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‘I’ll never get her back’
Families hope shooter is brought to justice

A
delina Tafoya liked 
to sing and had even 
recorded a song in 

a studio. She also liked to 

make short videos and post 

them to the popular social 

media app TikTok. For Bri-

ana Saiz, her sister, Tafoya 

was someone she could 

always count on for a laugh.

“My sister was one of a 
kind. She really was,” Saiz 
said. “She lit up the room, 
she was outgoing and liked 
to have a good time. And 
she was always in a good 
mood. What we call the 
carrilla. Me and here were 
always back and forth with 
the carrilla.”

That laughter was 
tragically silenced on July 
6 when someone shot and 

killed Tafoya near Storrie 
Lake State Park. Two other 
teens — 16-year-old Brianna 
Leyba, and a 15-year-old 
boy —  were injured in the 
shooting. Leyba is currently 
in the hospital in critical, 
stable condition, but accord-
ing to her mother Pamela 
Martinez, if Leyba recovers, 
it could take months.

Both families want to see 
the shooter arrested.

“I just want justice,” Mar-
tinez said through tears. “I 
want the person to come out 
and tell the truth, because 
whoever did it, they hurt 
my baby.”

Saiz too wants justice.
“That’s all I want. I’ll 

never get her back. I’ll never 
be the same,” she said. 
“Where it happened, I have 

See JUSTICE, Page 8

WLVS moves to 
remote learning 
at beginning of 
fall semester

Fort Union Drive-In offering vintage feel amid COVID-19
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS, N.M. — Judy Gonzales and 
Kathy Ortiz first pulled into the Fort Union 
Drive-In back in the early 1990s — and then 
made a habit of it.

These days, they head to the outdoor 
movie theater with Ortiz’s grandson, Seth 
Gomez.

On a recent Friday night, the three of them 
curled up in lawn chairs in front of their car, 
with blankets spread over their knees, and 
watched young couples and parents line up 
at the concessions window.

Kids kicked soccer balls and scrambled 
onto cars as everyone waited for the first 
movie to light up the big screen. The feature 

was Jumanji: The Next Level.
“It feels almost the same as always,” 

Gomez said.
Even during a pandemic.
But the outing was safe, Gonzales noted: 

A drive-in comes with built-in social distanc-
ing.

The only significant exceptions from years 
past: The models of vehicles parked in the 
dirt lot certainly had changed, and so had the 
sound system. Decades ago, before the audio 
came into each car by radio, the women said, 
there were speakers at each parking spot.

The Fort Union Drive-In in Las Vegas is 

The West Las Vegas 
School Board of Edu-
cation continues to 
make plans for the 
fall semester to meet 
state requirements on 
instructional time and 
plans for remote learn-
ing. 

Due to a spike in 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state, Superintendent 
Christopher Gutierrez 
said during Thursday’s 
regular board meeting 
that he expects the dis-
trict’s plan to return in 
the fall using the hybrid 
model, which includes 
both remote and on-
campus instruction, 
could be put on hold. 

Though nothing fur-
ther was discussed dur-
ing the meeting, a post 
on the West Las Vegas 
Schools Facebook page 
announced that the dis-
trict has been officially 
moved into the “red” 
category as outlined by 
the Public Education 
Department’s guide 
for re-entry and will 
be returning August 10 
virtually.  

“At this time and 
point, all students at 
WLVS will start the 
year in the virtual set-

ting,” Gutierrez wrote 
in the post. “We will 
evaluate the health situ-
ation on a regular basis 
and make our determi-
nations based on the 
data.”

In the post, he 
explained that school 
will still be held from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and that 
further information will 
be provided via the 
Facebook page as it is 
available. 

Legislation passed in 
the special legislative 
session in June includes 
requirements to make 
up lost instructional 
time during the 2019-
2020 school year due 
to COVID-19, though 
Gutierrez said during 
Thursday’s meeting 
that he does not believe 
“West Las Vegas lost 
anything” in the nine 
weeks public school 
campuses were closed 
across the state and 
hopes the Public Educa-
tion Department sees 
that in their preferred 
plan to forego any 
additional days in the 
upcoming school year. 

He said that the 
district has prepared 
two plans to send to 
the PED by the July 

See REMOTE, Page 8

See DRIVE-IN, Page 8

�My sister was one of a 

kind. She really was. She 

lit up the room, she was 

outgoing and liked to have 

a good time. And she was 

always in a good mood.
~

Briana Saiz

Adelina Tafoya’s sister

Today
Scattered showers and thunderstorms

WEATHER - 3

Ricardo Alfonso Trujillo

OBITUARIES - 3

DEATHSSports
High school football, 

soccer seasons 

postponed to February

9

HIGH: 91°

LOW: 57°

Mora High School graduation

Top: Mora High School seniors 
finally celebrated their gradu-
ation after school campuses 
closed in March, disrupting 
their final year of high school. 
Last Friday, the graduates 
wore masks that matched their 
caps and gowns and main-
tained social distancing out-
side while families and friends 
sat in their cars behind them. 

Right: Ryan Valdez celebrates 
with his classmates after the 
graduation ceremony.
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Jail Log

The following individu-

als were booked into 

the San Miguel County 

Detention Center 

between July 2, 2020 

and July 8, 2020: 

Charlie J. Vega, Bat-
tery Upon a Peace Officer 
(Two Counts), Criminal 
Damage to Property 
(Over $1,000), Aggra-
vated Driving While 
Under the Influence of 
Liquor and/or Drugs (.16 
or Above) (First Offense), 
Resisting, Evading or 
Obstructing an Officer 
(Resisting), Reckless 
Driving, Driving While 
License Suspended or 
Revoked (Revoked for 
DWI). 

David Maestas, Abuse 
of a Child (No Death or 
Great Bodily Harm) (First 
Offense), Battery (House-
hold Member) (Fourth 
or Subsequent Offense), 
False Imprisonment. 

Yolanda Martinez, 
Driving While License 
Suspended or Revoked 

(Revoked for DWI). 
Benjamin Sedillo, No 

Driver’s License, Speed-
ing (36 and Over), Driv-
ing While License Sus-
pended or Revoked (Not 
for DWI). 

Jacob J. Sena, Armed 
Robbery (Attempt) (Two 
Counts), Conspiracy, 
Aggravated Assault 
(Deadly Weapon) (Solici-
tation), Bench Warrant 
FTA/FTP, APO Arrest 
Order. 

John A. Trujillo, 
Receiving Stolen Proper-
ty, Bench Warrant Failure 
to Comply. 

Amadeo F. Pino, Driv-
ing While License Sus-
pended or Revoked (Not 
for DWI). 

Marquissa J. Marti-
nez, Contributing to the 
Delinquency of a Minor 

(Two Counts), Use or 
Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia, Possession of 
Marijuana (One Ounce 
or Less) (First Offense), 
Open Container (Posses-
sion) (Second Offense).

Lonny King, Bench 
Warrant FTA/FTP.

Christopher J. Gar-
cia, Unlawful Taking of 
a Motor Vehicle (First 
Offense), Larceny ($250 
or Less). 

Source: San Miguel 

County Detention Cen-

ter

TO OUR READERS
The people listed 

in this jail log are not 
necessarily guilty of 
the charges and may 
later be found inno-
cent. If your name is 
listed and you are later 
found not guilty, bring 
your papers by the 
Las Vegas Optic, 720 
University Ave., Suite 
B, and we’ll publish an 
update.

Study points to smaller effects 

of wildfire smoke on warming
The Associated Press

LOS ALAMOS — Sunlight-absorb-
ing particles in wildfire smoke may 
contribute less to warming tempera-
tures than previously thought, accord-
ing to the findings of a Los Alamos 
National Laboratory-led research 
team.

The researchers in a paper released 
in a scientific journal last week report-
ed that as the plume mixes with clean 
air, its absorbing power and warming 
effects are reduced.

The focus was on smoke from a 
wildfire that charred nearly 194 square 
miles (502 square kilometers) in Ari-
zona last summer. The blaze burned 
for more than a month before being 

contained.
Powerful instruments including an 

aerosol mass spectrometer were used 
to measure in real time the chemi-
cal, physical and optical properties 
of ambient aerosol and trace gas con-
centrations in four large plumes. The 
team observed intact and more-dis-
perse plumes that aged more than half 
a day while traveling 300 miles (483 
kilometers) across New Mexico,

The composition of the plumes 
and the aerosol properties within the 
plumes were more varied than expect-
ed, and more oxidation appeared to 
lower the smoke’s sunlight absorb-
ing potential and lessen its climatic 
impact.



In these uncertain times, 
State Employees Credit Union 
knows local communities 
need help more than ever. As 
part of ECU’s ongoing com-
mitment to our community, 
it is teaming up with local 
non-profit organizations to 
meet this need, and members 
are invited to help if they can. 

State ECU will match every 
dollar donated to the COVID-
19 relief fund, up to $10,000, 
for eight amazing local non 
profits. Meet the partners 
non-profit partners:

Santa Fe Recovery Center

Santa Fe Recovery Center 
works with individuals to 
sustain lifelong recovery from 
alcoholism, addictions and 
related mental illness.

Bienvenidos Outreach

Fifteen percent of New 
Mexico’s population doesn’t 
know where their next meal 
is coming from. Sadly, 35 
percent of this group are 
children. Bienvenidos pro-
vides meals to those in need 
in Santa Fe and surrounding 
areas.

The Samaritan House, Inc.

Samaritan House works to 
eliminate homelessness by help-
ing people rebuild their lives 
and reintegrate with their com-
munity.

CLN Kids

Ending child homelessness 
through early childhood educa-
tion, parent support and com-
munity involvement. CLNkids 
provides high-quality early child 
development services for home-
less children under the age of 6.

Joy Junction, Inc

Joy Junction provides a hand 
up to the homeless and hungry 
with food, shelter, clothing, 
recovery programs and life skills 
training. They empower individ-
uals to re-enter the workforce 
and break the cycle of homeless-
ness.

St Felix Food Pantry

St. Felix Pantry is a safety net 
for people struggling to support 
their families in times of crisis. 
They provide free food, edu-
cation, and referral services to 
people in need with respect for 
their dignity, compassion for 

their suffering, hope for their 
children, and a place that wel-
comes and empowers them for 
their journey. 

La Vida Felicidad

Life quality for children and 
families, adults and seniors, 
through advocacy and individ-
ualized services in collaboration 
with community partnerships.

St. Teresa Soup Kitchen

Friday soup kitchen for any-
one and everyone who may 
need a warm meal, or someone 
to talk to, or an elderly person 
who wants to sit and break 
bread and enjoy a hot soup. 

Canceled: 2020 Feast Day 
Celebration at Pecos Pueblo

Qué Pasa

HIGH 91° / LOW 57°

Wednesday
Scattered showers and 
thunderstorms in the after-
noon. Some thunderstorms 

may be severe. 

SUNRISE�SUNSET
5:57 a.m. to 8:16 p.m.

HIGH 89° / LOW 57°

Thursday
Partly cloudy. Chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms in the afternoon.

SUNRISE�SUNSET
5:58 a.m. to 8:16 p.m.

HIGH 90° / LOW 58°

Friday
Partly cloudy. Chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms in the afternoon.

SUNRISE�SUNSET
5:58 a.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Weather

OBITUARIES

DEADLINES
Wednesday - 9 a.m. on the Tuesday 
prior to publication.
Friday - 9 a.m. on the 
Thursday prior to publication.
Holidays are subject to earlier deadlines!

To submit obituaries:
E-mail: 

obits@lasvegasoptic.com
Please send obits in 

Microsoft Word format

Questions:
(505) 425-6796

All obituaries must be 

prepaid before publication.

Obituary 
Information
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Goal of Page
The Las Vegas Optic aims to get community events and other important infor-

mation on this page. E-mail the information to our editor at pscherer@lasvegas-

optic.com, with “Que Pasa” in the subject line; bring it by the Optic office at 720 

University Ave., Suite B. or fax it to 425-1005. E-mail is preferred.

Submissions
Please submit your items at least two days in advance of the desired date of 

publication. In conformity with long-standing policy, the Optic will not publish list-

ings on the La Gente page involving for-profit activities. Such listings are reserved 

for nonprofit activities. We will, however, run brief announcements regarding pri-

vate art shows and benchmark business anniversaries beginning at 10 years.

We encourage promoters of for-profit activities to get in touch with our advertis-

ing department.

About this Page

Ricardo Alfonso 
Trujillo

Ricardo Alfonso 
Trujillo, age 90, a 
longtime resident of 
Coyote, N.M., passed 
away on Friday, July 
10, 2020.

He was born on July 
9, 1930 to Benjamin 
Trujillo and Sofia 
Cordova in Sombrio, 
N.M.

He loved ranching, 
running his dozer, his 
ATV, he loved playing 
his accordian and he 
loved his family.

Ricardo is preceded 
in death by his parents: 
Benjamin and Sofia 
Trujillo; wife: Maria 
Celisia Trujillo: sons: 
Rudy Trujillo, Randy 
Trujillo and Joseph 
Trujillo; daughter-
in-law: Judy Trujillo; 
brother: Joe Trujillo.

He is survived by 
his children: Lorraine 
Trujillo of Lubbock, 
Tex., Tony Trujillo 
(Linda Mae) of Las 
Vegas, N.M., Benjamin 
Trujillo (Eula) of 
Coyote, N.M., Isabel 
Villez (Lawrence) of 
Albuquerque, N.M., 
Manuel Trujillo 
(Celina) of Las Vegas, 
N.M., Raymond 
Trujillo of Las Vegas, 
N.M., Phillip Trujillo 
(Cenda) of Coyote, 

N.M. and Moises 
Trujillo of Coyote, 
N.M.; 13: grandchil-
dren; 20: great grand-
children; 4: great great 
grandchildren; brother: 
Ramon Trujillo (Jean) 
of Albuquerque, N.M.; 
numerous: nieces, 
nephew, other relatives 
and many friends.

Rosary services will 
be held on Thursday, 
July 16, 2020 9:00 a.m. 
funeral mass to follow 
with both services to 
be held at Immaculate 
Conception Church 
with Father George V. 
Salazar as celebrant.

Due to COVID-19, 
attendance is limited 
to immediate family 
members only. Masks 
are required.

Interment will fol-
low at Santa Maria 
Cemetery on the 
Trujillo Ranch in 
Coyote, N.M., with 
the following serv-
ing as pallberars: 
Michael Trujillo, 
Benjamin Trujillo Jr., 
Rudy Trujillo Jr., Eloy 
Trujillo, Matthew 
Trujillo and Lawrence 
Villez. Honorary pall-
berars will be James 
Villez and Justin 
Gallegos.

Arrangements are 
entrusted to and under 
the care of Rogers 
Mortuary 600 Reynolds 
Ave Las Vegas, NM 
87701, 505-425-3511 or 
1-800-479-3511.

Please visit our 
online website www.
rogersmortuarynm.com 
to sign the online regis-
ter book.

Pecos National Historical 
Park has canceled this year’s 
Feast Day at Pecos Pueblo in an 
effort to support federal, state 
and local efforts to slow the 
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) and to adhere 
to the latest guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

Feast Day at Pecos Pueblo, 
which usually takes place every 
August, represents the fulfill-
ment of a long-standing prom-
ise.  Before leaving Pecos Pueblo 
in 1838, the last inhabitants of 
Pecos Pueblo entrusted a special 

painting to St. Anthony’s Parish 
in the Village of Pecos. 

This portrait depicts the 
patron saint bestowed upon the 
Mission of Pecos in the 1620s. 
This year would have marked 
the 50th anniversary of the local 
community fulfilling its prom-
ise to perpetually honor the 
saint by celebrating a feast day 
mass in the remains of her final 
church. 

For more information contact 
Pecos NHP at 505-757-7241 or 
visit www.nps.gov/peco. You 
will also find our listings on the 
New Mexico True website (new-
mexico.org) and Tourism Santa 

Fe (santafe.org). Please like us 

on Facebook at https://www.

facebook.com/PecosNHPnps or 

Instagram (https://www.insta-

gram.com/pecos_nps).

From I-25 N: Take the Pecos/

Glorieta Exit, #299. Left onto 

overpass, right onto Route 50; 

proceed on Route 50 for eight 

miles. At the village of Pecos, 

take a right at the four-way stop 

onto Route 63. In two miles, the 

park will be on your right. From 

I-25 S: Take the Rowe Exit, #307. 

Follow signs. From Highway 63, 

the park will be on your left.
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A group participates in last years procession during Feast Day 2019. This year, Feast Day has been 
canceled due to COVID-19.

Saturday, July 18
Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance is hosting “A Walk 
Along the River” starting at 9 a.m. The walk will be led 

by Lee Einer, who will also discuss medicinal and edible 

plants. Meet at the bridge on Bridge Street to learn about 

the plants that grow in and near the Gallinas River.

Saturday, July 18
Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance is hosting a birding 
walk from 7-9 a.m. prior to “A Walk Along the River.” 

Meet at the bridge on Bridge Street with binoculars. 

Beginners welcome. 

Ongoing
The El Valle Community Center and David F. Cargo 

Library in Villanueva are hosting weekly “Saturdays 

Under the Tents” until July 18. From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

come to the center for its summer rummage sale, check 

out a library book and cool off with a cold drink. Social 

distancing will be encouraged, and everyone is asked to 

bring a mask.

Ongoing
The El Valle Community Center and David F. Cargo 

Library in Villanueva will have curbside library services 

on Fridays from 1-4 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Until July 31, the computer lab will be open by 

appointment only. 

Storytime will be at 11 a.m. on Saturdays and will include 

a cool treat and lemonade. For more information, call 

575-421-8688 or email davidfcargovnm@gmail.com.

Ongoing
Tierra Encatada Farmers Market is open at 8 a.m. until 

sellout every Satuurday. It is located at Hot Springs Blvd. 

and Mills Ave. For more information, call 426-1468. 

Ongoing
The Las Vegas Soup Kitchen needs volunteers to help 

with soup kitchen on Thursdays. Anyone wishing to 

make contributions is also much appreciated for food 

and supplies. Call 505-425-7283 if interested.

State Employees Credit Union 
offers COVID-19 relief

Submitted to the Optic



A
ll throughout the most recent mayor-
al campaign in Las Vegas, we heard 
all of the candidates, especially 

Louie Trujillo, talk about the importance of 
creating a sense of harmony and teamwork 
with the City Council. 

However, more than 100 days into the 
administration, we have yet to see the evi-
dence that it has occurred. 

At many of the recent City Council meet-
ings, a sense of frustration has built within 
the City Council with regards to how infor-
mation is being passed from the mayor and 
city manager to the councilors. At times, 
they have expressed that they feel deci-
sions are being made at the city behind their 
backs, only to have them rubber-stamp the 
decisions at the last minute. 

This frustration boiled over for city coun-
cilor Joseph Baca at last week’s work ses-
sion, when he openly questioned the mayor 
about how the process of replacing outgoing 
Police Chief David Bibb had taken place. 
According to the City Charter, the mayor 
only has the right to appoint a new police 
chief when the position is vacant. It is up to 
the outgoing chief to tender his resignation 
or be removed by a vote of the city council. 

In this case, though, it appears Trujillo 
told Bibb he was going to be replaced uni-
laterally, and that he began the process of 
choosing a new chief before Bibb had even 
been removed. 

Before the agenda was altered at the 
beginning of the work session, the council 
was scheduled to discuss appointing Adrian 
Crespin as the new chief and then honor 
Bibb for his time as chief in the same meet-
ing. 

Now, the appointment of Crespin has 
been moved to this week’s meeting. Wheth-
er he will be approved by the City Council 
is anyone’s guess at this point. 

Baca openly called out Trujillo in last 
week’s meeting, demanding to know why 
the council had never discussed making the 
move. No answer was given, though, as City 
Attorney Scott Aaron halted the discussion 
because he said it was a “personnel matter.”

With better communication, and a bet-
ter understanding of what the roles of the 
mayor and the city councilors are, this situ-
ation could have been handled much better 
and been far less complicated. 

Now is not the time to be dealing with 
drama and poor communication. The mayor 
has a unique set of roles, as do the council-
ors. 

The city will not function unless both 
sides stick to their roles and support each 
other. They both play an important role in 
decisions being made for this community. 

This city just went through four years of 
turmoil under the previous mayor. Battle 
lines were drawn and every decision was 
a war. That cannot happen again. On that, 
there is no debate. 

Last week, Baca told the Optic he “was 
not happy” with the way things are going 
between the mayor and the city council-
ors. The conflict needs to be resolved now, 
somehow, some way. 

It is time to put the egos and personal 
agendas aside and serve the City of Las 
Vegas, as all five people on the governing 
body were elected to do. 

Editorial

More teamwork 

needed between 

mayor, city council

Serving the community since 1879

Editor

Phil Scherer
pscherer@lasvegasoptic.com
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C
hange is in the air. So is 
resistance to change.

And in the tug-o-war 
between these two opposing 
forces, I’m hanging my hopes 
on change.

The idea 
that we will 
return to the 
normalcy in 
place before 
the COVID-
19 pandemic 
and George 
Floyd’s death 
is foolish. 
They are tip-
ping points, 

not anomalies, and now that 
we’re over the cliff there’s no 
turning back.

Once we get control of the 
virus — and we will, eventual-
ly, though it’s looking like later 
rather than sooner — we should 
expect another pan-
demic to follow. And 
another, and anoth-
er. Human activity 
is sending multiple 
species into extinc-
tion every day, and 
it’s disrupting the bal-
ance of nature. Moth-
er Nature, it seems, is fighting 
back against our reckless behav-
ior with an invisible army of 
microbes, and it won’t stop with 
this latest killer virus.

Meanwhile, the murder of 
George Floyd has become the 
most egregious example of out-
of-control brutalities our nation 
has seen in modern times. It 
turned popular opinion to the 
side of a once-struggling Black 
Lives Matter movement, and 
has set off a firestorm that has 
broadened in scope and won’t 
be going away anytime soon. 
Justice is being demanded, and 
most of us see the need for sys-
temic change now.

You can tell these devel-
opments are threatening the 

entrenched protectors of the 
status quo because of the way 
they’re reacting. Sure, some of 
them are making reason-based 
arguments against such revolu-
tionary initiatives as the “green 
new deal” or the tearing down 
of statues, but most of them are 
lashing out irrationally — with 
childish name-calling, baseless 
rationalizations of “heritage” 
over “hate” and feigned efforts 
to protect property we their 
weaponry. 

It’s almost funny how so 
many people accept seatbelts 
and no-smoking laws as accept-
able for the common good, but 
to defeat this pandemic, by 
golly, they’re drawing the line 
on wearing masks.

Our nation has gone crazy. 
We’re in crisis and we’re fight-
ing over face coverings and 
inanimate statues, as if the for-

mer is why we “can’t breathe” 
and the latter is some weird 
form of biblical heresy.

We’re in a speed-of-light 
information age and yet it has, 
unbelievably, created an ill-
informed citizenry, especially 
on the right side of the politi-
cal spectrum. Some have been 
brainwashed with misinforma-
tion, others are just ignorant 
to the nuances of real news, 
while still others have retreat-
ed in denial. I suppose they’re 
afraid they’ll have no place in 
the world to come. 

You know, “white privilege” 
isn’t the only thing being threat-
ened by the changes coming 
on. So are those who idealize 
and honor the oppressors of the 

past, people like the Spanish 
Conquistadors who rode into 
what we now call New Mexico. 
They became a point of pride 
for many of their descendants, 
who erected statues that insult a 
truer history of violence against 
the Natives who lived here first.

In the so-called “cancel cul-
ture” running rampant these 
days, I think most of us are 
missing the point. Everyone and 
every culture has their sins, and 
such flaws need to be recog-
nized, not honored. We should 
not impose sweeping judgments 
on the past through the prism 
of modern insights alone. While 
there are statues that should 
remain in place, every one of 
them deserves a reconsidera-
tion, based on an intellectually 
honest interpretation of what 
they truly stand for.

If, as the old adage states, his-
tory is indeed “writ-
ten by the victors,” 
then it’s time for a 
more accurate and 
inclusive rewrite. 

Yes, it’s time for 
change, but let’s 
make it positive 
change. That means 

love and respect for each other 
must be part of the equation — 
and that’s something we could 
start on right now.

“The arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward jus-
tice,” said Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. I believe that’s true, but 
it requires an awakening of our 
better selves. Then maybe all 
this change will all be for the 
better.

Tom McDonald is founder of the 
New Mexico Community News 
Exchange, which distributes this 
column across the state. He also 
owns and operates The Commu-
nicator in Santa Rosa. He can be 
reached at tmcdonald.srnm@gmail.
com.

Change is coming, 
despite those who resist it

Tom 
McDonald

Dispatch New Mexico

4Optic editorials, located on the left side of this 
page, are the newspaper’s position on issues impacting 
our community, state, nation and world. They are written by 
members of the Optic’s Editorial Board and represent the 
institutional voice of the newspaper. The Editorial Board 
consists of Phil Scherer, editor; Amanda Salas, Office/
Circulation Coordinator; Art Trujillo, copy editor and colum-
nist; and community representative Susan Tsyitee. Anyone 
wanting to meet with the board may contact Scherer at 
505-425-6796 or pscherer@lasvegasoptic.com.

4Columnists represent their own viewpoints and don’t 
necessarily reflect the views of the newspaper or the editor. 
Readers are welcome to submit guest columns for consid-
eration. Please limit the submission to 750 words and send 
it to pscherer@lasvegasoptic.com.

4Letters to the editor are valued and encouraged. 
Please consider the following points when submitting a let-
ter for publication:
• We need specific information about you. We need 
to know your real name and your city of residence, for 
publication along with your letter. Plus, we need a phone 
number where we can reach you, for verification purposes. 
Anonymous letters, and those we cannot verify, will not run.
• Timely, concise letters are preferred. Because of 
space limitations, lengthy letters are difficult to place and 

may not run as a result. We recommend letters of less than 

250 words, which are more likely to be published quicker 

than longer letters. Those that exceed 400 words may have 

to be edited down or discarded. 

• Letters expressing a viewpoint are best. Your opinion, 

concisely written, about an issue covered in the Optic is 

our top priority, and we will run it as soon as practical.

• Stick to the issues. The letters section is intended as a 

community forum. Factually questionable information, per-

sonal smears and libelous charges don’t contribute to the 
conversation and won’t likely run.
• Mil Gracias letters should be as short as possible. 

Long lists of thank-yous, especially of businesses, will not 

be published.

• And finally, it’s the editor’s call. We welcome dissent-

ing opinions, and we strive to run all letters submitted, but 

in the end it’s the Optic’s decision as to which letters will 
run.

How to submit your letter to the editor
By e-mail: pscherer@lasvegasoptic.com

By fax: 505-425-1005

By mail: P.O. Box 2670

Las Vegas, NM 87701

In Person: 720 University Avenue, Suite B

About this page

We�re in a speed-of-light information 

age and yet it has, unbelievably, 

created an ill-informed citizenry, 

especially on the right side of the 

political spectrum. 



VIEWPOINTS July 15, 2020  |  5LAS VEGAS OPTIC

W
e’ve all heard of “Christmas 
in July.” Now Mayor Louis 
Trujillo suggests we turn the 

old adage upside down and celebrate 
July in December. Actually what’s he 

is proposing is a 
stunning display of 
fireworks on New 
Year’s Eve to sub-
stitute for this year’s 
canceled Indepen-
dence Day celebra-
tion.   

Trujillo said: “I 
love fireworks, but 
for the Fourth of 
July, they are dan-

gerous. Very dangerous.”
Severe draught conditions coupled 

with fierce winds can be devastating. 
Trujillo continues, “Embers from your 
fireworks or fire won’t land in your 
backyard. They’ll be transported to 
your neighbor.”

The city law says that fireworks are 
restricted to family fireworks within 
the city limits. Since everybody seems 
to know that law, vendors set up just 
outside the city limits, and our noise-
loving citizens fire off explosions just 
outside the limits, too. 

I’m reminded of The Star-Spangled 

Banner lyric “O’er the ramparts we 
watch’d were so gallantly streaming...
And the rocket’s red glare, the bomb 
bursting in air.” 

Yeah, that bomb bursts high and 
wide for days before and after the 
Fourth. Maybe we should rename our 
national anthem “The Star-Spangled 
Banger.” But I digress.

Cringe at the following comparison, 
but just as the COVID-19 virus doesn’t 
discriminate who gets infected with 
airborne particles so gusts of wind can 
move fireworks’ embers into danger 
zones.

Trujillo notes that, “You can bet it 
rained on the Fourth of July. It always 
rains in Las Vegas on the Fourth, but 
two days of rain doesn’t affect the 
draught conditions much.”

That’s why our mayor is consider-
ing filling the sky with colorful fire-
works for New Year’s Eve. The ground 
won’t be dry. In fact, if it’s snow-cov-
ered that will reduce the threat of fire. 
The celebration will be organized and 
executed properly. 

In the meantime, when I asked 
Mayor Trujillo if he plans to partici-
pate in the Polar Bear Plunge on Jan. 1, 
he said, “In my travels, I have jumped 
into freezing water but never here until 

now. I guess New Year’s Day 2021 will 
be another first. You can call it my 
inaugural plunge.”

As eager as I am to usher out 2020, I 
don’t want to get ahead of myself. Joe 
Cooney has put forth a petition to pres-
ent to the city government. If you are 
in agreement, please sign. Just a heads-
up, the sponsors will ask for a dona-
tion. Don’t feel obligated. It doesn’t go 
toward the issue at hand and is only to 
support their petition platform.

“Every year Las Vegans are sub-
jected to a barrage of late night and 
early morning explosions of fireworks. 
Not only is our sleep disturbed by this 
rude behavior, but our pets are terror-
ized and our high desert community is 
put at risk for fire.

Members of our community who 
have stepped up to defend our country 
are also terrorized. Those who have 
served in war zones are subject to 
flashbacks and unnecessary anxiety at 
the onslaught of repeated explosions.

The Fourth of July and New Years 
are the times when this is at its worst. 
But, it’s not just those two nights but 
also the weeks before and after them 
when those who disturb the peace of 
others feel entitled to carry out their 
bad behavior.  My dog, Buster, and I 

have grown to dread these two times 
of year....” 

Here’s the petition: http://chng.it/
DJM78Y6V7N or you can contact Joe 
Cooney at vegascatbird@gmail.com.

Our dog Java would like to sign, but 
her signature is illegible. Besides, I am 
siding with Mayor Trujillo to allow an 
organized albeit noisy celebration on 
Dec. 31. 

Still noise pollution is a loud issue. 
Enter Erica Walker, a young Boston 
University researcher and founder 
of the Community Noise Lab. Her 
free app called NoiseScore can gather 
data and understand how and to what 
extent fireworks are impacting our 
mental and physical health. She has 
reported an increase of 5,000 percent in 
Boston on July 4.

Let’s get Erica’s app and let’s voice 
our opinions. On this and other issues, 
let’s speak up loud and clear. Mayor 
Trujillo is listening.

Beth Urech is a contributing writer, travel-
er, and artist of the spoken word, perform-
ing both nationally and internationally. She 
lives in Las Vegas, N.M., with her hus-
band, Mark, and dog, Java. Follow Beth 
at bethurech.wordpress.com. She may be 
reached by email at beth@bethurech.com

Mayor Trujillo’s suggestion for New Year’s Eve

Beth speaks for herself

Beth 

Urech

In 2020, the Gallinas River Park 
and its river have seen and will 
see many astonishing improve-
ments.  The task before us is to 
insure that every citizen of Las 
Vegas comes to realize that each 
of us and all of us owns the Park.  
We are living in an unbalanced 
time and none of us has a per-
fect handle on how best to cope.   
The confined inactivity and iso-
lation imposed by Covid-19 has 
required adjustment.  Each of us 
needs a place where we can go 
for few minutes or a few hours; 
where we can reconnect with our 
carefree self and breathe deeply.  
That place is the Gallinas River 
Park.  It is owned communally 
and equally by all of us for our 
common use.   Ownership means 
there are no barriers to its use.  

 There are, sadly, some indi-
viduals or groups that believe 
they don’t belong on the river or 
in the Park because they haven’t 
the means to buy fancy outdoor 
equipment, or their skin is the 
wrong color.  It matters not if we 
are black, brown, white, LGBTQ, 
straight, even a little crooked, or 
all of the above; nor does it mat-
ter if we drive a Mercedes or a 
Ford pick-up.  The Park offers the 

same escape to each of us and we 
each need it now more than ever. 

The Park runs along the river 
for roughly two miles and so 
some part of it is close enough 
to reach by foot for many of us.  
Except during River Fest, there 
are no crowds.  

The City of Las Vegas, mind-
ful of the personal security wor-
ries of solitary walkers and oth-
ers, expects to establish foot (or 
bicycle) patrols along the river 
walk. The City also wants to 
hold a “Senior Citizen Day at 
the Park” with guides and assis-
tance.  To keep trash at bay, there 
are regular clean-ups and at least 
one public work day is planned 
so that all of us can get our hands 
dirty.  

Take a leisurely stroll and you 
will encounter others doing the 
same.   Dog walkers find the per-
fect environment for entertaining 
their pets and said pets are either 
on a leash or have just finished 
obedience school. Moms and 
dads, having run out of at home 
diversions for their 2-6 year olds, 
discover the real meaning of a 
“walk in the park” and their kids 
begin to learn about the wonders 
of the great outdoors.  

One Las Vegas man volunteers 
his time trying to direct the atten-

tion of teenagers beyond them-
selves.  In an effort to expose the 
kids to outdoor activity, and dis-
connect them from their screens, 
Aaron Gallegos shows teens the 
river walk possibilities – the river 
ponds for swimming and fishing 
and the bicycle/walking path.  
He also instructs them in the 
proper use of the exercise equip-
ment that is situated at intervals 
along the river walk.  

If you drive to the Park, you 
can leave your car at Bridge 
Street and set out in either direc-
tion walking just as far as is com-
fortable.  

Strategically placed bench-
es provide a temporary resting 
place and a nice vista as well.  
The Park is ideal for bird watch-
ing if that happens to be your 
passion.  And look out for public 
art.  A few of the boulders that 
are part of the landscape have 
been decorated by a phantom 
artist.   The Gallinas River Park 
Collaborative (GRPC) has inau-
gurated “Saturday Walk in the 
Park.” 

This is a guided stroll – to join, 
meet at Bridge Street at 9 a.m.   
You will discover in the wonder-
fully welcoming community of 
Las Vegas, the Gallinas River 
Park is a jewel of a welcome mat.

The River Park is your park

Vegas verdes

Photo courtesy of the Gallinas River Park Collaborative

Submitted by the Gallians River Park 

Collaborative

Photo courtesy of the Gallinas River Park Collaborative

Another perspective

PED hybrid learning: Digging the hole deeper

In about a month, the 2020-2021 
school year will begin in New Mexico. 
There are a lot of unanswered ques-
tions families have to face over the 
next four weeks, and they are a lot 
more complex than social distancing 
at Walmart on the tax-free back-to-
school shopping weekend coming up 
at the beginning of August.

First, as things stand, we can expect 
half of all working parents in the 
state to be forced to consider leav-
ing the full-time workforce. Current 
guidelines call for most students to 
have two in-classroom days per week, 
and three days of remote learning. 
Daycare, if available (it’s not), is not 
an option; sending kids to daycare 
to remote-learn is no different than 
sending them to school. Families of 
young children are expected to have 
one parent or adult at home three 
days a week.

Given our culture, I would guess 
that more than 50 percent of the stay-
at-home parents will be women. So 
we can expect thousands of New Mex-
ican women to leave the workforce, if 
they haven’t already this year. At any 
rate, someone will be staying home 
three days of the work week.

The latest statistics from Kids 
Count (a nationally prominent chil-
dren’s service non-profit operated by 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation, which 
operates locally as New Mexico Voic-
es for Children) show that 41 percent 
of New Mexico’s children live in a 
single-parent household. Moreover, 
26 percent of our children live in pov-
erty. Keeping parents from working 
to care for their school-age children 
and monitor remote learning three 
days a week is unlikely to improve 
our child poverty numbers.

Which brings me to the next issue: 
remote learning in a state with lower 
subscription rates to high-speed 
broadband, particularly in rural areas 
like the East Mountains. According 
to broadband industry organization 
BroadbandNow, 78.8 percent of Edge-
wood residents, 75.5 percent of Tijeras 
residents and 61.2 percent of Moriarty 
residents have access to broadband 
internet. In 2020, the situation is essen-
tially if you have cable, you can have 
internet. The primary cable provider 
in the state has recently expanded its 
low-income access so that any family 
or individual that qualifies for gov-
ernment assistance can get internet 
access. Which is cool, except we then 
expect low-income families to have 

cable accounts, computers and knowl-
edge of this program.

But wireless telephone connection, 
you say! Surely we can connect our 
kids with Verizon! Um, no. Cell signal 
reliability is a problem in Albuquer-
que, much less the East Mountains. 
More crucially, how many computers, 
tablets, smartphones does a family 
have? Can all three kids work on the 
same device at the same time? Likely 
not.

Then there is the question of 
whether remote learning works. Early 
estimates show remote learning wid-
ens learning inequity: poor students 
and minority students do not fare as 
well. Chalkbeat, an online education 
news site, reviewed spring 2020 data 
and noted that in low-income schools, 
only 51 percent of teachers reported 
students participated daily in distance 
learning. 84 percent of teachers in 
affluent schools reported daily stu-
dent participation.

A number of articles and commen-
tators have touched on each of these 
problems, yet one glaring issue seems 
to have gone unnoticed: What are 
public school teachers with preschool 
or school-age children to do? I can’t 
find a stat, but I would guess that a 
large number of our teachers in the 

state have young children at home. 
I see nothing in the PED guidance 
issued late in June that addresses 
where educators are to put their chil-
dren while they put in a five-day 
teaching week, except one reference to 
making empty classrooms available to 
teachers who lack a work-from-home 
environment. Does that mean they 
bring their kids? Do they manage 
their kids’ remote learning as well as 
their classroom students?

PED put out its reentry plan on 
June 20, just a day before the state 
Senate approved the pandemic and 
oil crisis amendments to the 2020 
budget. It’s a shame the governor 
and the majority caucus didn’t offer 
legislators the opportunity to weigh 
in on, and perhaps identify funding 
for, the looming crisis facing New 
Mexico families in August. But not to 
worry. The Legislature passed, and 
the governor signed a revised budget 
slashing remaining capital infrastruc-
ture projects (and the accompanying 
job creation), while leaving intact a 
$300 million “rainy day” fund for the 
Early Childhood Trust Fund. I hope 
they realize in Santa Fe that monsoon 
season is in July, so it’s about as rainy 
now as it is going to get.

By Merritt Hamilton Allen
The Independent



We lost our black and 
white Shepard mix on 
July 4th when we were 
camping near Galli nas 
off road 65 near mile 
marker 10. She is 18 
months old and has 
a droopy right ear if 
found please call 505-
400-1263

2 bedroom house for 
rent, please call 505-
429-2961

2 Bedroom, 1-1/2 
Bath Townhouse 
Newly Re modeled Tile 
flooring throughout. 
Washer/Dryer Hook-
ups Residential Area. 
For more infor mation 
Call1-505-425-3644

2 bed/1 bath, approxi-
mately 1,200 sq. ft., 
renter pays all utilities, 
$800/month with $500/
deposit, small pet ok 
with $250 pet deposit. 
Available August 1st, 
contact Darren at dna-
trisel@yahoo.com or 
call 530-415-8972 after 
6 pm.

AGUA PURA MDWCA 
is requesting bids for 
the following items. 
Material only 5000 lin-
ear feet of 2 inch poly 
pipe. a pipe fusing 
machine.
Bids for a 25 gpm fil-
teration system with 
installation.
Bids must be submit-
ted no later than July 
22, 2020. Bids can be 
mailed to Agua Pura 
MDWCA, PO box 163, 
Chacon, NM 87713.
For questions contact 
Jerry Martinez at 505-
447-0839.

STATE OF 

NEW MEXICO

IN THE PROBATE 

COURT

SAN MIGUEL 

COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF

ROBERT E. 

GALLEGOS, 

Deceased 

No. 2020-0010

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the un-

dersigned has been 
appointed personal 
representative of this 
estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
estate are required to 
present their claims 
within four (4) months 
after the date of the 
irst publication of this 
Notice or the claims 
will be forever barred. 
Claims must be pre-
sented either to the 
undersigned personal 
representative at the 
address below, or iled 
with the Probate Court 
of San Miguel County, 
New Mexico, located at 
the following address: 
500 West National 
Ave., Suite 113, Las 
Vegas, N.M. 87701.
Dated: 3/16/20
/s/ Marie Y. Parson, 
personal representa-
tive
627 South Paciic 
Street
Las Vegas, NM 87701
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
July 1, 8, 15, 2020

#20060201
Mora County, 

New Mexico – 

Public Hearing Notice 

Adoption of FY 2021 

Budget

In a Work Session held 
by the Mora County 
Commission on Friday, 
May 29, 2020 the Mora 
County Commission 
requested the following 
Notice of Public Hear-
ing be published with 
the intent of adoption 
at the next scheduled 
County Commission 
meeting on July 17, 
2020. The Public Hear-
ing will begin at 10:00 
a.m.
Copies of the Budget 
may be obtained online 
or reviewed in the ofice 
of the County Manager 
or on the website: www.
countyofmora.com/
countycommission.
The title contains a 
general summary of 
the subject matter con-
tained in the Resolu-
tion. This notice consti-

tutes compliance with 
Section 4-37-7 NMSA 
1978.
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
July 15, 2020

#20070224
Request for 

Proposal

Mora County is re-
questing Proposals for 
IT Services. RFP pack-
ets and speciications 
may be requested elec-
tronically at esena@
countyofmora.com or 
through a downloaded 
version on our county 
website, www.coun-
tyofmora.com.  Mailed 
proposals should be 
addressed to the Coun-
ty Finance Department, 
P.O. Box 580, Mora, 
New Mexico 87732, 
with the envelope 
marked,  “RFP No. IT-
2020 IT SERVICES” on 
the lower hand corner 
of the envelope (faxed 
proposals will not be 
accepted). 
It shall be the respon-
sibility of the person(s) 
submitting a proposal 
to see that their pro-
posal is delivered by 
mail or email by the 
date and time set for 
this Request for Pro-
posals.  If the mail or 
delivery of the proposal 
is delayed beyond the 
opening date and time, 
the proposal thus de-
layed will not be con-
sidered. Closing date 
for submitting propos-
als will be on July 28th, 
2020 by 1:00 PM.
Email – esena@coun-
tyofmora.com
The County of Mora 
reserves the right to re-
ject any/or all proposals 
submitted.
County of Mora:
Edna Sena, Chief Pro-
curement Oficer
Joy Ansley, Mora 
County Manager
PUB: Las Vegas Optic, 
July 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 
2020

#20070225
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VILLAGE OF WAGON MOUND

NOTICE OF VACANCIES
� Finance Clerk
� Utility Assistant

Working Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Required Documentation: 
 � Letter of Interest
 � Application
 � Resume

If interested, please pick up an application 
and extended job qualifications at the 

Village of Wagon Mound�s City Hall or call 
575-666-2408. C000YQDP

MISCELLANEOUS:

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 505-922-2275

Have you or your child suffered seri-
ous LUNG ISSUES from JUULing or 
Vaping? Let our attorneys fight for you! 
Get the justice you deserve! Call 855-
400-3137

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 505-515-0292

Struggling with Your Private Student 
Loan Payment? New relief programs 
can reduce your payments. Learn your 
options. Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 505-922-2287 (Mon-
Fri 9 am-5 pm Eastern)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train at home to become 
a Computer & Help Desk Professional 
now! Call CTI for details! 877-460-0361 
(M-F 8 am-6 pm ET)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 505-930-7596

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-336-2135 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/nm

GET A $250 AT&T VISA® 
REWARD CARD WHEN YOU BUY 
A SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT! 
Limited Time Offer. More For Your 
Thing. (*Req’s well-qualified credit. 
Limits & restr’s apply.) Call Now! 1-866-
771-4662 or visit www.250reward.com/
NM

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-771-4662 or www.free-
phonesnow.com//NM

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed Internet for 
ONLY $14.95/month. Best Technology. 
Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. 
FREE Installation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-404-4306

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High-Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-888-805-8653

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-888-758-5998

ENJOY 100% Perfectly Tender 
and Guaranteed! 20 Main Courses 
PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers Order The 
Butcher’s Bundle - ONLY $69.99. 
Call 1-855-256-2848 mention code: 
59104JWS or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/cheer78

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION! 
Your donation helps education, pre-
vention & support programs. FAST 
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 1-866-955-1666

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-855-380-6225! FREE Consultations. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12 
Mbps Plans Starting at $30/month. 
Our Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) 
& Unlimited Data Plans Start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today! 1-855-260-
8627

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-925-1156

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 
866-464-6041.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-713-4303.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/year! 
Call 844-359-1238! (M-F 8 am-8 pm 
Central)

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION 
FUND - Anyone that was inappro-
priately touched by a Scout leader 
deserves justice and financial com-
pensation! Victims may be eligible for 
a significant cash settlement. Time to 
file is limited. Call Now! 844-805-3419

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 833-996-1402

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches & dia-
monds. Call GOLD GEEK 1-877-912-
4307 or visit www.GetGoldGeek.com/
nm BBB A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no strings 
attached appraisal kit. Call today!

Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the 
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE 
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-250-8614 FREE Brochure.

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat Pump. 
Energy efficient heating & cooling! 
The only ductless system designed 
for amateur installation. Simple setup. 
Install anywhere. 100% sealed system. 
No special tools or training needed. 
WiFi controls. Call for more info! 1-877-
435-0155

Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One 
G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 866-673-6506

VACATION PROPERTIES: 

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY to more than 185,000 
New Mexico newspaper readers. Your 
25-word classified ad will appear in 23 
newspapers around the state for only 
$158. Call this newspaper for more 
details or visit www.nmpress.org for 
more details.

NEW MEXICO STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIEDS
To advertised, please call 

(505) 425-6796

720 University Avenue • 505-425-6796 • www.lasvegasoptic.com

We Cover Las Vegas!
We�re your hometown paper.

Delivered to your mailbox.

CALL 
TODAY!



Baby Blues by Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker
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Hi & Lois by Mort Walker & Dik Browne Mallard Fillmore by Bruce Tinsley
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 DEAR ABBY: I went through an ugly divorce. My second wife, 
�Marci,� is a liar, a cheat and a thief. She claims she�s religious, but 
she gambles. She opens bank accounts that I�m not aware of. She 
tries to justify what she has done, but she calls constantly if I leave 
the house. She claims she�s jealous. I think it�s more of a control 
issue, and I leave for peace of mind.
 Recently, her relatives asked for a private meeting to discuss her 
behavior and shared what I feared. Afterward, I called her supposed 
ex-husband and he told me they are still married. When I asked 
Marci to show me her divorce papers, she refused. I have talked with 
my pastor and attorney. They said give her six weeks and then move 
on. What do you suggest? -- TAKEN FOR A FOOL IN ALABAMA

 DEAR TAKEN: Listen to these two unbiased advisers! 
Secure any property or information Marci might use to take 
further advantage of you, and take comfort in the fact that 
because you are not legally married, you are not responsible 
for any debts she has or will run up. Understand that Marci is 
a con artist, and please do exactly what your pastor and your 
attorney have instructed. If she keeps calling, block her or 
change your phone number. And if she stalks you -- and she 
may -- talk to the police.

� � �

 DEAR ABBY: �Lila,� a friend from my high school days I hadn�t 
seen for years, called me out of the blue and said her mom wanted 
to see me again. Her mother and I had been friends for years. �Mom� 
was a special lady, and I always admired her, so I agreed.
 When I arrived at the restaurant, I greeted them and we engaged 
in a little conversation. When I went to order, Lila pulled out a 
sales book she was selling items out of. Because I didn�t want to 
disappoint her mother, I looked at each item. The only thing I could 

afford was an umbrella for $29. I already had a $5 one at home (my 
budget).
 Abby, I felt used and insulted. Lila�s only goal was selling me 
something -- not reuniting me with her mother. Lila is better off inan-
cially than I am. She owns her own home and drives a brand-new 
SUV. My car was bought used for $2,000. 
 How do I tolerate a person like her? She wants all she can get, 
even if it means using an old friend. By the way, she was decked 
out in her fashionable inest and ordered the cheapest thing on the 
menu. -- SAD FRIEND ON THE EAST COAST

 DEAR SAD FRIEND: You do not have to tolerate a person like 
Lila, and you should not feel pressured to buy something from 
anyone that you don�t want or need. If Lila calls again, inform 
her that you are not interested in anything she is selling and 
end the call.

� � �

 DEAR ABBY: I�ve gotten into wearing swim trunks in the summer 
as normal attire. They�re good for the hot streets, and no one has 
said anything. I pair them with a white T-shirt or no shirt. I plan to 
do it again this summer. What do you think? -- COOL DUDE IN 
PENNSYLVANIA

 DEAR DUDE: If you�re in great shape and the neighbors 
aren�t scandalized, then what I think doesn�t matter. (Swim) suit 
yourself. 
 I will, however, offer this: A wise woman once advised me 
to always look my best when I went out because invariably, if I 
didn�t, I�d encounter someone I wished I looked better for and 
regret that I hadn�t made more effort. And you know what? She 
was spot on.

 Dear Heloise: My husband loves 
sausage with his eggs, so I make sausage 
patties by hand. It�s cheaper to make my 
own patties than to buy pre-sliced. I always 
hated when the fat in the sausage stuck to 
my hands. So now I dampen my hands with 
water so the fat doesn’t stick to my ingers. 
I re-wet my hands if the fat starts to stick 
again. -- Lisa in Wisconsin

PUMPKIN BREAD
 Dear Heloise: You have a recipe for 
pumpkin bread that I love! It always turned 
out great and was easy to make. Unfortu-
nately, I lost the recipe and want to make 
a loaf when my parents come for a visit in 
late August. Would you repeat that recipe 
for me? -- Tina in Louisiana
 Tina, this scrumptious recipe can be 
made any time of year and is a favorite of 
mine. You�ll need:
 1 2/3 cups lour
 1 1/4 cups sugar
 1 teaspoon baking soda
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/4 teaspoon salt
 2 eggs, slightly beaten
 1/2 cup chopped pecans
 1/2 cup salad oil
 1 cup canned pumpkin
 Sift together dry ingredients. Add nuts 
and mix well. Set aside. Combine remain-

ing ingredients and add to dry ingredients. 
Mix just enough to blend. Pour into 9-by-
5-by-3-inch greased and loured loaf pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 60-75 minutes.
 This easy-to-make recipe is one of three 
recipes found in my pamphlet �Heloise�s 
Baking Soda Hints and Recipes.� You�ll 
also ind toffee cookies and carrot cake. If 
you�d like a copy, visit www.Heloise.com or 
send $5 along with a long, self-addressed, 
stamped (70 cents) envelope to: Heloise/
Baking Soda, P.O. Box. 795001, San 
Antonio, TX. 78279-5001. Did you know 
baking soda can also be used as a natural 
deodorant, homemade toothpaste and as a 
gargle for fresh breath? -- Heloise

BAD SMELL
 Dear Heloise: My wooden cutting board 
has a terrible, lingering onion-garlic smell 
that I can�t seem to get rid of, no matter 
how much I try. What would Heloise do? 
-- Ellen, via email
 Ellen, the best way I�ve found to kill 
those odors on a wooden cutting board 
is to sprinkle the surface with a generous 
amount of salt, then take half a lemon 
or lime and scrub the board in a circular 
motion. Let it sit for about 10 to 15 minutes, 
then wash with warm soapy water and air-
dry. -- Heloise

Hints from Heloise SAUSAGE PATTIESDear Abby UNHAPPY HUSBAND JUMPS FROM FRYING PAN INTO FIRE
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ARIES � Mar 21/Apr 20
Preparation is key for an upcoming discussion or presen-
tation. You won�t be happy with the results if you impro-
vise. Your ability to be polite and diplomatic will help you 
resolve a conlict.

TAURUS � Apr 21/May 21
You might feel like you�re walking on eggshells around 
certain people. You�ll need to be tactful to avoid offending 
anyone. You�ll also be faced with an unexpected expense.

GEMINI � May 22/Jun 21
You�ll start this week with a burst of energy. You have plen-
ty of ideas, but you don�t know where to start. Luckily, the 
fog will lift soon.

CANCER � Jun 22/Jul 22
You have a tendency to burn the candle at both ends. Take 
steps to channel your energy more eficiently. People will 
be relying on you, and you�ll do whatever it takes to help 
them.

LEO � Jul 23/Aug 23
There are important things to do this week, but the way 
forward isn�t clear. At home, make sure everyone knows 
their role to avoid confusion and discord. Remember, with 
patience comes success.

VIRGO � Aug 24/Sept 22
You’ll ind a suitable training program to help guide you 
toward a more prestigious job. Don�t let the opportunity to 
achieve an important goal pass you by.

LIBRA � Sept 23/Oct 23
This is a great week for a vacation, as you would beneit 
from a change of scenery. Spend some time learning a new 
language, especially if you have a trip coming up.

SCORPIO � Oct 24/Nov 22
You need to work through some tough emotions, and you�ll 
be tempted to isolate yourself. Luckily, your friends know 
how to lift you out of your funk.

SAGITTARIUS � Nov 23/Dec 21
You�ll get to know people and surround yourself with 
positive relationships. Your work environment will greatly 
improve due to your good-natured spirit. If you experience 
any discomfort this week, consult your doctor.

CAPRICORN � Dec 22/Jan 20
A confusing situation will need to be sorted out at work 
before you go on vacation. Be careful while swimming. If 
you�re single, meeting new people will be the highlight of 
your week.

AQUARIUS � Jan 21/Feb 18
You�ll discover a passion for the performing arts. You 
might even be the star of the show this week. A huge out-
put of creati¬vity will put you in the spotlight.

PISCES � Feb 19/Mar 20
You�ll be on the go this week. When it comes time to relax, 
you’ll ind that you prefer the comfort of your own home. 
Your family will need more of your attention than usual.

HOROSCOPE

HOW TO PLAY:

Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 
only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. 
Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the 
same line, column, or 3x3 box.

ACROSS
1. Road bend
4. Attempt
8. Pulpit utter-

ance
12. Lawn con-

densation
13. Colorless
14. Romance
15. Copies
17. Change for a 

ive
18. Fearful
19. Casual gar-

ment
21. Nuisance
24. Stable mor-

sel
25. Miniature
28. �Cheers� 

regular
30. Song of 

praise
33. �____ That 

Jazz�
34. The South
35. Buff
36. Pole or 

lodge
37. Long poem

38. Cry
39. Home utility
41. City light
44. Kitchen tools
47. Okra dish
51. Centers
52. Upset
55. Eye rudely
56. Flounder�s 

relative
57. �My___ Sal�
58. Come 

together
59. Birds that 

hoot
60. Farm enclo-

sure

DOWN
1. Copyread
2. Highway 

vehicle
3. Do the but-

terly
4. Card suit
5. Beret or cap
6. Spanish 

shout
7. Big quiz
8. Honolulu 

hello
9. Watches 

carefully
10. Always
11. Cozy abode
16. Lean
20. �____ Like It 

Hot�
22. Barbershop 

noise
23. Poison
25. Had being
26. Broad-

antlered 
beast

27. Kind of 
bachelor

29. Asian staple

31. Pair
32. Kind of tide
34. Roll-top, e.g.
40. Valued thing
42. Monsters
43. Cashew, e.g.
44. �For ____ 

the Bell 
Tolls�

45. Mammoth
46. Mediocre
48. Coffee cups
49. Imp
50. Nothing 

more than
53. Promise 

solemnly
54. Pipe type

CROSSWORDS
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The Fort Union Drive-In in Las Vegas 
is the only drive-in movie theater remain-
ing in New Mexico. It capitalizes on 
nostalgia, and audiences — locals and 
visitors alike — love this, manager and 
co-owner Jake Cordova said.

The drive-in has seen more tourists in 
its crowd every year.

This year could be different though.
The governor’s newest public health 

order requiring out-of-state tourists to 
quarantine for 14 days after arrival could 
mean fewer visitors venture to the drive-
in.

Fort Union, which held its inaugural 
screening in 1951, is a decades-old tradi-
tion. This season, Cordova was more 
eager than ever to open for business after 
a weekslong delay due to pandemic-
related restrictions. He wanted to offer 
cooped-up residents some entertain-
ment as indoor theaters and concert 
venues remained closed and would be, 
it seemed, for the foreseeable future. He 
had hoped to open the drive-in May 15 
with a double feature of Trolls World 
Tour and Dolittle.

But Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
halted the plan, saying he didn’t have 
permission from the state.

Cordova persisted and finally was 
given the green light on the first weekend 
in June.

While drive-in theaters have dwindled 
across the nation — only a few hundred 
are in operation — the pandemic has 
sparked a new trend of outdoor theaters 
popping up in parking lots, where audi-

ences can view films from their vehicles 
or outside at a safe distance from others.

One such pop-up theater opened in 
Edgewood in June.

The relative ease with which these 
pop-ups have opened is a little unfair to 
established theaters, Cordova said, add-
ing, “It hasn’t been easy to stay afloat.”

In a normal year, he would show a 
new movie every weekend. But COVID-
19 has ensured this is no normal year. 
Among other challenges, Cordova said, 
“Movie companies aren’t filming.” He 
has been stretching the same showings 
over two weekends.

• • •
Fort Union is part of New Mexico’s 

long history of drive-in theaters, with 
outdoor screenings appearing in the state 
more than a decade and a half before 
Richard Hollingshead coined the term 
“drive-in movie theater” and opened the 
first official one in 1933 in Camden, N.J.

In 1915, Theater de Guadalupe opened 
in Las Cruces with space for about 40 
vehicles. Though it closed the follow-
ing year, the theater inspired years of 
experimental outdoor movie showings in 
nearby Texas.

Cordova said locals and visitors at the 
Fort Union Drive-In appreciate the step 
back in time.

They even demand it.
He recalled announcing plans to 

knock down the old building that houses 
the concession stand and kitchen, as well 
as the projector room and bathroom. He 
wanted to rebuild with a more modern 
spin.

Patrons said no.
Cordova complied. Instead, he will 

use corrugated metal to make the build-
ing look “even more like a ’50s diner than 
it already does,” he said. “I want people 
to experience the same kind of fun and 
enjoyment their grandparents did.”

There’s no vintage film projector. But 
when Cordova presses “play” on his 
computer, the magic still happens at Fort 
Union.

• • •
Jake Cordova and his grandfather, 

Felipe Cordova, bought the business 
together in 2014 to rescue it from closure.

Jake had just graduated from Las 
Vegas Robertson High School and had 
been doing security work for the drive-in. 
But the business had run into trouble: To 
continue operating, it needed a new digi-
tal projector, costing tens of thousands 
of dollars, and the owner wasn’t able to 
invest.

The Cordova duo stepped up, with 
Felipe funding the equipment and Jake 
agreeing to serve as general manager. 
They have worked together to keep the 
business running ever since.

“We get along real well,” Jake Cordo-
va said of his grandfather. “Pretty much 
everything we’ve done in business, we’ve 
done together.”

“It seemed like a good venture,” 
his grandfather added, “and we were 
encouraged by many locals who didn’t 
want to see the drive-in close.”

Surprisingly, neither Cordova is a 
serious movie lover. They just wanted 
to keep the theater alive for their com-
munity.

Jake Cordova said they made some 
changes.

They raised the ticket price from $12 

per car to $20 per car and began showing 
family-oriented movies almost exclu-
sively.

“It kept out a lot of people who just 
showed up to mess around,” Jake Cordo-
va said, and it helped draw more families 
and folks from out of town.

The dirt parking lot, which can accom-
modate 250 to 300 cars, is often packed.

Luckily, the Cordovas have help with 
the venture. They have 10 or so employ-
ees, and nearly all of them are family 
members.

Jake Cordova’s mother, June Martinez, 
coordinates concessions sales while her 
parents, Larry and Henrietta Martinez, 
make food in the back.

“He started young, June Martinez said 
of her son, “so we all wanted to help.

“But now he can’t get rid of us,” she 
added. “This is a fun job.”

The Las Vegas community has shown 
its gratitude to the family by showing up 
on weekend nights.

“People are very appreciative that 
we’ve been able to open, and we’ve got-
ten a lot of support,” June Martinez said. 
“It’s an amazing feeling.”

Patrons agree there is something won-
derful about Fort Union.

Gonzales said watching a movie at the 
drive-in is “something safe to do” during 
the pandemic. But it’s more than that: 
“This place is special because we were 
raised with it.”

Gomez hasn’t been enjoying the the-
ater for nearly as long as Gonzales and 
his grandmother, but the boy agreed 
they have a personal connection with the 
drive-in.

“It’s part of us,” he said.

Drive-In
From Page 1

to pass through there every day to go 
to work. It’s awful. This is a night-
mare.”

New Mexico State Police are inves-
tigating Tafoya’s death as a homicide, 
but so far have not made any arrests 
or named any suspects. Lt. Mark Sori-
ano with NMSP told the Optic that 
investigators are committed to con-
ducting a thorough investigation.

According to Soriano, State Police 
responded to the entrance of Stor-
rie Lake around 11:45 p.m. July 6 
after receiving a report of a shoot-
ing. NMSP has not provided a recent 
update.

Saiz said that the night of the shoot-
ing, Tafoya was driving one of her 
brothers and a friend around when 
Tafoya stopped at her grandmother’s 
house to pick up another one of her 
brothers. He and a girl piled into the 

Volkswagen hatchback Tafoya was 
driving, and the five teens went for a 
ride.

That evening, as they drove north 
on Seventh Street near the intersection 
of Legion Drive, a vehicle traveling 
south on Seventh made a U-turn and 
began following the VW. Some of the 
teens in the car told Saiz the other 
vehicle was being aggressive, follow-
ing closely and shining its high-beam 
lights at them.

Near Storrie Lake, Tafoya pulled 
over to the side of the road and got 
out of the VW. Saiz said that’s when 
someone in the other vehicle shot her 
sister.

Tafoya got back in the car and 
made one last attempt to protect her 
family and friends, Saiz said.

“My brothers say she was a hero 
because all she wanted to do was get 
them to a safe place,” Saiz said. “She 
gave it gas one last time, and the way 
the car was parked, you could see she 

was trying to get out of there.”
Though the shooter took Tafoya’s 

laughter and songs from them, Saiz 
said her sister will always be with 
them spiritually.

“She’s going to stay living with 
us, she’ll live through us, and I can 
already feel it. I know she’s with me. I 
know it,” Saiz said, her words choppy 
as she fought back tears. “But as for 
her physically being here, and talking 
and laughing and carrilla, that’ll never 
be here again.”

For now, Saiz finds comfort in 
watching her sister’s TikTok videos, 
a digital substitute for the fun-loving 
girl who was taken from her.

“She liked to sing. And she want-
ed to rap,” Saiz said with a slight 
chuckle, her sadness subsiding for 
a moment. “She started rapping 
and would make these flows out 
of nowhere. She had a really good 
voice.”

Saiz said she wants people to know 

her sister was a good person, and 
said the outpouring of support she’s 
received shows that a lot of people 
already knew that.

“She impacted everybody. From 
middle school kids to the elderly, I 
have people giving their kind words 
and support,” Saiz said. “She was a 
beautiful soul inside and out, and I’ll 
never forget her.”

Additional resources

• GoFundMe for funeral expenses for 
Adelina Tafoya: gofundme.com/f/pztb3x-
funeral-expenses

• GoFundMe for victim’s medical 
expenses for Brianna Leyba: gofundme.
com/f/brianna-leyba-medical-expenses

• A fund for Leyba has also been 
established at State Employees Credit 
Union on Mills Avenue.

Justice
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15 deadline. The first plan that will 
be submitted states that the WLVS 
already meets instructional time 
requirements based on hours rather 

than days and that there is no need 
to add 10 days to the academic year. 
Along with the plan proposal, Gutier-
rez said that he will submit his cal-
culations and hopes PED will agree. 
However, if PED does not approve 
that plan, the district is ready to 

add the 10 days with a backup plan. 
Gutierrez said this would mean there 
would be additional costs to the dis-
trict due to paying staff for the extra 
days and other related expenses. 

Both plans were approved so that 
the district will be prepared in case 

the first plan is not approved.

Also approved in the meeting 

were reports from the Head Start and 

Early Head Start director and finance 

committee reports and budget adjust-

ment requests.

Remote
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O
n Friday, coaches and 
athletes around New 
Mexico found out 

that the football and soccer 
seasons would be postponed 
until the spring. 

This came as a shock to the 
soccer coaches, while the foot-
ball coaches were prepared 
about what the decision might 
be ahead of time. 

On July 3, the football 
coaches around the state had 
a meeting with the NMAA 
Executive Director Sally Mar-
quez to discuss the upcoming 
season. Robertson football 
coach Leroy Gonzalez said 
that during the meeting the 
coaches had a mock vote. 

“The majority wanted to, 
instead of waiting every two 
weeks to see what was going 
to happen, just move it to Feb-
ruary,” Gonzalez said. “We 
didn’t want it to happen, but 
we knew that was the way it 
was going to come down.”

The following week, Adri-
an Gonzales, West Las Vegas 
football coach, met with his 
team to let them know what 
the possibilities would be for 
the upcoming season. 

“They were OK with it as 
long as we still have a sea-
son,” Gonzales said. “It may 
be different, as I told them, a 
different seasonal time, but 
they are OK with it as long as 
they still get to participate, is 
what I gathered from it.”

The soccer coaches, even 
though they were expecting 
it, had no idea about the deci-
sion. 

“I’ve been following the 
education trend closely (so) 
the decision to postpone 
sports in the fall didn’t sur-
prise me at all,” West soccer 
coach Dennis Marquez said. 
”As a new program that just 
got our wheels going, that 
was just being established 
and the recent success that we 
had, of course it’s disappoint-
ing to hear that the season 

is going to be postponed. At 
the same time, the health and 
safety of our students, our 
athletes is our No. 1 priority.”

During the press confer-
ence New Mexico Governor 
Michelle Lujan-Grisham also 
announced that “modified 
schedules to be evaluated for 
potentially later in the school 
year,” “other non-contact 
sports are under review and 
will likely have delayed starts 

to seasons,” and “ fall sports 
will not happen if schools can-
not reopen.”

The current plan to reopen 
schools is a hybrid model, 
which also has coaches 
concerned about what prac-
tices could look like. With the 
hybrid model, schools would 
be limited to 50 percent capac-
ity and students will be doing 
a mix of in-person and online 
learning. 

“The bigger picture is 
getting these kids back to 
school,” Bryan Trujillo, Rob-
ertson boys soccer coach, said. 
“Athletics is one part of their 
schooling, but education is 
another important part. As 
a coach, I do a big thing on 
education and I want kids to 
get back to school and get that 
education that they need.”

When summer practice 
started roughly a month ago 
for schools throughout the 
state, Trujillo said he has seen 
a huge improvement in his 
athletes mental state. 

Now, the teams will no 
longer be having summer 
workouts. 

Gonzalez, Trujillo and Rob-
ertson girls soccer coach Jeff 
Houdek canceled workouts as 
soon as they heard the season 
was postponed. Gonzalez said 
he will reassess the situation 
in a few weeks to see if they 
can continue with workouts. 

Trujillo has a similar idea 
to Gonzales and said that he 
would volunteer his time so 
the athletes could be on the 
field to do something that 
they enjoy. 

After the press conference, 
West Las Vegas superinten-
dent Christopher Gutierrez 
said that all West teams will 
no longer be allowed to prac-
tice in-person. 

“The guidelines that the 
NMAA has put on, West Las 
Vegas has taken an extra step 
to keep our athletes safe,” 
Marquez said. “Our guide-
lines are a bit stricter than 
what has been put out by the 
NMAA and at this point of 
time, with the numbers con-
tinuing to rise and the scare of 
everything.”

While the coaches are not 
allowed to meet with the ath-
letes, Marquez said he will be 
using Google Classroom to 
send workouts to the athletes 
because this is the first year 
they have had a summer pro-
gram. Gonzales said that he 
will also be staying in touch 
with his team and giving 
them workouts to do. 

Marquez said that when 
the team works out together, 
they are able to push each 
other. Now, the athletes will 
have to be their own support 

system. 
“We have players that 

rely on team chemistry and 
someone pushing them to do 
their best,” he said. “A lot of 
them now are going to have 
to rely on themselves and find 
that strength within and push 
themselves outside of their 
comfort zones.”

To help keep the chemistry, 
Houdek said that one of his 
captains sent out a message to 
the rest of the team after hear-
ing about the fall season. 

“One of my captains sent 
out a message to the rest of 
the team and encouraged 
them to keep working out 
and keep training and to be 
ready,” he said. “I thought 
it was a great message and a 
good leader. I see the girls not 
only upset for themselves, but 
also stepping up and show-
ing some leadership and still 
bringing the team together, 
which speaks a lot for them.”

While the coaches are con-
cerned about the safety of the 
athletes and trying to stay 
positive, they also have a lot 
of concerns about the upcom-
ing year. 

One of Trujillo’s major con-
cerns is seeing not everyone 
in the community adhering to 
the state guidelines and the 
large number of people who 
don’t wear masks out in pub-
lic. At first, Trujillo believed 
the season could be held in 
the fall, until he saw how the 
community was acting. 

“Right now, I don’t see it,” 
Trujillo said about the fall sea-
son. “Being out in the public 
and seeing the way people are 
acting out there, they aren’t 
taking it serious enough so 
these kids can get out there 
and play. We did everything 
we could to keep our kids 
safe, but if the rest of the com-
munity doesn’t do it, I don’t 
see it happening at all.”

Trujillo said that he has 
also seen travel teams not fol-
low the guidelines and how 
one team traveled out of New 
Mexico and came back from 
a tournament with about six 
cases of the coronavirus. 

Another major problem 
that all the coaches are wor-
ried about is the participation 

Football, soccer seasons  
postponed to February
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Optic file photos

Robertson then-sophomore Matthew Gonzales jumps over West Las Vegas then-senior Isaiah Deane during the Cardinals 14–0 
win over the Dons during the Vegas Bowl on Nov. 2.

Prep Sports

See SEASON, Page 10

By Caitie Ihrig
Optic Sports Editor

West Las Vegas then-junior Briana Marquez kicks the ball while pushing an ATC player away 
from her during the Lady Dons 3–2 win at home on Sept. 17.



numbers since both Robertson and 
West Las Vegas are small schools. 

“They are talking about postpon-
ing the season a little later and for 
larger schools, that’s not as big of a 
problem,” Marquez said. “They have 
enough athletes to share around. For 
us, postponing the sports and put-
ting it at a later time to compete with 
other sports, it might be hard for us 
to get some athletes out.”

If the football and soccer season 
starts in February, that could conflict 
with athletes who want to play bas-
ketball. 

Now, these athletes will have to 
choose which sport is more impor-
tant to them and will not be able to 
participate in all the sports they are 
used to playing in a school year. 

“Whatever their priorities are, 
we might not have enough kids for 
soccer or enough kids for different 
sports,” Trujillo said. “So that’s a 
concern of mine right now — being 
from a small school where we share a 
lot of athletes.

Besides sharing athletes, Gonzalez 
also coaches the Robertson base-
ball team. Right now, the plan is to 
extend spring sports until the end of 
June, but he said it will be “hectic” 
with having both sports in the spring.  

Gonzalez and Houdek both men-
tioned athletes getting injured during 
the season as one of their concerns. 

“Most of that depends on when 
we can start training and when we 
can start preparing for a season, if 
there is a season,” Houdek said. 
“It’s going to have to be more than 
just two weeks of practice and then 
play because then we will get people 
hurt.”

While the Robertson and West 
football teams have practiced 
throughout the past month, other 
school districts decided to not allow 
the football teams to practice. 

This means that those athletes will 
need extra practice time for condi-
tioning so they can be back in shape 
and strong enough to prevent inju-
ries. 

With the season now being in the 
spring, the West girls soccer team 
will have to wait a little longer to 
have their first season in district play. 

Marquez took over as head coach 

three years ago and was not able to 
apply to be in a district that season 
or last year because they had to wait 
for the NMAA to realign the districts, 
which happens every couple years. 

Even though this will be their first 
season in a district, Marquez said he 
thinks that will not impact them. 

“I think we are in the same boat 
as any school district, whether they 
have been playing soccer for 20 years, 
or like us, in their first year,” he said. 
“We have to see where the chips fall. 
I anticipate that it’s going to be a 
shortened season anyway. Our dis-
trict is a rather large district so it’s 
probably going to take up the major-
ity of the games, is what I assume.”

Marquez said that once the team 

can get back together they will start 
off by working on the team chemistry 
and then prepare to play their sea-
son. Right now, he is preparing for it 
to be a shorter season than normal. 

Since the season will start in Feb-
ruary, Houdek said he believes his 
team will be shoveling a lot of snow 
off the field in order for them to play. 
He is also concerned about the colder 
weather. 

When the football season starts, 
the teams are preparing to play a 
seven-game season. Gonzalez said he 
believes the shorter season will hap-
pen along with only playing district 
games and no overnight trips. 

Gonzales said that during the 
meeting with the NMAA that there 

were talks about cutting the first 
round of playoffs and only play-
ing the quarterfinals, semifinals and 
championship game. 

For both sports, though, Trujillo 
said he believes that no spectators 
will be allowed in the stands as an 
extra layer of precaution for the ath-
letes. 

Until the coaches and players can 
practice in-person again, Marquez 
said he will continue coaching them 
the best that he can and can’t wait to 
be back on the field. 

“I love my girls, I love our pro-
gram and where we are going with 
it,” he said. “We are ready for when 
the governor says we can play.”
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Robertson then-junior Joel Curtis and Socorro then-junior Jeremiah Avery both try to get the ball during the Cardinals 
2–1 win on Sept. 5 at home. The game came down to a penalty kick to decide the winner.


