and plays infield and outfield. 
Montoya was a multi-sport athlete in high school, 

as was Casados, who plays infield and outfield.
“I expect great things from all the local players 

this year,” Wallace said.
This year’s Rough Rider squad, in alphabetical 

order:
Abby Ball, right-handed pitcher and first base-

man, John Jay High, San Antonio, Texas
Baylie Baumann, catcher, Ponder High, Ponder, 

Texas
Jada Belton, catcher and outfielder, Houston, 

Texas
Shanay Casados, infielder and outfielder, Mora 

High, Mora
Nicole Chavez, catcher and left fielder, Albu-

querque High, Albuquerque
Justice Dimas, right-handed pitcher and out-

fielder, West Las Vegas High, Las Vegas
Emma George, catcher, infielder and outfielder, 

Capital High, Santa Fe
Victoria Gonzales, right-handed pitcher, Tom-

ball High, Tomball, Texas
Imani Hall, left-handed pitcher, outfielder and 

first baseman, Home High, Richmond, Texas
Aryanna Jimenez, outfielder and pitcher, Rio 

Grande High, Albuquerque
Amri Lucero, outfielder, West Las Vegas High, 

Las Vegas
Makayla Martinez, catcher and middle infielder, 

Belen High, Belen
Mckenna Medina, outfielder and second base-

man, Manzano High, Albuquerque
Angelica Montenez, catcher and left fielder, 

Copperas Cove High, Copperas Cove, Texas
Marquisa Montoya, right-handed pitcher, 

infielder and outfielder, West Las Vegas High, Las 
Vegas

Mya Ortega, outfielder, Atrisco Heritage Acad-
emy, Albuquerque

Charmaine Othole, right-handed pitcher and 

third baseman, Grants High, Grants
Alexis Rubio, outfielder, Slayton High, Slayton, 

Texas
Reegan Wilson, right-handed pitcher, Hobbs 

High, Hobbs
With the exception of Martinez, all the Rough 

Riders are freshmen.
“These kids coming in have great attitudes, 

great work ethic,” Wallace said. “A lot of them 
have been playing year round. I have some teach-
ing to do, but they have a better softball IQ coming 
in. We have an abundance of speed; it’s the kind of 
game I like to play.” 

Three players, he noted, clock a time of 2.7 sec-
onds or better to first base. The quickness on the 
basepaths figures to complement the expected pop 
from middle-of-order bats wielded by Abby Ball 
and Baylie Baumann. 

“Our defense will be better,” Wallace predicted. 
“We’re going to be more athletic. And we have 
depth we didn’t have the year before.”

Wallace said he believes each player can and 
should have a role to play, whether it’s left-handed 
pitching like Imani Hall or the fastball of Reegan 
Wilson.

“My main focus (in recruiting) was young ladies 
from New Mexico. They are underappreciated 
sometimes but have an abundance of talent.”

This year, Luna joins Region 9, a move 
approved last year. If all goes well, the schedule 
will open on Feb. 4 at Frank Phillips College in 
Borger, Texas, and it should approach a total of 
approximately 40 games. If allowed, the prelude 
would be a series of scrimmages at New Mexico 
Highlands University.

For now, though, the team is working out in 
small groups, five players at a time, with hitting, 
conditioning and weights. 

“I expect a real (good) season,” Wallace said.

Luna
From Page 8

By Dusty Young
New Mexico Activities Association



The Associated Press

SANTA FE — The 
Democratic Party of 
New Mexico hopes to 
broaden participation 
in the Nov. 3 election 
as it launches a daytime 
telephone hotline and 
online resources about 
balloting.

State Democratic 
Party Executive Direc-
tor Chelsey Evans said 
the initiative beginning 
Monday aims to inform 
voters about new 
options and deadlines 
for requesting and cast-
ing absentee ballots.

The coronavirus pan-
demic already reshaped 
voting in New Mexico, 
with absentee voting by 
mail or drop-off deliv-
ery soaring in popu-
larity during the June 
primary. 

Temporary election 
reforms adopted in 
June by the Legisla-
ture and Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham having 
altered ballot-request 

deadlines, adding a 
new signature require-
ment and providing 
for ballot tracking by 
postal bar codes.

Evans said the voter 
education project spon-
sored by Democrats 
will publicize key 
deadlines such as Oct. 
20, the last date when 
absentee ballot requests 
can be received by 
county clerks. Hotline 
operators won’t ask 
callers about party 
affiliation and are avail-
able to help anyone 
with voting questions, 
she said.

Prominent Demo-

cratic officials are con-
cerned that President 
Donald Trump may be 
trying to undermine 
the U.S. Postal Service 
ahead of the election. 
Evans said voters can 
limit the impact of mail 
delays by using a web-
site to request an absen-
tee ballot, and then 
using drop-boxes or 
going to election offices 
directly to turn them in.

“We see a lot of 
enthusiasm and we 
want to make sure that 
that enthusiasm is cap-
tured and that people 
can access the ballot,” 
she said.
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The following individu-

als were booked into 

the San Miguel County 

Detention Center 

between Aug. 20, 2020 

and Aug. 26, 2020: 

Muhammad Malik, 
Driving Under the Influ-
ence of Liquor (Impaired) 
(First Offense). 

Dennis Bergeron, 
Bench Warrant Failure to 
Comply. 

Devyn Padilla, Bench 
Warrant Failure to Com-
ply. 

Jocelyn Lovato, Escape 
From a Community Cus-
tody Release Program 
(Three Counts), Bench 
Warrant FTA/FTP.

Kenneth Valencia, 
Escape From a Com-
munity Custody Release 
Program (Two Counts), 
Bench Warrant FTA/
FTP. 

Paul Lujan, Driving 
Under the Influence of 
Liquor and/or Drugs 
(.04) (First Offense), 
Open Container on Per-
son in Motor Vehicle 
Upon Road, Violation of 
Administrative Provision 
of Controlled Substances 
Act. 

Jose S. Saiz, Criminal 
Sexual Contact/Minor 
Third Degree (Child 
Under 13) (Clothed) 
(Two Counts). 

Joey Dimas, Bench 
Warrant FTA/FTP (Two 

Counts), Driving While 
License Suspended or 
Revoked (Not For DWI) 
(Two Counts). 

Canuto J. Lobato, 
Bench Warrant FTA/
FTP. 

Sandy M. Rose, Out of 
State Fugitive. 

Samantha M. Mar-
tinez, Driving While 
License Suspended or 
Revoked (Revoked for 
DWI) (Two Counts), No 
Seat Belt, No Insurance. 

Joseph Montoya, Con-
finement Order. 

Benito Sanchez, 
Aggravated Battery 
(Great Bodily Harm). 

Ray Brito, Bench War-
rant Failure to Comply. 

Tyler B. Flores, Dis-
arming a Peace Officer 
(Removing Firearm or 
Weapon), Battery Upon 
a Peace Officer, Aggra-
vated Assault (Deadly 
Weapon), Resisting, 
Evading or Obstructing 
an Officer (Arrest), Bench 
Warrant FTA/FTP. 

Arthur B. Salcido, 
Bench Warrant FTA/FTP 
(Three Counts). 

Dion Maes, Driving 
While License Suspended 
or Revoked (Revoked for 
DWI). 

Michael Aragon, 
Aggravated Driving 
While Under the Influ-
ence of Intoxicating 
Liquor or Any Drug 
(Refusal) (Fifth Offense) 
(Two Counts). 

Crystal Ortiz, Driving 
While License Suspended 
or Revoked (Revoked for 
DWI). 

Adrian Quintana, 
Aggravated First DWI 
(.16 or More), Resisting, 
Evading or Obstruct-
ing an Officer (Arrest), 
Failure to Yield (Stop or 
Yield Sign).

Donovan Kandjii, 
Attempted Criminal Sex-
ual Penetration, Aggra-
vated Burglary (Commits 
Battery), Battery. 

Roland Romero, Bench 
Warrant Failure to Com-
ply. 

 
 Source: San Miguel 

County Detention Cen-

ter

Jail Log

TO OUR READERS
The people listed 

in this jail log are not 
necessarily guilty of 
the charges and may 
later be found inno-
cent. If your name is 
listed and you are later 
found not guilty, bring 
your papers by the 
Las Vegas Optic, 720 
University Ave., Suite 
B, and we’ll publish an 
update.

Detention Center. As part of his 

conditions of release, Kandjii is not 

to have any contact with the victim 

or any potential witnesses, abide 

by a curfew, not consume alcohol 

and not return to the location of the 

alleged incident. 

According to a statement from 

the university, the HU Center 
Advocacy Resources Education & 
Support (CARE) office has provided 
assistance to the victim and campus 
police will be working with her 
“ensure her safety.” 

They will also be working Kan-
djii to ensure he is in compliance 
with his conditions of release. 

Kandjii is scheduled for a pre-
liminary examination in Rivera’s 
courtroom on Thursday, Oct. 8. 

Criminal
From Page 1

Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Systems Science and Engineering.

That’s the lowest positivity rate in 
the western U.S. Comparing seven-
day averages of new cases smooths 
out anomalies in the data, including 
delays in test results.

In economic matters, Albuquerque 
and surrounding Bernalillo County 
are the only local governments to 
receive direct federal relief. The $2.2 
trillion federal package aims to help 
businesses, workers and a health care 
system staggered by the coronavirus 
by replacing money lost in the col-
lapse of the U.S. economy.

Declines in local government 
income have been especially pro-
nounced since the pandemic hit in 
regions of the state that rely heavily 

on tourism and oil production.
At the same time, gross receipts 

taxes on sales and services were bol-
stered for several months by spend-
ing linked to a $600 weekly federal 
supplement to unemployment ben-
efits.

That supplement expired in late 
July, and the state has been awarded 
a $300 weekly federal supplement to 
unemployment payouts through at 
least mid-August.

As many as six counties have 
experienced increases in gross 
receipts tax income linked to con-
struction spending, the executive 
director of the association of coun-
ties, Steve Kopelman, told lawmakers 
last week.

About half of the state’s 33 coun-
ties have instituted hiring freezes and 
some are resorting to staff furloughs 
to reduce spending.

Funding
From Page 1

Democratic Party launches hotline 
on voting procedures


